Winter chill returns 


CN: 


Expanding telehealth 


Community Health Center Inc. using grants 
for remote health care. Connecticut, Page 1 


Tough task for UConn 


UConn women need to get past top seed 
NC State to reach Final Four. Sports, Page 1 


Biden quote downplayed 


White House officials say US isn’t seeking 
Russian regime change. News, Page 4 


Mix of clouds and sun, windy; 
high of 33. Sports, Page 8 
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Neighborhood mourns grandmother killed while gardening 


By Taylor Hartz 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Cynthia Reyn- 
olds stopped home for a few 
moments in between her two 
nursing jobs on a Wednesday 
afternoon in March and headed 
out to her garden. 

She started to rake the 
fenced-in front yard, where 
daffodils are almost in bloom, to 
prepare for some spring planting. 
In those moments, bullets flew 


from a car that sped the wrong 
way down the one-way street 
and struck Reynolds in the torso, 
according to a family member and 
the chief state medical examiner. 

Five days later, the 62-year- 
old grandmother died from her 
injuries at Hartford Hospital, 
according to the Hartford Police 
Department. 

On a recent night, dozens of 
people gathered in front of the 
three-family home in the 100 
block of Irving Street, where 


Reynolds lived and where she was 
shot. They held a vigil to honor 
her memory and to remind her 
shooter that the community is 
seeking justice. 

“She was killed in her own 
front yard,’ said her ex-husband, 
Carlton Reynolds, with whom 
she lived. An autopsy found she 
died of complications caused by a 
gunshot wound to the torso, and 
her death is being investigated as 
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House Republican Leader Vincent Candelora strides past lobbyists on the second floor of the Capitol as lobbyists have been allowed back on the floor 
after two years. Some Republicans don’t like it that the lobbyists and the general public cannot go to the Capitol’s third floor, which is controlled by the 
Senate Democrats. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


Portions of state Senate 


remain closed to public 


As limits have eased 
elsewhere, third floor, 
gallery still restricted 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — After two jarring years 
of shutdowns and mask mandates from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Connecticut 
has largely returned to normalcy. 

Schools, bars, restaurants, retail stores 
and businesses have generally resumed 


their activities — even as more employ- 
ees work remotely than ever before. 

But normalcy has not resumed on the 
third floor at the state Capitol, where the 
Senate and its upstairs gallery remain 
closed to the general public and lobby- 
ists. That is the decision of the Senate 
Democrats, who control the third floor 
under the legislative rules. 

By contrast, the second floor remains 
open because the House Democrats, 
who control that floor, said it was time 
to reopen. 

House Republican leader Vincent 
Candelora of North Branford said the 


ban on the general public has lasted too 
long as legislatures and businesses have 
reopened nationwide. 

“I’m not sure that there’s a state 
government that remains closed — the 
way the Senate is closed,” Candelora said 
in an interview. “I certainly have heard 
it, time and again, from lobbyists and 
fellow colleagues that it’s very difficult 
to get information or interact with that 
chamber.” 

The lack of access, he said, could have 
broader ramifications and could lead to 
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WAR IN UKRAINE 


Zelenskyy lashes out at West in plea for jets, tanks 





A journalist walks amid the destruction Sunday after a Russian attack in 


Ukraine leader says 
governments must 
step up, provide jets 


By Yuras Karmanau 
Associated Press 


LVIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
accused the West of cowardice 
Sunday as his country fights to 
stave off Russia’s invading troops, 
making an exasperated plea for 
fighter jets and tanks to sustain a 
defense as the war ground into a 
battle of attrition. 

Speaking after U.S. President 
Joe Biden said in a lacerating 


Vladimir Putin could not stay in 
power — words the White House 
immediately sought to down- 
play — Zelenskyy lashed out at 
the West’s “ping-pong about who 
and how should hand over jets” 
and other weapons while Russian 
missile attacks kill and trap civil- 
lans. 

“T’ve talked to the defenders of 
Mariupol today. I’m in constant 
contact with them. Their deter- 
mination, heroism and firmness 
are astonishing,” Zelenskyy said 
in a video address, referring to the 
besieged southern city that has 
suffered some of the war’s great- 
est deprivations and horrors. “If 
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Cynthia 
Reynolds, 

a 62-year- 

old nursing 
assistant, was 
in her front 
yard in Hartford 
when she was 
shot. She died 
five days later 
at Hartford 
Hospital, 
according to 
police. TAYLOR 
HARTZ/ 
HARTFORD 
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Concerns 
linger as 
pandemic 
recedes 


With thousands still 
working from home, 
downtown worried 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Hartford busi- 
ness owners looking forward to 
a downtown teeming with lunch 
crowds and shoppers are instead 
resigned to less-than-packed 
streets, parking lots, stores and 
restaurants as state employ- 
ees work from home long after 
COVID-19 has retreated. 

An agreement between the 
administration of Gov. Ned 
Lamont and state employee 
unions allowing thousands of 
workers to telework one day 
or a few days a week will test 
the city’s resilience as officials 
and business owners look else- 
where to boost the local econ- 
omy: private-sector workers 
returning to their offices, invest- 
ment in downtown housing and 
entertainment venues sparking a 
warm weather renaissance. 

Still, some business owners 
feel betrayed that workers whose 
paychecks are made possible by 
taxpayers aren’t being called on 
to do more to help Connecti- 
cut’s capital city recover from 
the worst public health crisis in 
a century. 

Steven Abrams, owner of Max 
Downtown, said allowing state 
employees to work from home is 
“reprehensible and ridiculous.” 

“If the governor is not build- 
ing a strong downtown, he’s not 
building a strong state,” he said. 
“We needed the governor to be 
a cheerleader. He pulled the rug 
out from under us.” 

Jody Morneault, co-owner of 
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“I think whatever the 
governor decides to 
do he is not thinking it 
through clearly about 
the impact on the 
capital.” 


— Jody Morneault, co-owner of 
Morneault’s Stackpole Moore 
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Grandmother 


from Page 1 


a homicide, according to the Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner. 

A certified nursing assistant who 
worked multiple jobs in the city, 
Cynthia Reynolds had owned the 
rust-red colored house with pale 
yellow trim on Irving Street since 
2018, according to city property 
records. She lived on the first floor 
with Carlton Reynolds and her 
grandson. 

She took care of her grandson and 
went to church; she tended to her 
garden, which she decorated witha 
spring-colored pinwheel and pastel 
flower-shaped lights; and she chat- 
ted with her neighbors regularly, 
making the neighborhood feel like 
a friendlier place. 

“She gave life to the area,” said a 
resident who lived next door and 
often gardened with her neighbor. 
She asked not to be identified due to 
concerns for her own safety. 

A few days after Cynthia Reyn- 
olds’ death, the neighbor leaned 
against a chain-link fence that 
divides her property from the Reyn- 
olds’ and spoke with Carlton Reyn- 
olds about how much she already 
missed Cynthia. She said there had 
been talk about putting a wooden 
fence between the driveways, but 
she and Cynthia preferred the fence 
they had, which allowed them to 
see each other and chat from their 
respective sides. 

“She was the best neighbor 
around here,” the neighbor said. “... 
She came in and brightened up the 
neighborhood.” 


Zelenskyy 


from Page 1 


only those who have been think- 
ing for 31 days on how to hand over 
dozens of jets and tanks had 1% of 
their courage.” 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the U. S., 
Oksana Markarova, said on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” that her country 
had heard Biden “loud and clear.” 

“Now, it’s all up to all of us to stop 
Putin while it’s still local in Ukraine 
because this war is not only about 
Ukraine,” she said, but “an attack on 
democracy.” 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, now 
in its 32nd day, has stalled in many 
areas. Its aim to quickly encircle the 
capital, Kyiv, and force its surren- 
der has faltered against staunch 
Ukrainian resistance — bolstered 
by weapons from the U.S. and other 
Western allies. 





Cynthia Reynolds, a certified nursing assistant who worked multiple jobs 
in the city, had owned the rust-red colored house with pale yellow trim on 
Irving Street since 2018 and lived on the first floor with Carlton Reynolds 
and her grandson. TAYLOR HARTZ/HARTFORD COURANT 


The neighbor said the two, close 
in age, used to toil in their front yard 
gardens at the same time and talk 
about what they were planting. 

“We worked together on our 
yards: She would plant her flowers 
on her side, and I would plant my 
flowers on my side, just to keep the 
avenue nice,” she said. “She put life 
back into this neighborhood. She 
made it a better place.” 

She said she doesn’t know what 
the neighborhood will be like with- 
out Cynthia Reynolds and that the 
memory of her tragic death is right 
outside of her front door, every day. 

“Now I can’t even go to my front 
gate without thinking about what 


Zelenskyy signed a law Sunday 
that bans reporting on troop and 
equipment movements that haven’t 
been announced or approved by the 
military. Journalists who violate the 
law could face three to eight years in 
prison. The law does not differenti- 
ate between Ukrainian and foreign 
reporters. 

Britain’s Defense Ministry said 
Russia’s troops are trying to encir- 
cle Ukrainian forces facing the two 
separatist-held areas in the coun- 
try’s east. That would cut the bulk 
of Ukraine’s military off from the 
rest of the country. 

Moscow claims its focus is on 
wresting the entire eastern Donbas 
region, which has been partially 
controlled by Russia-backed sepa- 
ratists since 2014. A high-ranking 
Russian military official said Friday 
that troops were being redirected 
to the east from other parts of the 
country. 


happened to her,’ the resident said. 
She’s been asking guests to come 
in through the back door and has a 
hard time looking at the house next 
door, now. 

“T get up and look through my 
window and look over here, know- 
ing that’s she’s not here, and it’s 
like a part of me is lost,’ she said. 
“My heart is so broken. I cried and 
cried when I heard. She was a good 
person.” 

Neither the neighbor nor Carl- 
ton Reynolds heard the gunshot 
that echoed through the neighbor- 
hood about 1:05 p.m. on March 16. 
Reynolds said he pulled into the 
driveway just a few minutes after 


The leader of one separatist-con- 
trolled area of Donbas said Sunday 
that he wants to hold a vote on join- 
ing Russia, words that may indicate 
a shift in Russia’s position. 

Leonid Pasechnik, head of the 
self-proclaimed Luhansk People’s 
Republic, said it plans to hold a 
referendum on becoming part of 
Russia “in the nearest time.” 

Russia has supported the sepa- 
ratist rebels in Luhansk and 
neighboring Donetsk since an 
insurgency erupted there shortly 
after Moscow annexed the 
Crimean Peninsula from Ukraine 
in 2014. In talks with Ukraine, 
Moscow has demanded Kyiv 
acknowledge the independence 
of Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Kyrylo Budanov, the head of 
Ukrainian military intelligence, 
accused Russia of seeking to split 
Ukraine in two, like North and 
South Korea. 


the shooting, with no idea what had 
happened. 

“She was inside suffering and I 
didn’t even know,” Carlton Reyn- 
olds said, afew days after her death, 
as he stood in their driveway looking 
up at the house. 

Reynolds said the two had been 
married for more than a dozen years 
before getting divorced a little over 
two years ago, but they were closer 
than ever lately. He described her as 
a hardworking, loving person. 

“She didn’t bother anybody,” he 
said. 

Neighbor Ashley Griffin, who 
had just looked out onto her front 
porch to look for a delivery a few 
minutes before the shooting, said, 
“My daughter came up to me and 
told me she heard gunshots. 

“Then I looked outside and the 
police raced onto the street and 
were everywhere.” 

Griffin, who lives with her 
husband, their daughter and their 
four sons, said she moved to Hart- 
ford from California and in the two 
years she’s lived on Irving Street, 
she’s known six people from the 
neighborhood who have been 
killed in nearby shootings or stab- 
bings. 

“It’s horrible, and it’s sad. I was 
just talking to my husband about 
relocating eventually. We’re work- 
ing on saving to move,” she said. 
“Until all these deaths started 
happening here, it was OK.” 

She said that besides going to 
work, school and running errands, 
the family mostly stays inside. But 
to have something happen so close 
to home was startling. 

“It’s so sad that something can 


“The occupiers will try to pull 
the occupied territories into a 
single quasi-state structure and pit 
it against independent Ukraine,” 
Budanov said in a statement 
released by the Defense Ministry. 
He predicted that guerrilla warfare 
by Ukrainians would derail such 
plans. 

A Ukrainian delegate in talks with 
Russia on ending the war, Davyd 
Arakhamia, said in a Facebook post 
the countries would meet in Turkey 
beginning Monday. However, the 
Russians then announced the talks 
would start Tuesday. The sides 
have met previously with no deal 
reached. 

Ukraine says that to defeat Russia, 
the West must provide fighter jets 
and not just missiles and other mili- 
tary equipment. A proposal to trans- 
fer Polish planes to Ukraine via the 
United States was scrapped amid 
NATO concerns about being drawn 


still happen even in the comfort of 
your own home,” she said. 

Mothers United Against Violence, 
a faith-based justice advocacy orga- 
nization, held a vigil outside the 
Reynolds’s house Saturday evening 
to help the neighborhood heal and 
to call for accountability. 

The Rev. Henry Brown, 
co-founder and director of MUAV 
who helped organize the vigil, said 
the group gathered to show the city 
that people are concerned about the 
“frightening” frequency of violence 
in their community. 

He said he hopes the show 
of support for Reynolds’ family 
“{nspires the community to come 
forward to the police to get these 
murderers off the street” and that 
he hopes anyone with information 
will come forward. 

They also mourned the loss of a 
beloved partner, neighbor, mother, 
grandmother and nurse. 

“Cynthia Reynolds was loved. She 
had a family that loved her, a life that 
was valued, and the fact that these 
killers are still free is unacceptable,’ 
said Brown, who had a message for 
those responsible for her death. 

“We want the people who did it to 
know that we’re not going to give up 
on bringing them to justice. You’re 
going to face justice. You’re going 
to face that family,” he said. “When 
you shoot someone, you don’t just 
hurt them. You hurt their whole 
family. That entire family has been 
assassinated by the shooting of their 
mother, their grandmother.” 

Anyone with information about 
the shooting is asked to contact 
the Hartford Police Department 
tip line at 860-722-8477. 


into direct fighting. 

In his pointed remarks, Zelen- 
skyy accused Western govern- 
ments of being “afraid to prevent 
this tragedy. Afraid to simply make 
a decision.” 

“So, who is in charge of the 
Euro-Atlantic community? Is it still 
Moscow, thanks to its scare tactics?” 
he asked. “Our partners must step 
up their aid to Ukraine.” 

His plea was echoed Sunday by 
a priest in the western city of Lviv, 
which was struck by rockets a day 
earlier. The aerial assault illustrated 
that Moscow, despite assertions 
that it intends to shift the war east- 
ward, is willing to strike anywhere 
in Ukraine. 

“When diplomacy doesn’t work, 
we need military support,’ said the 
Rev. Yuri Vaskiv. 

Referring to Putin, he said: “This 
evil is from him, and we must stop 
it.” 
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Police stand guard Sunday in San Salvador, El Salvador. The country’s congress has granted 
President Nayib Bukele’s request to declare a state of emergency. SALVADOR MELENDEZ/AP 


El Salvador declares a state 
of emergency amid killings 


Associated Press 


SAN SALVADOR, El 
Salvador — El Salvador’s 
congress granted President 
Nayib Bukele’s request to 
declare a state of emergency 
early Sunday amid a wave 
of gang-related killings over 
the weekend. 

Fourteen people were 
killed Friday and 62 people 
died Saturday, a scale of 
violence that has not been 
seen for years. By compar- 
ison, there were 79 homi- 
cides in February. 

Bukele announced the 
request Saturday in his 
social media accounts, and 
congress approved it early 
Sunday. The decree would 
suspend constitutional 
guarantees of freedom of 
assembly and loosen arrest 
rules for as much as 30 days 
but could be extended. 

The homicides appeared 
linked to the country’s 
notorious street gangs, 
who effectively control 
many neighborhoods in 
the capital. The National 
Police reported they have 
captured five leaders of the 
Mara Salvatrucha or MS-13, 
who they claimed ordered 
the weekend killings. 

Bukele wrote in his social 
media accounts that he was 


ordering the head of the 
country’s prisons to carry 
out a24/7 lockdown of gang 
inmates in their cells. 

“They are not to go out 
even to the patio” of pris- 
ons, Bukele wrote, adding 
“a message to the gangs: 
because of your actions, 
now your homeboys will 
not see even one ray of 
sunlight.” 

While Bukele has tried to 
project a tough attitude on 
crime, the country’s power- 
ful street gangs have proved 
a double-edged sword for 
him. 

“We must remind the 
people of El Salvador that 
what is happening now is 
due to the negligence of 
those who protected crim- 
inals,” the conservative 
Arena party said in a state- 
ment. 

That was an apparent 
reference to a December 
report by the U.S. Trea- 
sury Department that 
said Bukele’s government 
secretly negotiated a truce 
with leaders of the gangs. 
That contradicted Bukele’s 
denials and raised tensions 
between the two nations. 

The US alleges Bukele’s 
government bought the 
gangs’ support with finan- 
cial benefits and privileges 


for their imprisoned lead- 
ers including prostitutes 
and cellphones. 

The accusations cut to 
the heart of one of Bukele’s 
highly touted successes in 
office: a plunge in the coun- 
try’s homicide rate. 

The president responded 
sarcastically via Twitter 
to the accusations. “Cell 
phones and prostitutes 
in the prisons? Money to 
the gangs? When did that 
happen? Didn’t they even 
check the date? How can 
they put out a such an obvi- 
ous lie without anyone 
questioning them?” 

Bukele denied the accu- 
sation when it was reported 
in August 2020 by the local 
news site El Faro. 

In 2020, Bukele’s admin- 
istration “provided financial 
incentives to Salvadoran 
gangs MS-13 and 18th Street 
Gang (Barrio 18) to ensure 
that incidents of gang 
violence and the number 
of confirmed homicides 
remained low,’ the Treasury 
statement said. 

“Over the course of these 
negotiations with Luna and 
Marroquin, gang leadership 
also agreed to provide polit- 
ical support to the Nuevas 
Ideas political party in 
upcoming elections.” 
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Blinken reassures allies ahead 
of possible Iran nuclear deal 


By Matthew Lee 


Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken on Sunday sought 
to reassure a wary Israel 
and its Gulf Arab allies that 
the Biden administration 
is committed to their secu- 
rity ahead of the possible 
renewal of global powers’ 
international nuclear deal 
with Iran. 

Blinken made the 
comments shortly before 
joining his counterparts 
from Israel and four Arab 
countries at a special gath- 
ering where the Iranian 
nuclear deal was expected 
to top the agenda. Israel 
and many of its neighbors 
are fiercely opposed to the 
deal, which they believe will 
embolden and enrich Iran. 

“When it comes to the 
most important element, 
we see eye-to-eye,” Blinken 
told reporters at a news 
conference with Isra- 
el’s foreign minister. “We 
are both committed, both 
determined that Iran will 
never acquire a nuclear 
weapon.” 

The Biden administra- 
tion has been working to 
renew the 2015 nuclear 
deal, which placed curbs 
on Iran’s nuclear program 
in exchange for billions of 
dollars in sanctions relief. 
With support from Israel, 
the Trump administration 
withdrew from the deal in 
2018, causing it to unravel. 

Although Iran has 
since raced ahead with its 
nuclear program, Israel 
and Gulf Arab countries are 
concerned about restoring 
the original deal. 

Israel fears it does not 
include enough safeguards 
to prevent Iran from devel- 
oping nuclear weapons. 
Both Israel and its Gulf 
allies also believe that relief 
from economic sanctions 
will allow Iran to step up its 
military activities across the 
region, including support 
for hostile militant groups. 

Blinken said the U.S. 
believes that restoring the 





U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken signs a guest book 
before his meeting Sunday with Israel’s President Isaac 
Herzog in Jerusalem. JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP 


nuclear deal “is the best way 
to put Iran’s program back 
in the box it was in.” 

He added: “Our commit- 
ment to the core principle 
of Iran never acquiring a 
nuclear weapon is unwav- 
ering.” 

Blinken also vowed to 
cooperate with Israel to 
counter Iran’s “aggressive 
behavior” across the region. 

It remains unclear if or 
when the nuclear deal will 
be renewed, but there are 
indications it could be soon 
despite several last-minute 
snags, one of which involves 
Iran’s demand for the U.S. 
to lift its designation of 
the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps as a “foreign 
terrorist organization.” 

Israel is deeply opposed 
to such a step and Israeli 
Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett told Blinken that 
he hoped “the United States 
will hear the concerned 
voices from the region — 
Israel’s and others — on this 
very important issue.” 

Israel and its neighbors 
believe any easing of sanc- 
tions and the delisting to 
the IRGC would embolden 
Iranian-backed militant 
groups from Hezbollah in 
Lebanon to the Houthis in 
Yemen, who have launched 
several rocket attacks on the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Saudi Arabia, and Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Meanwhile, a senior 


European official was in 
Tehran on Sunday to try to 
unsnag the talks a day after 
Iran’s top diplomat publicly 
signaled flexibility over the 
IRGC designation. 

If a deal is reached, Israel 
has said that it is not a 
party to the agreement and 
reserves the right to take 
action, including a potential 
military strike, against Iran. 

“Israel and the United 
States will continue to 
work together to prevent a 
nuclear Iran. At the same 
time, Israel will do anything 
we believe is needed to 
stop the Iranian nuclear 
program. Anything,” Israeli 
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid 
said. 

Israel’s government hast- 
ily arranged a meeting of top 
diplomats from Arab coun- 
tries that have normalized 
relations with Israel. The 
two-day gathering, with 
Blinken, was beginning late 
Sunday at a kibbutz in the 
Negev Desert. 

In addition to Blinken 
and Lapid, their coun- 
terparts from Bahrain, 
Morocco, the United Arab 
Emirates and Egypt were 
attending. All four coun- 
tries are considered moder- 
ate Sunni Muslim nations. 
Jordan, another pro-West- 
ern Arab country that has 
a peace agreement with 
Israel, declined an invita- 
tion, apparently in solidar- 
ity with the Palestinians. 


Gallery 


from Page 1 


less-productive legislation with fewer voices 
being heard from lobbyists, the people they 
represent and the public. 

“What this is about is it’s about controlling 
information and not controlling a virus,’ 
Candelora said. “What this is amounting to is 
an abuse of power. Nobody can have access to 
the senators, and leadership can control the 
flow of information. It’s very disconcerting.” 

But Senate President Pro Tem Martin 
Looney of New Haven rejects the criticism, 
saying the Senate cannot afford to have an 
outbreak of illness with only 36 members 
and less than six weeks left in the regular 
legislative session that ends on May 4. With 
the deadline approaching, an outbreak 
could knock the Senate off its calendar at 
a crucial time and derail important legis- 
lation, he said. The General Assembly has 
a large agenda that includes approving the 
$24.2 billion state budget, as well as poten- 
tial reductions in car and property taxes in 
an election year. 

“From a practical sense, in the state Senate, 
we have had four members of our caucus test 


Businesses 


from Page 1 

Morneault’s Stackpole Moore Tryon, a Hart- 
ford clothing retailer, said Lamont is “adding 
to the problem” for businesses that weath- 
ered a steep drop in revenue when they were 
ordered shut at the start of the pandemic. 

“T think whatever the governor decides to 
do he is not thinking it through clearly about 
the impact on the capital,” she said. 

Lamont said he must negotiate with the 
State Employees Bargaining Agent Coali- 
tion “to make sure we do it in the way every- 
body is on board.” About half of the 43,000 
workers covered by the contract are eligi- 
ble to work at home, but many work outside 
Hartford. 

“We want people back at the office as 
much as we can,” the governor said at a 
recent news conference in Bloomfield. “I 
think you’re finding every week more people 
are coming back to the office.” 

His administration is “working hard to get 
more people back to the office,” Lamont said. 
As many state employees retire, new work- 
ers will need mentors, he said. 

“They need training, and you can’t do that 
sitting from your bedroom in Bloomfield on 
Zoom,” Lamont said. 

A spokeswoman for SEBAC did not 
respond to an email seeking comment. 

The Greater Hartford office market from 
the end of 2020 to the end of 2021 contracted 
by 281,115 square feet, with many tenants 
seeking smaller space, according to the 
CBRE Group, a commercial real estate firm. 

COVID-19’s toll on small businesses was 
significant. On a conference call in Janu- 
ary 2021, Morneault described to Lamont 
and David Lehman, the state’s economic 
development commissioner, how COVID- 
19 forced her to lay off employees and rely 


positive just since the start of the session,” 
Looney said, referring to the 23-member 
Democratic caucus. “Every single major- 
ity party senator is a chair responsible to 
bring out bills and develop legislation for 
the chamber. We have a limited timeframe. 
We’re now at the midpoint of the 12-week 
session. We have to take every precaution 
against having an outbreak here that could 
cause our operations to cease.” 

When asked why the two Senate galleries, 
high above the floor, could not be reopened 
to the public, Looney said, “We think we 
need to be as cautious as we possibly can 
because we’re told that the new variant is 
actually more transmissible than omicron 
and also more transmissible than delta. Our 
experience so far this session shows caution 
is essential, with four Democratic senators 
testing positive since opening day.” 

Looney, 73, underwent a kidney transplant 
in 2016, but has not allowed health issues to 
deter him from running for reelection every 
two years and returning to the Capitol. Since 
his days as a teenager, Looney has had anky- 
losing spondylitis, a rare form of arthritis 
that affects the spine and neck. His kidney 
problems arose as “a long-term side effect of 
taking nonsteroidal anti-inflammatories to 





treat this condition,” according to his office. 

While saying that the Senate’s policy is 
reviewed on a weekly basis, Looney said, 
“We’ve seen nothing yet that would justify us 
changing the precautions we're take regard- 
ing the third floor.” 

Looney deflected comparisons that other 
businesses are currently open, saying, “They 
don’t have deadlines to finish their work like 
we do. That’s the difference between us and 
many other places. We’re out of luck if we 
can’t finish. Whatever we can’t get done by 
May 4 doesn’t get done.” 

Candelora, however, said that the legisla- 
ture can still continue operating even when 
lawmakers suffer from illness. 

“T’ve had COVID since the session began. 
Nobody would know it because it was rela- 
tively mild and didn’t require me to quaran- 
tine for that long,” Candelora said. “I’ve had 
members who have had COVID, and they 
could stay in their office in quarantine and 
vote.” 

The ban on entrance to the third floor was 
enforced recently by two Capitol police offi- 
cers and a security technician who stood at 
the top of the stone staircase on the third 
floor. They allowed reporters and staff 
members to proceed but redirected others 





Mike Pitocco, general manager of Trumbull Kitchen, said the restaurant’s lunch crowd has 
increased 25% to 35% in the past two weeks or SO. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


on savings and credit cards. 

The loss of business at the 115-year-old 
retailer was “like someone shut off a water 
faucet,” she said recently. It has since recov- 
ered about 35% of its business, Morneault 
said. 

Mayor Luke Bronin said the city, aided by 
the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, 
made $3 million available in grants to 
hundreds of businesses, with $7,500 capped 
per round during the worst of the pandemic. 
Federal relief funding will provide $6 
million to an initiative known as the Hart 
Lift program, with $50 per square foot up to 
$150,000 available to businesses opening in 
vacant spaces. 


After fits and starts related to coronavirus 
surges, three major Hartford employers — 
the Hartford Financial Services Group Inc., 
Travelers Cos. Inc. and Aetna — are reopen- 
ing offices and dispatching thousands of 
employees back to the city at least a few days 
a week. 

With the return of some of the city’s larg- 
est employers, “we can feel the difference,” 
Bronin said. Still, he acknowledged the 
changed occupational landscape. 

“We know the world of work is going to 
be different coming out of this pandemic,” 
he said. 

The mayor pointed to hopeful signs of 
revival. Baseball and soccer are coming 


back down to the second floor. 

As the coronavirus pandemic started 
spreading in March 2020, legislatures 
closed down around the country as the virus 
peaked. 

The Massachusetts Capitol reopened to 
the general public in mid-February after crit- 
icism that it was closed longer than any other 
state. While the public had been barred, state 
legislators, Capitol employees and journal- 
ists had continued working in the building 
— like Connecticut — since the pandemic 
began. The closure in Massachusetts lasted 
more than 700 days, prompting the criti- 
cism. 

In his State of the Union Address, Pres- 
ident Joe Biden cited return to work as a 
national issue. 

“It’s time for Americans to get back to 
work and fill our great downtowns again,” 
Biden said in the U.S. House chamber on 
March 1. “People working from home can 
feel safe to begin to return to the office. We’re 
doing that here in the federal government. 
The vast majority of federal workers will 
once again work in person.” 


Christopher Keating can be reached at 
ckeating@courant.com. 


back, outdoor dining is set to begin soon and 
festivals and cultural events are in the offing 
this spring and summer. Hartford’s strat- 
egy of building residential units downtown 
is diversifying the economy, while brush- 
ing aside “one of the knocks on Hartford,’ 
that there’s little city life on weekends and 
evenings, he said. 

The state’s decision to quit office buildings 
at 55 Elm St. and Trinity Street also present 
opportunities for mixed use or residential 
development, Bronin said. 

Mike Pitocco, general manager of Trum- 
bull Kitchen, said the restaurant’s lunch 
crowd has increased 25% to 35% in the past 
two weeks or so. And he said he’s noticed 
more traffic, parking lots are filling up and 
Starbucks is busier. 

He said he’s disappointed that remote 
work will continue, but is pleased Hartford 
HealthCare is moving its headquarters, with 
more than 300 employees, to the nearby 
corner of Trumbull and Pearl streets. 

Dante Boffi, owner of Four Dad’s Pub in 
Granby, expanded to Hartford just two weeks 
ago. He accepts that many workers prefer to 
be based out of their homes. “You’re not going 
to get everything you want,” he said. 

Fewer state employees guarantee less 
foot traffic, but Boffi said he’s looking 
forward to the return of insurance and other 
private-sector employees, audiences return- 
ing to Hartford Stage and sports fans coming 
to the XL Center. 

“We saw so many positives on the horizon 
and developers investing in Hartford,’ he 
said of his decision to expand. “These are 
smart people working hard to make Hart- 
ford a viable place on the map. Hartford has 
seen its low and is now on its ascension.” 


Stephen Singer can be reached 
at ssinger@courant.com. 
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WAR IN UKRAINE 


Official 


In Europe, reaction 
to comment about 
Putin more mixed 


By Emily Cochrane, 
Chris Cameron 

and Lara Jakes 

The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — 
Administration officials and 
lawmakers stressed Sunday 
that the United States was 
not seeking regime change 
in Russia over President 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine despite President 
Joe Biden’s comment that 
the Russian leader “cannot 
remain in power.” 

Capping a series of diplo- 
matic summits in Europe, 
Biden delivered a speech 
Saturday in Poland about the 
war in Ukraine. An appar- 
ently ad-libbed remark at 
the conclusion of his address 
— “For God’s sake, this man 
cannot remain in power” — 
quickly eclipsed the rest of 
his speech. 

Government officials — 
from the White House to 
senior lawmakers on Capitol 
Hill — were quick to say that 
the remark was not intended 
as acall for aregime change, 
underscoring the precari- 
ous effort to punish Russia 
for attacking Ukraine while 
avoiding an escalation in the 
war. 

On Sunday, U.S. officials 
were still trying to walk back 
the comment. 

“We do not have a strategy 
of regime change in Russia 
or anywhere else, for that 
matter,’ Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken told jour- 
nalists in Jerusalem after 
meeting with Israel’s foreign 
minister, Yair Lapid. “In this 
case, as in any case, it’s up to 
the people of the country 
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President Joe Biden arrives early Sunday at the White House after a four-day trip to Europe. CAROLYN KASTER/AP 


in question. It’s up to the 
Russian people.” 

Julianne Smith, the U.S. 
ambassador to NATO, told 
CNN’s “State of the Union” 
that Biden’s remarks were “a 
principled human reaction” 
to the Ukrainian refugees 
he had met in Warsaw. But, 
she insisted, “the U.S. does 
not have a policy of regime 
change in Russia. Full stop.” 

Senior lawmakers main- 
tained a similar position 
Sunday, with Sen. Jim Risch 
of Idaho, the top Republi- 
can on the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, saying he 
wished Biden “would stay 
on script.” 

Risch said that even 
suggesting regime change 


would inevitably “cause a 
huge problem,” calling the 
remark a “horrendous gaffe” 
in an otherwise good speech. 

“The administration has 
done everything they can to 
stop escalating — there’s not 
a whole lot more you can do 
to escalate than to call fora 
regime change,” he said on 
“State of the Union.” 

“Tl walk it back right now 
— that is not the policy of the 
United States of America,” 
he added. 

Sen. Rob Portman, 
R-Ohio, said on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press” that the comment 
“plays into the hands of 
Vladimir Putin,” although 
he described the speech as 
“very strong, despite the 


US-backed group gets 
vital drugs to war zone 


Ukraine a hot spot 
for HIV infections 
in Western Europe 


By Ricardo Alonso- 
Zaldivar 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Thou- 
sands of patients in Ukraine 
are receiving lifesaving 
medicines to treat HIV and 
opioid addiction through a 
U.S.-funded group still oper- 
ating despite the Russian 
invasion. 

Supplies are running 
short and making deliver- 
ies isa complicated calculus 
with unpredictable risks. 

Officials say the quiet 
work of the Alliance for 
Public Health shows how 
American assistance is 
reaching individuals in the 
besieged nation, on a differ- 
ent wavelength from U.S. 
diplomatic and military 
support for the Ukrainian 
government. 

The Ukraine-based 
humanitarian organization 
has operated for more than 
20 years. It has received 
millions of dollars from the 
U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development as well 
as the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
and other federal programs 
to counter HIV globally. 

Executive director Andriy 
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Klepikov said shutting down 
was not an option during 
the invasion. Ukraine has 
one of the most serious 
HIV epidemics in Western 
Europe, and patients need 
their medications daily. 

He said his group made a 
“risk management plan” to 
continue its work if fight- 
ing broke out. But it did not 
envision the scale of the 
onslaught unleashed by 
Russian forces, and that has 
forced the group to adapt. 

In areas of Ukraine that 
have escaped the worst, 
the organization is still able 
to deliver medications via 
postal and parcel services. 

For refugees who have left 
the country, caseworkers are 
making connections with 
aid groups that can restock 
medications. In places 
under attack but still in 
Ukrainian control, medical 
vans are bringing in supplies 
via convoys. The group has 
even been able to get some 
deliveries into Russian-con- 
trolled areas, with the help 
of intermediaries. It also is 
distributing medicines for 
tuberculosis. 

“We Ukrainians are quite 
resilient. I am not the best 
soldier. But in the area of 
medicine, humanitarian 
work, public health, human 
rights — that’s my area, and I 
will do the maximum possi- 


ble.” 


Volunteers fill sandbags last week at the beach to help defend 
the Black Sea port of Odesa. PETROS GIANNAKOURIS/AP 


He was interviewed by 
telephone several times 
recently. 

“We are still serving thou- 
sands of people” with medi- 
cations, Klepikov said. “It’s 
more than five thousand.” 

The group’s fleet of medi- 
cal vans has been pressed 
into service to transport 
injured civilians to hospi- 
tals that can treat complex 
cases and to deliver essential 
supplies for daily living. 

U.S. officials say they have 
been impressed with the 
attitude of the Ukrainians, 
which evokes the tenacity of 
Britons during the London 
Blitz in World War II. 

“Going into the war, 
I think we assumed the 
services would probably 
not be working anymore, 
and we completely under- 
stood,” said Ryan Keating, 
a CDC epidemiologist over- 
seeing AIDS prevention and 
treatment assistance for 
Ukraine. But “in most cases 
throughout the country our 
partners have continued to 
work every day.” 

Keating tells of a nurse 
at a clinic in one hard-hit 
city, who when the air raid 
siren sounded, scooped up 
the HIV medicines first and 
then hustled to the bomb 
shelter. Health care staff 
continued to communicate 
with clients from the bomb 
shelter. 


ad-lib at the end.” 

The chairman of the 
Senate Intelligence 
Committee, Sen. Mark 
Warner, D-Va., echoed 
comments from the White 
House. 

“It is up to the Russian 
people to determine who is 
going to be in power in the 
Kremlin,” he told CNN. 

Rep. Michael McCaul of 
Texas, the top Republican 
on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said “the fact is, 
anytime the United States 
has said — spoke out for 
a regime change, it hasn’t 
worked out so well. 

“I know it was off the 
cuff, but whatever the pres- 
ident says, it carries a lot of 


weight,” McCaul said on 
“State of the Union.” 

He said the remark threat- 
ened to overshadow the 
push to send additional mili- 
tary assistance and other aid 
to Ukraine in its fight against 
Russia. 

European officials reacted 
with a mix of rejection and 
admiration. 

The French and Brit- 
ish governments distanced 
themselves from Biden’s 
remarks and the prospect of 
regime change, while others 
welcomed his blunt tone. 

“T wouldn’t use this 
kind of words,” President 
Emmanuel Macron of 
France said in a television 
interview Sunday after he 


Pat 2 
t*a 


*? 
— —  —.Se eee sn ~ 
ay 








s downplay Biden’s remark 


was asked to comment on 
Biden’s speech. He said he 
hoped to obtain a cease- 
fire and the withdrawal 
of Russian troops from 
Ukraine through diplomacy. 

“If we want to do this, we 
mustn’t escalate,” he said, 
“neither with words nor 
with actions.” 

Britain’s government took 
a similar stance. 

“T think that is up to the 
Russian people,” Nadhim 
Zahawi, education secretary, 
said Sunday, when asked if 
the British government 
thought Putin should go. 

But Italian officials and 
commentators had a more 
favorable view of Biden’s 
remarks. 

Biden had used words 
“that must make Putin 
clearly understand that 
he has to stop,” the foreign 
minister, Luigi Di Maio, said 
on Italian television. 

He said Biden made “a 
very clear speech; he used 
resolute words. But let’s 
remember that on the other 
side, Putin uses bombs.” 

Jacopo Iacoboni, an Ital- 
ian journalist and a critic 
of the Russian govern- 
ment who usually opposes 
Di Maio’s party, the 5-Star 
Movement, agreed. 

“You might criticize Biden 
in many ways, but is there 
any European leader who 
says, clearly, this simple 
truth?” he wrote on Twit- 
ter. “Putin cannot stay in 
power.” 

Maurizio Molinari, direc- 
tor of the La Repubblica 
newspaper, wrote in an 
editorial that Biden’s words 
reflected the objective of 
the pro-Ukraine coali- 
tion. “Sanctions will stay in 
place,” he wrote, “as long as 
‘the war criminal’ stays in 


A convoy of vehicles evacuating civilians from Irpin maneuvers past a destroyed Russian 
armored vehicle March 9 on the outskirts of Kyiv. Thousands of patients are receiving lifesaving 
medicines to treat HIV and opioid addiction through a U.S.-funded group. VADIM GHIRDA/AP 


For the Alliance, every day 
is a test. The group has lost 
contact with clients in Mari- 
upol, which has a large popu- 
lation of HIV patients. That 
coastal city has been relent- 
lessly pummeled by the 
Russians, and reports indi- 
cate much of it is reduced to 
rubble. An Alliance medical 
van was destroyed during 
a bombardment, Klepikov 
said. 

Normal patterns of 
communication between 
clients and their casework- 
ers and clinicians have been 
severely disrupted. A clinic 
or office may be closed. 


Patients may have moved to 
safer areas. Messaging apps 
and online forums have 
filled some of the gaps, much 
as telehealth became the 
fallback in the United States 
during the first wave of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

A website supported by 
the Alliance has become a 
place for patients to seek 
counseling for the trauma 
of war. 

“The importance of this 
work increases substan- 
tially in the context of war,” 
said Klepikov, who holds a 
doctorate in philosophy. 

The U.S. has a long-stand- 


ing relationship with the 
Ukrainian group through 
a program called the Presi- 
dent’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief. 

Efforts are underway to 
restock Ukraine’s supply 
of medicines, said Dr. Ezra 
Barzilay, CDC’s coun- 
try director for Ukraine. 
Antiretroviral drugs are 
used to treat HIV, and medi- 
cines such as buprenorphine 
and methadone are used for 
opioid addiction. 

Two Ukrainian factories 
that made drugs to treat 
opioid addiction have been 
attacked. 


Odesa on edge as Russian ships move closer 


Associated Press 


ODESA, Ukraine — The 
Black Sea port of Odesa is 
mining its beaches and rush- 
ing to defend its cultural 
heritage from a feared Mari- 
upol-style fate in the face 
of growing alarm that the 
strategic city might be next 
as Russia attempts to strip 
Ukraine of its coastline. 

The multicultural jewel, 
dear to Ukrainian hearts and 
even Russian ones, would be 
a strategic win for Russia. It 
is the country’s largest port, 


crucial to grain and other 
exports, and headquarters 
for the Ukrainian navy. 

Bombardment from the 
sea last week raised worries 
that the city is in Russia’s 
sights. 

Residents say Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
would be insane to take 
Odesa with the brutal 
approach that has left other 
Ukrainian cities in ruins. 
But after a month of war, 
people say they can’t predict 
anything anymore. 

“The only thing we’re 


really afraid of is that the 
other side has no principles 
whatsoever,” said Valerii 
Novak, a local businessman. 

Now he and other resi- 
dents watch Russian 
warships move closer. 

Western officials call 
the Russian ships a mix of 
surface combatants and the 
kinds used to put infantry 
ashore. 

The seizure of Odesa and 
the strip of land farther west 
also would allow Moscow 
to build a land corridor to 
the separatist Trans-Dni- 


ester region of neighbor- 
ing Moldova that hosts a 
Russian military base. 

The uncertainty adds to 
the anxiety in Odesa, where 
panic has been followed by 
a wary calm. Some residents 
are pitching in to strengthen 
the city’s defenses. 

On an unmined beach, sea 
captain Sivak Vitaliy joined 
others in packing sandbags 
for barricades. 

“We will win,” he said, no 
matter how ghastly Russia’s 
invasion has become in cities 
like Maruipol or Kharkiv. 
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GOP-led 


Results mixed, but 


adds fuel to belief of 
2020 election fraud 


By Scott Bauer 


Associated Press 


MADISON, Wis. — The 
push by Republicans to 
conduct partisan ballot 
reviews similar to the one 
that unfolded last year in 
Arizona has spread beyond 
the battleground states 
where former President 
Donald Trump disputed his 
loss, an effort that has had 
mixed legislative success 
but has sown doubts about 
whether future elections can 
be trusted. 

While most of the bills 
are unlikely to become law, 
the debates and public hear- 
ings in GOP-controlled state 
legislative chambers have 
added fuel to the false claims 
that widespread fraud cost 
Trump reelection in 2020. 

“They’re really tearing 
down democracy, and they 
don’t think they are,” said 
Scott McDonell, the elec- 
tion clerk in Dane County, 
Wisconsin. 

The proposals come after 
flawed Republican-or- 
dered reviews in Arizona 
and Wisconsin where GOP 
lawmakers gave the job of 
examining the previous elec- 
tion to partisan actors. 

In Arizona, the contract 
went to a Florida-based firm 
with no previous experience 
in election audits but with 
a CEO who had expressed 
support for conspiracy 
theories surrounding the 
2020 presidential results. In 
Wisconsin, the Republican 
leader of the state Assem- 
bly appointed a retired state 
Supreme Court justice who 
declared the election stolen 
before his review. 

Similar efforts are being 
pursued by Republicans in 
the presidential battleground 
states of Michigan and Penn- 
sylvania, also won by Biden. 

More than a dozen bills 
have been introduced this 
year in seven other states 
proposing similar reviews of 
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A group of people in Madison, Wisconsin, calling for a review of the 2020 presidential election. SCOTT BAUER/AP 2021 


elections and election results, 
including states Trump won 
such as Florida, Missouri and 
Tennessee, according to the 
Brennan Center for Justice, 
which tracks such efforts. 
That comes after legisla- 
tion was introduced in eight 
states last year to review the 
2020 results, and 12 states 
considered bills to perform 
new review processes for 
future elections. 

“Tt’s really not clear to me 
that there’s any realistic, legit- 
imate audit that can be done 
that will satisfy some of the 
folks who are calling for this,” 
said Wisconsin state Rep. 
Mark Spreitzer, a Democrat 
and member of the Assem- 
bly’s elections committee. 
“Tf I thought there was some 
additional check we could do 
that would give voters more 
confidence, we’d do it.” 

Forty-four states conduct 
some type of postelection 
audit or take steps outlined in 
state law or through admin- 
istrative procedures to verify 
the accuracy of vote tallies, 
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according to the National 
Conference of State Legis- 
latures. The six states with 
no such requirements are 
Alabama, Louisiana, Maine, 
Mississippi, New Hampshire 
and South Dakota. 

Those states likely have 
some kind of canvassing 
process where election offi- 
cials certify the results, but 
there is no check on the 
voting equipment itself, said 
Jennifer Morrell, a former 
elections clerk in Colorado 
and Utah who now advises 
state and local election ofh- 
cials. 

Bills calling for parti- 
san election reviews have 
found little success, which 
is due partly to Republican 
lawmakers who have criti- 
cized the 2020 conspiracy 
theories and defended their 
state’s elections. 

In South Dakota, the 
Republican-controlled 
House last month passed a 
measure to require in-depth 
reviews of ballots and voting 
equipment in close presiden- 
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tial elections. Several House 
Republicans had attended a 
conference held by MyPillow 
chief executive Mike Lindell 
last year during which he 
attempted to prove that 
voting equipment had been 
hacked, and the lawmakers 
echoed those claims during 
debate. 

The bill was later rejected 
by Republicans in the state 
Senate who pointed out that 
it was prompted by baseless 
claims that the 2020 presi- 
dential election was subject 
to widespread fraud. Trump 
won the state by a wide 
margin. 

“Uncertainty comes 
because we have these 
extremists across America 
who with the social media 
can get a forum, and they 
are raising questions only 
for the purpose of creating 
uncertainty about our elec- 
tions,” said Republican state 
Sen. Lee Schoenbeck. “Regu- 
lar, normal people don’t have 
those fears at all.” 

In Virginia, Democrats 
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who control the state Senate 
defeated a Republican 
measure that would have 
required “forensic audits” of 
an election if certain elected 
officials or elections officials 
requested one, or ifa group of 
residents petitioned for one. 
It also would have initiated 
a review of the 2020 general 
election in Virginia. 

The bill was spon- 
sored by Republican Sen. 
Amanda Chase, a prominent 
promoter of conspiracy theo- 
ries about the 2020 presiden- 
tial election who attended 
the rally in Washington, DC., 
that preceded the 2021 US. 
Capitol insurrection. Chase 
said during a contentious 
committee hearing that she 
filed the measure after hear- 
ing concerns from constit- 
uents who tried to vote and 
were told a ballot had already 
been cast in their name. 

Members of the public 
were given an opportu- 
nity to weigh in, and several 
speakers in favor of the bill 
attacked the committee’s 


vote reviews sow distrust 


Democrats. 

“T consider it treason to not 
support this bill” one woman 
said. Another warned the 
committee that there would 
be “eternal consequences” 
for “your souls” if they didn’t 
“legislate fairly.” 

Democratic Sen. Adam 
Ebbin, the committee chair- 
man, said he was offended by 
the statements. 

“We're doing our jobs and 
we're trying to assess each 
bill fairly,” he said. Ebbin also 
told the Republican sponsor 
of the bill that “when public 
officials sow distrust in elec- 
tions” it furthers unfounded 
concerns about widespread 
problems. 

The measure was defeated 
on a party-line vote, with 
every Republican on the 
committee voting in support 
of it. 

In Arizona, Republicans 
behind that state’s flawed 
election review introduced 
a bill to require an exhaus- 
tive review following every 
election. The measure hit a 
snag this month when two 
Republicans voted against 
it. That left it short of major- 
ity support, though it could 
be revived in the coming 
months. 

In Pennsylvania, where 
Senate Republicans are 
mounting a partisan investi- 
gation into the 2020 election 
lost by Trump, Republicans 
have pressed legislation 
to expand the state’s post- 
election reviews. One bill 
was vetoed last summer by 
Gov. Tom Wolf, a Democrat, 
while others are pending in 
the Republican-controlled 
Legislature. 

While some states are 
pushing to enact Arizo- 
na-style reviews, others are 
moving in the other direc- 
tion. 

In Maine, a pending 
Democratic bill would instill 
safeguards to protect ballots 
and voting machines from 
tampering while also keep- 
ing ballots out of the hands 
of partisans. A similar bill 
is making its way through 
Colorado’s Democratic-con- 
trolled Legislature. 
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94TH ACADEMY AWARDS 


CODA wins after Oscars sl 


By Jake Coyle 


Associated Press 


After a movie year often 
light on crowds, the Acad- 
emy Awards named an 
unabashed crowd-pleaser, 
the deaf family drama 
“CODA,” best picture 
Sunday, handing Holly- 
wood’s top award toa 
streaming service for the 
first time. 

Sian Heder’s “CODA” 
started out as an underdog 
but gradually emerged as 
the Oscars’ feel-good favor- 
ite. It also had one very 
deep-pocketed backer in 
Apple TV+, which scored 
its first best picture Acad- 
emy Award on Sunday. 

It also handed another 
near-miss defeat to Netflix, 
the veteran streamer that 
for years has tried vainly to 
score best picture. Its best 
chance, Jane Campion’s 
“The Power of the Dog,” 
came in with a leading 12 
nominations. 

But “CODA” rode a wave 
of goodwill driven by its 
cast, including Marlee 
Matlin, Troy Kotsur and 
Daniel Durant. It’s the first 
film with a largely deaf cast 
to win best picture. 

Earlier, a show that 
steadily maintained a buoy- 
ant spirit was rocked by 
an unbelievable exchange 
after Will Smith took 
offense to ajoke made by 
Chris Rock about his wife, 
Jada Pinkett Smith. 

After Rock joked to 
Smith that he was look- 
ing forward to a sequel to 
“G.I. Jane,” Smith stood 
up from his seat near the 
stage, strode up to Rock 
and slapped him. After 
sitting back down, Smith 
shouted at Rock to “keep 
my wife’s name out of your 
(expletive) mouth.” When 
Rock, who joked about 
Jada Pinkett Smith while 
hosting the Oscars in 2016, 
protested that it was just 
a “G.I. Jane” joke, Smith 
repeated the same line. 

“That was the greatest 
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Youn Yuh-jung, right, presents Troy Kotsur with the award for 
best performance by an actor in a supporting role for “CODA” 


night in the history of tele- 
vision,” Rock said, before 
awkwardly returning to 
presenting best documen- 
tary, which went to Quest- 
love’s “Summer of Soul 
(... or When the Revolution 
Was Not Televised).” 
Smith, who plays Venus 


Searchers unearth 
plane’s 2nd ‘black box’ 
in deadly China crash 


From new services 


BEIJING — The second 
“black box” from a China 
Eastern Boeing 737-800 was 
found Sunday, raising hopes 
that it might shed light on 
why the passenger plane 
nosedived into a remote 
mountainous area in south- 
ern China last week, killing 
all 132 people on board. 

Firefighters taking part in 
the search found the flight 
data recorder on a mountain 
slope about 130 feet from the 
point of impact and 5 feet 
underground, state media 
said. 

Experts confirmed it was 
the second black box. The 
impact of the crash created 
a 65-foot-deep pit in the side 
of the mountain and scat- 
tered debris widely. 

Searchers had been look- 
ing for the data recorder 
after finding the cockpit 
voice recorder four days ago. 

The two black boxes 
should help investigators 
determine what caused 
the plane to plummet from 
29,000 feet about one hour 
into the flight and shortly 
before it would have begun 
its descent. 

The search was paused 
Sunday afternoon for a 
three-minute moment 
of silence for the 123 
passengers and nine crew 
members. Emergency work- 
ers took off their helmets, 
and police and soldiers their 
caps. Standing in groups in 
formation, they bowed their 
heads as sirens blared. 

Flight MU5735 crashed 
March 21 en route from the 
city of Kunming in south- 
eastern China to Guang- 
zhou, a major city and 
export manufacturing hub 
near Hong Kong. 

The cockpit voice 
recorder was found two days 
later. It has been sent to a 
Beijing lab for analysis, and 
the data recorder was also 
being sent to the Chinese 
capital for decoding. 


Gas prices dip: The average 
US. price of a gallon of regu- 
lar-grade gasoline dropped 
6 cents over the past two 
weeks to $4.37 per gallon. 

Industry analyst Trilby 
Lundberg of the Lundberg 
Survey said Sunday that the 
decrease comes after nine 
straight weeks of price hikes 
totaling 98 cents. 

The price at the pump is 
$1.42 higher than it was a 
year ago. 

Nationwide, the high- 
est average price for regu- 
lar-grade gas is in Los 
Angeles, at $5.99 per gallon. 
The lowest average is in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, at $3.70 
per gallon. 

According to the survey, 
the average price of diesel is 
$5.16 a gallon, down 4 cents 
over two weeks. 


Colorado wildfire: A wildfire 
south of Boulder that forced 
nearly 20,000 people to flee 
was listed at 21% contained, 
and most evacuations had 
been lifted by Sunday morn- 
ing, officials with Boulder 
Fire-Rescue said. 

The fire, which ignited 
Saturday, burned to within 
1,000 yards of homes on 
the west end of Boulder, 
said Mike Smith, incident 
commander. 

A quick initial attack 
“combined with all of the 
fuels mitigation treatments 
that we’ve done in this 
area is one of the reasons 
that we’ve had such great 
success,” Smith said Sunday. 

Fire crews were also able 
to use aircraft to fight the 
fire, laying down lines of 
fire retardant near homes in 
the rolling hills south of the 
college town, he said. 

The evacuation area was 
reduced late Saturday to 
cover about 1,700 people and 
700 residences, down from 
about 8,000 homes earlier 
in the day. Fire managers 
will allow more people back 
into their homes Sunday as it 
becomes safe, officials said. 


and Serena Williams’ father 
in “King Richard,’ later 
won best actor, his first 
Oscar. It meant Smith again 
took the stage shortly after 
what seemed likely to be 
one of the most infamous 
moments in Academy 
Awards history. 
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“Richard Williams was 
a fierce defender of his 
family?’ Smith said in his 
first remarks. He contin- 
ued: “I’m being called on in 
my life to love people and to 
protect people and to bea 
river to my people.” 

Ultimately, Smith apol- 
ogized to the academy and 
to his fellow nominees. “Art 
imitates life. I look like the 
crazy father” said Smith. 
“But love will make you do 
crazy things.” 

Jane Campion won the 
Oscar best director for 
“The Power of the Dog,” 
her open-plains psycho- 
drama that twisted and 
upended western conven- 
tions. 

Best actress went to 
Jessica Chastain, who 
also won her first Oscar. 
Chastain won for her 
empathetic portrayal of the 
televangelist Tammy Faye 
in “The Eyes of Tammy 
Faye,” amovie she also 
produced. 
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After record-low ratings 
and a pandemic-marred 
2021 show, producers this 
year turned to one of the 
biggest stars around — 
Beyonce — to kick off an 
Oscars intended to revive 
the awards’ place in pop 
culture. After an intro- 
duction from Venus and 
Serena Williams, Beyonce 
performed her “King Rich- 
ard” nominated song, “Be 
Alive,’ in an elaborately 
choreographed perfor- 
mance from a lime-colored, 
open-air stage in Compton, 
where the Williams sisters 
grew up. 

Hosts Wanda Sykes, Amy 
Schumer and Regina Hall 
then began the telecast 
from the Dolby Theatre. 

“All right, we are here 
at the Oscars,” began Hall. 
Sykes finished: “Where 
movie lovers unite and 
watch TV.” 

Sykes, Schumer and Hall 
breezily joked through 
prominent Hollywood 
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issues like pay equity — 
they said three female 
hosts were “cheaper than 
one man” — the Lady 
Gaga drama that Sykes 
called “House of Random 
Accents,” the state of the 
Golden Globes (now rele- 
gated to the in memoriam 
package, said Sykes) and 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s girl- 
friends. Their most pointed 
political point came at 

the end of their routine, 

in which they promised 

a great night and then 
alluded to Florida’s “Don’t 
Say Gay” bill. 

“And for you people in 
Florida, we’re going to have 
a gay night,” said Sykes. 

The first broadcast 
award went, fittingly, 
to Ariana DeBose, who 
became the first openly 
LGBTQ actor and first 
Latina to win best support- 
ing actress. Her win came 
60 years after Rita Moreno 
won for the same role in 
the 1961 original “West Side 
Story.” 

DeBose thanked Moreno 
for leading the way for 
“tons of Anitas like me.” 

Later, Kotsur became 
the first male deaf actor to 
ever win an acting Oscar, 
and joined his “CODA” 
co-star Matlin as the only 
deaf actors to win an Acad- 
emy Award. He received 
a standing ovation while 
many in the Dolby gave 
the Deaf clap, waving both 
hands in the air. 

“This is for the Deaf 
community, the CODA 
community and the 
disabled community,” 
said Kotsur, signing from 
the stage. “This is our 
moment.” 

“Encanto,” the Disney hit 
propelled by its chart-top- 
ping soundtrack, won best 
animated film. Ryusuke 
Hamaguchi’s three-hour 
Japanese drama “Drive My 
Car,’ one of the year’s most 
acclaimed films, won for 
best international film. 
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Children enjoy a water ride against the background of a Ferris wheel Sunday at a fair in Dnarmsala, India. Fairs, once an annual 
feature in India, are slowly returning after being canceled during the COVID-19 pandemic. There have been more than 43 million 
infections and 103,000 deaths from COVID-19 in India, according to Johns Hopkins University. ASHWINI BHATIA/AP 


Prince William: As Carib- 
bean nations debate their 
relationship with the Brit- 
ish crown, Prince William 
says he will support and 
respect whatever decision 
the people make. 

William, second in line 
to the throne, made the 
comments after an eight-day 
tour of Belize, Jamaica and 
the Bahamas during which 
he and wife Kate were cele- 
brated but also criticized 
as being “tone deaf” for 
perpetuating images of Brit- 
ain’s colonial rule. Jamaican 
Prime Minister Andrew 
Holness told the royals his 
country intended to become 
a republic, removing the 
British monarch as its head 
of state. 

“T know that this tour has 
brought into even sharper 
focus questions about the 
past and the future,” William 
said in a statement reflect- 
ing the end of their tour 
on Saturday. “In Belize, 
Jamaica and the Bahamas, 
that future is for the people 
to decide upon.” 

The young royals visited 


the three nations as repre- 
sentatives of Queen Eliz- 
abeth II, who celebrates 
the 70th anniversary of her 
reign this year. 


Israel shooting: A pair of 
Arab gunmen killed two 
people and wounded four 
others Sunday in a shoot- 
ing spree in central Israel 
before they were killed by 
police, according to police 
and medical officials. 

It was the second deadly 
nationalist attack carried 
out by Arab assailants in 
an Israeli city in less than 
a week. On Tuesday, a lone 
attacker inspired by the 
Islamic State group killed 
four people in a stabbing 
rampage in southern Israel 
before he was killed by pass- 
ersby. 

Israeli security officials 
said the gunmen were 
supporters of the Islamic 
State extremist group who 
were Arab citizens from 
northern Israel. 

The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because the investigation 


was continuing. 

The attack comes just 
ahead of Ramadan and also 
threatened to cast ashadow 
over a gathering of foreign 
ministers in the Negev 
desert, where the Iranian 
nuclear deal was expected 
to top the agenda.. 


Germany election: German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s 
center-left Social Democrats 
were headed for a clear elec- 
tion win Sunday in a western 
state that their conserva- 
tive rivals have led since 
1999, projections showed, 
in the first test at the ballot 
box since Scholz’s national 
government took office in 
December. 

Social Democrat Anke 
Rehlinger was on course to 
become the new governor 
of Saarland, a region on the 
French border that is one of 
Germany’s smallest states, 
with nearly 1 million people. 
Projections for ARD and 
ZDF television based on exit 
polls and early counting of 
votes for the state legislature 
put support for the Social 


Democrats at 43%, ahead of 
the center-right Christian 
Democratic Union’s roughly 
27.5% of the vote. 


Myanmar threat: Myan- 
mar’s leader vowed Sunday 
to intensify action against 
homegrown militia groups 
fighting the military-run 
government, saying the 
armed forces would “anni- 
hilate” them. 

Senior Gen. Min Aung 
Hlaing, speaking at a mili- 
tary parade marking Armed 
Forces Day, also urged 
ethnic minorities not to 
support groups opposed 
to army rule and ruled out 
negotiations with them. 

The military seized power 
last year from the democrat- 
ically elected government of 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Security forces used 
lethal force to suppress 
mass nationwide protests, 
resulting in the deaths of 
more than 1,700 civilians, 
according to a detailed tally 
compiled by the Assistance 
Association for Political 
Prisoners. 
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Every public dollar must be 
equally protected from fraud 


By William Tong 


In 2009, Gov. M. Jodi Rell signed into 
law Connecticut’s False Claims Act, giving 
the office of the attorney general authority 
to investigate and civilly prosecute fraud 
and abuse of taxpayer funds. In conjunc- 
tion with our federal partners in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, we have recovered over 
$175 million in misspent public dollars 
since then, but the law had one glaring 
loophole. It applied only to health care 
spending. That loophole has hamstrung 
Connecticut’s anti-corruption efforts for 
over a decade. It’s time for that to change. 

That’s why I have asked the Connecti- 
cut General Assembly this year to right that 
historic wrong and to ensure every public 
dollar is equally protected from fraud and 
abuse. 

No one believes fraud is somehow 
limited to health care spending. I would 
guess most Connecticut residents — and 
many lawmakers — have no idea that the 
attorney general is statutorily blocked 
from pursuing civil fraud cases involv- 
ing construction of our highways, bridges 
and schools. Most would be surprised to 
learn that the state cannot civilly prosecute 
misuse of COVID-19 relief funds. 

Connecticut has an unusually weak 
False Claims Act. Every one of our border- 
ing states, New York, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, have broad False Claims 
Acts that apply to all state agencies and 
programs. Only 10 states nationwide 
restrict their False Claims Act authority to 
health care spending. That’s not a club we 
want to be in anymore. 

False Claims Act statutes are not new. 
The federal False Claims Act is a Civil 
War-era statute passed in response to 
concerns that contractors and suppliers 
were defrauding the Union Army by sell- 
ing moth-eaten blankets, injured horses 
and boxes of sawdust instead of guns. 

In 1863, at President Abraham Lincoln’s 
urging, Congress passed the federal False 
Claims Act, known as “Lincoln’s Law.” 
Today, the majority of states have enacted 
their own False Claims Acts modeled on 
the federal law to establish liability for 
anyone who submits a “false or fraudu- 
lent” claim for payment to the govern- 
ment regardless of the agency or program 
paying the claim. 

These statutes allow governments to 
summon witnesses and demand produc- 
tion of documents and records, and — 
where an investigation establishes solid 
factual and legal foundation — enable civil 
prosecution to recover triple damages, civil 
penalties and the costs of investigation and 
prosecution. 

Recently, we have used our health care 
False Claims Act authority in conjunction 
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office to recover 
$1.5 million from a testing lab that over- 
charged our state Medicaid program for 
drug tests. We recovered $1.7 million 
from a dentist who engaged in a long- 
term scheme to charge the state Medicaid 
program for vital dental services that he 
never provided. We secured a nearly $15 
million judgment against a physician who 
billed Connecticut’s Medicaid program for 
fake office visits, home visits and nursing 
home visits on dates when he was working 
in Kentucky, vacationing in Florida or out 
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Connecticut Attorney General William Tong is asking the General Assembly to expand the state’s 


False Claims Act beyond just health care fraud. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


of the country. 

The office of the attorney general has a 
12-year track record of successful health 
care fraud prosecutions, multimillion-dol- 
lar recoveries and excellent partnerships 
with our state and federal investigative 
partners, including those in the Depart- 
ment of Social Services, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office and the U.S. Health and Human 
Services Office of the Inspector General. 
Let’s build on that success. 

Our neighboring states have already 
used their comprehensive authority to 
recover millions of dollars from dishon- 
est contractors who charged the state for 
N95 masks that were never provided, who 
delivered substandard fuel that clogged 
state heating systems, who overbilled for 
bus trips never made, who sold defective 
software for state security cameras, and 
more. No state agency and no public dollar 
is immune from fraud, abuse and corrup- 
tion. That is true here in Connecticut, 
as it is in our sister states and across the 
globe. We just lack the tools here to pursue 
those bad actors and get money back for 
Connecticut taxpayers. 

Some are opposed to expanding 
Connecticut’s False Claims Act because 
they fear it could harm the construction 
industry. Construction contracts exist ina 
gray area, they have claimed, that deserves 
special exemption from anti-corrup- 
tion oversight. That argument is simply 
without merit. While the vast majority of 
Connecticut’s contractors — in construc- 
tion, health care and elsewhere — play by 


the rules, we know that the construction 
industry, like all other industries, is subject 
to fraud and abuse. Honest contractors 
have absolutely nothing to fear from 

state anti-corruption statutes and should 
welcome this reform as it ensures unscru- 
pulous competitors are not gaming the 
system and extracting unlawful advan- 
tages. 

Some also have raised concerns that 
competing contractors could file baseless 
complaints to unfairly ensnare honest 
businesses in lengthy investigations. We 
have had no complaints of this type of 
activity involving health care contrac- 
tors under our existing statute, in part 
because the statute explicitly protects 
innocent people and reputable busi- 
nesses from frivolous lawsuits. Under the 
statute, a whistleblower must file their 
complaint under seal and disclose all 
evidence to the government for inves- 
tigation. If we determine there is no 
merit, we can dismiss the whistleblower 
complaint. 

For 12 years, we have shown that 
Connecticut’s False Claims Act works to 
recover health care dollars lost to fraud 
and abuse. We have also witnessed stark 
examples of corruption and abuse in 
public spending outside of our health 
care programs. It’s time to close the False 
Claims Act loophole and ensure every 
taxpayer dollar is protected. 


William Tong is the attorney general 
of Connecticut. 


A path toward peace in Ukraine 


By Samuel Teixeira 


As talk of athird world war and nuclear 
escalation percolate to the surface, it’s 
imperative that Americans take this 
discussion seriously. We have been sleep- 
walking a path toward escalation over the 
war in Ukraine, and we need to immedi- 
ately find an exit ramp that all parties find 
mutually beneficial. 

To promote de-escalation, the U.S. 
must encourage and accelerate negotia- 
tion between Russia and Ukraine though 
neither the U.S. nor our allies seem to be 
doing that. Nonetheless, the United States 
can help to pave a path toward peace and 
de-escalation without intervening directly 
by helping to build a framework for post- 
war peace and security in and around 
Ukraine. 

Now that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has demanded a neutral Ukraine and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has demanded “real” security guarantees, 
the door is open for the U.S. to help provide 
those real guarantees of lasting security 
and neutrality via the world’s peacekeep- 
ing institution — the United Nations. 

How? A postwar Ukraine that is neutral, 
secure and independent would be free 
from any foreign military intervention — 
from Russia, the U.S., or any other power. 
The U.N. can effectively guarantee that 
no superpower would ever intervene in 
Ukraine in the future by tying permanent 
membership on the U.N. Security Council 
to Ukraine’s ongoing autonomy. 

Under such a postwar arrangement, 
any permanent member of the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council that deploys force in Ukraine 
without U.N. approval would automatically 


forfeit its permanent seat on the Council. It 
would be unwise and politically impossible 
to apply this policy retroactively, in a puni- 

tive attempt to force Russia off the Council 

today, but such an arrangement could help 

hold together a postwar peace. 

The U.S. can and therefore should 
encourage all parties to pursue these 
changes to the U.N. Security Council as 
part of a peace deal. Only five nations — 
China, France, Russia, the U.K. and the U.S. 
— have a permanent seat on the Security 
Council and the resulting authority to veto 
any U.N. resolution, making these positions 
among the most powerful in the world. 
Requiring each permanent member to 
wager its position on its ability not to use 
force in Ukraine should therefore inspire 
mutual confidence that none will ever do 
SO. 
Further, the U.N. has clear authority to 
adopt such a resolution given the prece- 
dent set when the U.N. revoked Taiwan’s 
permanent seat on the Security Council, 
as well as its representation in the U.N. as a 
whole, in 1971. So with Russian, Ukrainian 
and American support, the U.N. would 
almost surely be able to adopt a resolution 
linking permanent membership on the 
Security Council to Ukraine’s neutrality. 

Ironically, though, Russia is the only 
nation that stands to oppose this measure 
despite proposing the initial idea itself, 
as Russia is the only permanent member 
of the Security Council to have deployed 
force in Ukraine during the U.N’s nearly 
80 years of existence. Still, this arrange- 
ment could become a critical element of 
a path toward peace as both sides have 
signaled willingness to support a neutral 
Ukraine. This outcome therefore seems 


highly desirable to Americans, Russians 
and Ukrainians. 

This proposal alone is independent of 
the other aspects of a peace deal such as 
the fate of Crimea and the Donbas as well 
as Ukrainian membership to the European 
Union (E.U.) as this proposal addresses 
postwar security concerns alone. This 
proposal alone cannot bring peace to 
Ukraine, but it can help the U.S. to acceler- 
ate progress toward peaceful reconciliation 
by helping to build a mutually benefi- 
cial framework for neutrality in postwar 
Ukraine that is backed by fundamental 
changes to the U.N. Security Council. 

Meanwhile, on the questions of E.U. 
membership and territory, the same strat- 
egy applies: The U.S. should help Ukraine 
respond to Russian demands by outmaneu- 
vering them ideologically and politically. 
We must rely on our wit and free thinking 
as force alone was not sufficient to avert 
this crisis. 

It’s in the best interest not just of 
Ukraine and the U.S., but also of Russia 
and the E.U., to find a foundation for peace 
and to build upon that foundation with 
vigor. From the hope that we may yet avert 
further catastrophe, I have proposed one 
idea that might be able to form a founda- 
tion for mutual understanding and eventu- 
ally peace. 

If we are unable to secure such a peace, 
the fight for the future Ukraine may begin 
anew. 


Samuel Teixeira was born in New London 
and graduated from the University of Vir- 
ginia in 2015 with a BA in government. He 
is the founder of the Liberal Peace Initiative 
and is currently based in Spain. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Stolen election theory 


continues to fester 


The 2020 election is in most of the 
nation’s rearview mirror, but small 
outbreaks of the stolen election theory 
fester in states where supporters 
of acertain presidential candidate 
continue to dispute the result. The fact 
is that their candidate lost in what has 
been deemed a fair election by their 
state courts and the U.S. Supreme 
Court. What is contradictory is that 
these groups do not question the valid- 
ity of elections where Republicans 
were winners nor the 2016 election 
where their presidential candidate lost 
the popular vote. 

In every state the examinations of 
their electoral process and the count- 
ing of votes did not reveal any faults 
that could have affected the outcomes. 
Yet Republicans persist in spread- 
ing rumors and theories designed to 
subvert the truth. In following this 
path they are oblivious to the harm 
it will do to our democracy solely 
because one person’s ego must be 
assuaged. And therein is the real 
attempt to steal an election. 

Gale Morganroth, Coventry 


Poor review of 
‘My Fair Lady’ 


The word “misogyny” in the head- 
line of Christopher Arnott’s review of 
The Bushnell revival of the classic “My 
Fair Lady” was a telling indictment 
of the reviewer’s totally inappropri- 
ate melding of art criticism and social 
commentary [courant.com, March 
10, “My Fair Lady’s misogyny hard to 
handle at The Bushnell”]. 

Of course, the premise of the musical 
is preposterous, but nonetheless it is 
delightful, award-winning entertain- 
ment art. No doubt the reviewer would 
also want to rewrite “Gone with the 
Wind,” the beloved Dr. Seuss children’s 
books, the narrative for the nonsensi- 
cal Benny Hill episodes and countless 
other politically incorrect literature 
and art. 

When I was a child, my first musi- 
cal theater experience was “My Fair 
Lady,” and just before the onset of 
COVID, I was privileged to have 
attended the “My Fair Lady” revival 
at Lincoln Center. Both were uplifting 
experiences of the epitome of creative 
art and musical craft. Arnott’s review 
was nothing more than metrosexual 
claptrap. 

Roger Kern, Essex 


Collateral damage an 
appropriate euphemism 


The script couldn’t have been more 
timely and better staged; from the 
massive petulance of Donald Trump 
to a pandemic to war just in time to 
fill the global back-lighted screens of 
the multitudes. The Storming of the 
Bastille on Jan. 6 is now ancient news. 
Trump? Who’s that? Remove your 
cloth masks and apply for the new and 
improved gas-mask variety. 

Ukraine has become a pawn and 
sacrificial lamb of the power brokers; 
the U.S. and NATO on one side and 
Russia on the other. Could the Good 
Witch of the East, aka the U.S., have 
said ‘no NATO membership’ in 
exchange for the absence of death and 
destruction and to keep the promise 
until the end of the Putin era, proba- 
bly not lasting more than 15 years? Was 
that so hard to figure out? Apparently 
it was. 

The term “collateral damage,” used 
by the American military in Vietnam, 
is an appropriate euphemism here. 
Humans are an acceptable loss and 
can be dispensed with to prove a point 
that we will never accept appeasement 
again. Sorry Ukrainians, one and all; 
you are all acceptable collateral damage 
today. And I’m equally sorry that I don’t 
have any good news to offer. 

Bill Katz, Hartford 


Tell Us 
Your Story 


Please send us your true stories, 
written in your voice. 


eS Love Etc. Stories from 
» the heart — your 
essays about 


emotional life in the 21st century. 


J Why I... In which you 
1. explain why you feel so 
strongly about 


something in Connecticut. 


First Person: In which 
ap you explain a deeply 
private issue against 


the backdrop of social and 
economic forces. 


Living Here: What is it 
- really like to live in 

Connecticut? 
We welcome all submissions 
and will publish the best. We 
especially look for younger 
writers and those whose voices 
aren’t heard often enough. Es- 
says should be 600-700 words, 


written in the first person and 
emailed to oped@courant.com. 
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still looking for the best garage doors? FURNACE PROBLEMS? 
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HOME SERVICES.. 


¢ 24/7 SERVICE 


¢ ZERO EMERGENCY FEES 
Offer expires May 31, 2022. Some restrictions apply. Not valid on prior sales. Cannot be combined with other offers. 
¢ NIGHTS, WEEKENDS 


Wherever you are in Connecticut, we’ve got your doors. & HOLIDAYS 
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(860) 215-3576 
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© By HARP Home Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved. SHM.0004090-SMI (Sheet Metal) - HTG.03884II-SI (HVAC). 
GARAGE DOOR 


Stop Drafts and 
Cold Air With New 
Windows. 








AID 
HEATING + COOLING PLUMBING “p11 am Call for Details 











in 
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(% Local Family Owned Business 
(% Over 20 Thousand Jobs Installed A 


400+ 5 Star Reviews Ad 
vanced Window Systems, Lic 
(¥ 100% Financing Available* 
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*For qualified buyers and if paid in full. 


10 Hartford Courant | Section! | Monday, March 28, 2022 


To advertise, call 860-525-2525 





Stuff 


2-DAY ONLINE AUCTION TAYLOR 
RENTAL - E.L WED & THURS APRIL 
6&7 Lg Qty Compact Construct & 
Landscape Equip, Contractors, Tools 
& Equip, Trucks & Trailers, Cleaning 
& Enviro Equip. & Much More! 
See Auction Sect For Ad 
www.CRGLLC.com 800.300.6852 








BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


MIGHTY DOG ROOFING GREENVILLE 
https://mightydogroofing.com 

OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 


RADIAL ARM SAW Dewalt 10” Deluxe 
120/240Vmotor $50 203-214-5232 











SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TIRED OF CABLE TV ?_ 65 local live 
TV channels (860) 212-7126 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 





Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Buying Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Knives, Fishing, Tools, Lanterns, Glass, 
Clocks, Books & More 860-874-8396 





BUYING OLD TOYS BEFORE 1990 


Tonka, Matchbox, Hotwheels, Trains, 
LEGOs, Star Wars, GI Joes, Nintendo, 
Action Figures, Slot Cars, Models, 
Games, Atari, Western, Dolls, Robots, 
Windups, & more. 860-874-8396 


a 
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BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


ene 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


BASEMENT WATERPROOFING, 
YARD DRAINAGE Brilliant 
Basement Waterproofing, LLC 
HIC.0653192 860-625-5703 www. 
brilllantbasementwaterproofing.com 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 


EAGLE KING CONSTRUCTION LLC 
Retaining wall, stamp _ concrete, 
venera stone, bluestone, pavers, 
steps, fire pits, stucco and more. 
Licensed and insured, free estimate. 
lic #0665356 Call 203-805-3807. 





or placeanad.courant.com 
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Antiques| 
Classics 





FORD MODELA 1929 - $19500 4 dr, 
blind back, older restoration, rebuilt 
engine, L&B interior, runs & drives 
excellent! 860-828-7600 


MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL 1991 


$17000 Excellent condition classic 
convertible with hard top. Always 
garaged. 802-436-2962 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 
Okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 


Auto & SUV's 








BMW 740 2001 - $2950 negotiable 
740i Good Condition, Nice Driving 
860-539-4439 


HUMMER H3 2006 - $5900 Black 
Ext Tan Int New Tires, Runs Well 
860-539-4439 


NISSAN ALTIMA 2019 


$24500 All Wheel Drive, Many 
Options, Like New Condition 16,000 
miles 860-605-6895 


PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 2002 - 
$1350 OBO. GT. Runs, engine light 
on, new parts. Call: 860-623-9570 


TOYOTA COROLLA 2015 - $15,600 
Silver, 39K, 1 owner 860-667-1393 


VOLVO $70 2000 - $5000 136,450 
mi Well Maintd, Lthr Seats Bosch 
Sound, Exc Cond 860-978-0183 
















Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 


NEWSPAPER 
SERVICES 


LICK 
PAY != 


Save Money 
Save Time 
Pay 


Online At 


courant.com. 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


www.courant.com/pets 


ANTOLIAN SHEPARD PUPPIES 


3 Females, 12 weeks old. call or text 
(860)550-5461 








CHIHUAHUA Long hair mix. Sweet 
companion, 4 yr, 14 Ibs, male. 
Shots, neut, microchipped. Owner 
developed asthma, $475 to defray 
expenses. Call 860-643-0204. 





BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES 


Beautiful, Hypoallergenic puppies 
ready for adoption. Family raised 
in Huntington MA our puppies have 
learned to love’ children! Their 
personality makes them ideal Support 
pets. Call Melvin Hess at 413-265- 
6737 for availability. only $2,200.00 
- will not last long! 


LABRADOR’- RETRIEVERS Color 
white, M & F, Shots, Vet Checked, 
Dewormed, Happy Healthy Babies 
11wks Ready Now $2200 Call For 
More Info 860-712-5925 














Buy. Sell. Save. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 





Connecticut 


Request For Quotation #02-2203 Legal Notice 
Request for Proposals 
Automated Work Zone Speed Control 


Design-Build Pilot Project 


The Capital Region Development Authority 
(“CRDA”), a quasi-public agency of the state 
of Connecticut, is seeking a qualified consul- 
tant to provide project coordination services 
in the Parkville neighborhood. Please use the 
following link to access the RFP: 
https://crdact.net/wp-content/ 
uploads/2022/03/3-22-2022-RFP-Parkvill- 
eDevelopmentCoordinationServices. pdf. 
3/26 - 4/25/2022 7177253 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch 
invites licensed barbers and hairdressers to 
submit quotations to provide on-site haircut- 
ting services for youths at two Juvenile The Connecticut Department of 
Residential Facilities in Bridgeport and Transportation is seeking to engage a 
Hartford, Connecticut. contracting firm to provide services related 
to Automated Work Zone Speed Control pilot 
project. More detailed information regarding 
this project can be found at: 
https://webprocure.perfect. 
com/wp-web-public/#/bidboard/ 
VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED UNDER bid/98540?customerid=51 

THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE Connecticut Department of Transportation 
PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO BID. An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer 

3/17-4/1/2022 7171086 


Quotations must be received by 11:30 A.M. 
on TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2022. Late bids will 
not be accepted. 













Bid package may be obtained by accessing 
the Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web 
site below at: 


Buy. Sell. Save. 





courant.com/advertiser 
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tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


PERFECT 
E IS WAITING 


Stop wasting time searching for talent. 
Find the right talent with tribune publishing recruitment services. 
























We work hard to make your talent search easy. With our expansive network 
of distinguished print and online publications and their respective reach and 
readership, you'll have access to top talent from coast-to-coast. 





Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and ad targeting technology, access print 
and digital advertising opportunities, career fairs and more. 








Extend your reach. 
Access customized technology. 
Simplify your search. 


courant.com/jobs 


OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Other Towns in CT 
Jeannine Brisard 


Manchester 
John T. Larabee 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Brisard, Jeannine 


Jeannine (Labreche) Brisard, 91, of Stafford Springs, CT, 
wife of the late Richard J. Brisard, Sr., passed away 
on Friday, March 25, 2022. She was born in Stafford 
Springs, CT, daughter of the late William and Armandine 
(Perras) Labreche. Jeannine was a volunteer at St. 
Joseph's Residence in Enfield, CT for many years 
before becoming a resident herself. She was a long- 
time parishioner of St. Edward Church, and member 
of the Secular Franciscans. Above all, she enjoyed 
cooking, spending time with her family, and helping 
others. Jeannine is survived by her four children, 
Richard “Rick” J. Brisard, Jr. and his wife Joan, Paula 
Grange and her husband Stephen, Bob Brisard and his 
wife Dorothy, and Al Brisard and his wife Cheryl; 14 
grandchildren; 8 great grandchildren; and many nieces 
and nephews. She was predeceased by her six sib- 
lings, Rita Sonski, Roland “Pin” Labreche, Lionel “Chink” 
Labreche, William “Bill” Labreche, Jacqueline Pero, and 
Rev. Laurier “Casey” Labreche. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held on Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 
11 A.M. at St. Edward Church, 55 High St., Stafford 
Springs, CT. Burial will follow in St. Edward Cemetery, 
Stafford Springs, CT. Memorial donations may be 
made to the Little Sisters of the Poor, St. Joseph's 
Residence, 1365 Enfield St., Enfield, CT 06082, or to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., Floor 
17, Chicago, IL 60601. Introvigne Funeral Home, Inc., 
Stafford Springs, CT, has care of the arrangements. To 
leave a condolence online for the family, please visit: 
www.introvignefuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


In Loving Memory Of 
SHEILA M (ROBERTS) CRAVEN 


. 
* 
. 


9/13/1955 - 3/28/2018 


Forever in our Hearts! Bob, Arnie, Billy, Brianna, Isabella, 


and Violet 


Every life story 
deserves to be told. 
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OBITUARIES 


Larabee, John T. 


John T. Larabee, 85, of Somers, widower of Jacqueline (Cormier) Larabee (2008) passed 
away unexpectedly Tuesday March 22, 2022 at Johnson Memorial Medical Center. Born in 
Springfield Massachusetts, he was the son of the late Homer and Vivian (Gowdy) Larabee. 
He was a graduate of Hebron Academy Class of 55’. He enjoyed his Maine roots, with his 
mother and family being from Thomaston and Rockland. John also made his second home, 
his “happy-place”, in Boothbay, Maine, where he enjoyed and shared many wonderful 
memories with family and friends. 


Following high school, he served in the US Army Reserves for 10 years. In 1964 he turned 
his hobby and passion for motorcycles into a very successful business by starting a mo- 
torcycle dealership located on Center Street in Manchester, Connecticut. As the business 
grew, he built a larger facility in 1972 just down the road at 24 Adams Street. In 1974 he 

A Started selling Honda automobiles, and over 50 years, Manchester Honda has grown to 
become one of the largest Honda dealers in CT. 


He met his 1st love Jaci Cormier at a party, and the two were married in 1962 and lived in Enfield, Connecticut for 


a few years before finally moving to Somers in 1965 and raising their family, which they called the "Five-J's" there. 


He remained a lifelong motorcycle enthusiast, which led him to meet many wonderful people, and visit amazing 
places, throughout his life. One of his most memorable motorcycle trips was touring Baja Mexico. He was a longtime 
Supporter of NETRA and was proud to carry his A-level card, as well as being a charter life member of AMA and a 
former member of the Ramblers and Rams motorcycle clubs. 


In addition to his love of motorcycles, he devoted much of his time to the automotive industry including his 22 year 
membership to the NADA Honda 20 Group and was past chairman of the professional dealer group. He served as the 
board chair of the Southern New England Honda dealers advertising Association for 10 years. 


He was a founding board member of the GHADA which ran the Hartford Auto Show and funded their charitable 
foundation. He was very proud and honored to meet the founding member of Honda Motor Company, Mr. Soichiro 
Honda, on one of several trips to Japan. 


John was a true philanthropist at heart and served on The Advisory board for Johnson Memorial Hospital. He was 
modest and generous in all that he did. He was a longtime Rotarian for over 40 years and was past president of the 
Somers Rotary Club (1980). He was also a Paul Harris Fellow award recipient. 


In John's free time, he was a very accomplished tennis player in singles and doubles and played in the men's league 
achieving A-level status. Although he took up golf later in life, he enjoyed it very much. He took great pleasure in 
cooking and entertaining, especially serving his famous chili and cooking roast turkey. John loved traveling with his 
wife Jaci and later with Carmela all over the country. Many good friends also joined them along the way. He also 
traveled extensively with Rotary. 


In 2014, John bought his first boat (The Cod Father) which he kept at his house in Maine. Although he stopped 
operating it a few years ago, he cherished every minute on-board when friends or family would take him for a cruise 
down the Damariscotta or over to Boothbay Harbor. 


He was a true animal lover and enjoyed feeding the birds, squirrels, and chipmunks, even though they wreaked 
havoc on his equipment. While others look upon shopping as a chore, John was delighted to go shopping, whether 
it was groceries, clothes, or shoes, he could shop with the best of them. But most important to him, was the time 
Spent with his family, especially his grandchildren who lovingly called him "Pop Pop." 


John is survived by the 2nd love of his life and fiancee, Carmela Brennan. Carm and John were long-time friends 
who found each other after their spouses passed and enjoyed life to its fullest for the last 13 years. John is also 
Survived by his three children, James Larabee and his wife Joleen of Storrs, Jonathan Larabee and his wife Annette of 
Glastonbury, Jennifer Couture and her husband David of Broad Brook, Five grandchildren, Austin, Nathan, and Dylan 
Larabee, Timur and Diana Couture, Two brothers-in-law, Brian Cormier and Gary Cormier, and two sisters-in-law, 
Jeanette Byerly, and Marcia Cormier. He also leaves several nieces and nephews. Besides his wife of 45 years, he 
was predeceased by a brother-in-law, Bruce Cormier. 


Visitation hours will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday April 1st at the Somers Funeral Home, 354 Main Street, Somers. 
A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday April 2nd, at the Somers Congregational Church, 599 Main St., 
Somers (Please meet at Church). Committal will follow at Somers Center Cemetery. Donations in John's memory may 
be made to the Rotary Foundation, 14280 Collection Center Drive, Chicago, IL 60693, or to the Damariscotta River 
Association, 110 Belvedere Rd., Damariscotta, ME 04543. 
To leave online condolences, please visit www.Somersfuneralhome.com 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Don’t let the story go untold. 
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CHC set to expand telehealth services 


Large grants will go to helping 
low-income, veteran patients 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Community Health Center Inc. has 
received a $1.1 million grant from the Federal 
Communications Commission to expand 
telehealth services for low-income and 
veteran patients in Connecticut, the Middle- 
town-based provider announced. 

The funding comes weeks after CHC 
received $2 million from the U.S. Depart- 


i = 


ment of Health and Human Services to 
increase telehealth access. 

Mark Masselli, CHC’s CEO, said the 
grants represent the latest sign that virtual 
visits, which have surged during the COVID- 
19 pandemic, are here to stay. 

“We’ve been banging away for 10 or 15 
years on telehealth as something we should 
do, and [the pandemic] was a force multi- 
plier,” Masselli said. “Not every visit is prime 
for telehealth, but almost every behavioral 
health visit is prime for telehealth, and prob- 
ably 30% of medical visits are prime for tele- 
health.” 

CHC, which operates about 30 locations 


across Connecticut that serve mostly low-in- 
come residents, will use the HHS grant 
money to expand virtual services for people 
with diagnosed behavioral health disorders. 
The FCC award, Masselli said, is targeted 
toward improving infrastructure, includ- 
ing broadband connections, in schools and 
homeless shelters, with a particular focus on 
homeless veterans. 

As an example of how expanded tele- 
health might work, Masselli said CHC might 
provide a homeless person with a prepaid 
data plan so that person can access health 
care even after leaving a shelter. 

“This does not take away the in-person 





Some of the songs in “A Grand Night for Singing” were given fresh interpretations at the Goodspeed, including setting a 
few as romantic duets sung by same-sex couples. In audience surveys provided by the theater, some patrons used the 
“additional comments” section to complain about the LGBTQ+ content. DIANE SOBOLEWSKI/GOODSPEED PHOTOS 


Goodspeed taking 
a look in the mirror 


Company confronts racial equity, diversity, homophobia 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


oodspeed Musicals has 
been undergoing a period 
of self-examination, 
exploring issues of racial 
equity and diversity in its 
workplace as well as on the stage. 

The company’s progress was 
discussed in a public talk, “Goodspeed 
and the Racial Equity Movement in 
Theater” on March 19 as part of the 
theater’s Festival of New Musicals. 

One of the revelations of the discus- 
sion was that the Goodspeed received 
a number of negative comments on 
audience surveys regarding the revue 
“A Grand Night for Singing,” which 
the Goodspeed produced in the fall as 
its first live show since the COVID-19 
shutdown. 

“A Grand Night for Singing” 
is a revue of songs by Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, the creators of such 
hits as “The King and I” and “The 
Sound of Music.” Some of the songs 
were given fresh interpretations, 
including setting a few as roman- 
tic duets sung by same-sex couples. 





Seena Hodges of The Woke Coach, 
at the Goodspeed Opera House on 
March 18 for a talk on racial equity in 
the theater. 


The Goodspeed requested approval 
for the interpretive changes from the 
organization that oversees the licens- 
ing of Rodgers and Hammerstein 


After a COVID-19-induced 


musicals, and received approval. 

In audience surveys provided by 
the theater, some used the “additional 
comments” section to complain about 
the LGBTQ+ content. 

While noting that a large majority 
of comments on the show, including 
in-person reactions from patrons 
leaving the theater, were posi- 
tive, Goodspeed Musicals Manag- 
ing Director David Byrd told The 
Courant on Tuesday that some of the 
comments were so unsettling that he 
didn’t want Goodspeed staffers to be 
exposed to them. 

“There were people who really 
loved that production and appreci- 
ated the way that story was told, who 
thanked us for telling it that way. That 
happened, but those other comments 
stung more.” 

Byrd joined the Goodspeed during 
the pandemic, so “A Grand Night for 
Singing” was his first show there 
as managing director. Because he 
was new, “I didn’t know what to 
expect,” he says. “But did I expect 
a homophobic response? I did not. 


Turn to Goodspeed, Page 2 


delay, ‘Dear Evan Hansen’ 


Award-winning musical 
to play this week at Bushnell 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


“Dear Evan Hansen” is finally here, Tues- 
day through Sunday at The Bushnell. The 
show was an off-Broadway hit in 2016, 
moved to Broadway later that year, won six 
Tony Awards (including Best Musical, Best 
Book of a Musical and Best Original Score) 
in 2017 and sent out its first national tour 
in 2018. It was originally due in Hartford in 
2020, but COVID-19 changed that. 

The show charts the difficult high 


school existence of the title character, a 
socially awkward teen whose life becomes 
intertwined with that of a troubled class- 
mate named Connor. He also gets to know 
Connor’s sister Zoe. The teens’ parents are 
also an important part of the show. 

“Dear Evan Hansen” would have felt 
very different if it had come to The Bush- 
nell when originally planned in May of 2020. 
The pandemic scuttled half of The Bush- 
nell’s 2019-20 schedule, and other than the 
return of “Hamilton” (now happening in 
July of this year), “Dear Evan Hansen” is 
the last of the rescheduled shows from that 
season to happen. 


Turn to Show, Page 2 





care that needs to be delivered,” Masselli 
said. “But there are many people for whom 
this is the way they’d like to access it, for a 
number of reasons.” 

The FCC grant is one of 16 to be distrib- 
uted nationwide as part of a fourth round of 
funding from the agency’s Connected Care 
Pilot Program. Overall, the FCC is funding 
107 similar projects across 40 states. 

“Telehealth has assumed an increasingly 
critical role in health care delivery, enabling 
patients to access health care services with- 
out needing to visit a health care provider’s 


Turn to Grant, Page 2 


‘NO HOPE 
IN SIGHT: 
‘PLEASE 
HELP US’ 


Connecticut inmates testify 
on solitary confinement bill 


By Kelan Lyons 
CT Mirror 


For at least the second consecutive year, 
people incarcerated in the state’s prisons and 
jails wrote letters to legislators to express 
their support for a bill that would reduce the 
Department of Correction’s use of solitary 
confinement. 

As the Judiciary Committee held arecent 
marathon public hearing, at least 27 incar- 
cerated people submitted written testi- 
mony. The letters offer a perspective rarely 
heard at the Capitol — that of the individuals 
confined in Connecticut’s prisons and jails. 

The legislature passed a bill last year reduc- 
ing the prison system’s use of solitary confine- 
ment, but the governor vetoed it. Instead, 
Gov. Ned Lamont issued an executive order, 
which state Sen. Gary Winfield, D-New 
Haven and co-chair ofthe Judiciary Commit- 
tee, expressed concern over, since executive 
orders can simply be rescinded when a gover- 
nor no longer wants to adhere to them. 

Lawmakers are trying again this year 
to enshrine the curtailment of solitary 
confinement in law. In a last-minute twist, 
Department of Correction Commissioner 
Angel Quiros testified before the Judiciary 
Committee that he had reached an agree- 
ment with Stop Solitary CT, an advocacy 
group that has been pushing for years to end 
solitary confinement, on substitute language 
that would increase prisoners’ out-of-cell 
time and establish an independent office that 
would have oversight of the prison system. 

Below are excerpts from letters submitted 
as written testimony. The first thing written 
in the top left of each envelope is the incar- 
cerated person’s name. The second is the 
six-digit prisoner ID number provided to 
them by the state. 

“T would like to remember how it feels 
to be a person, not just a number,” Robert 
Homar told legislators. 


JACKY ROBINSON JR. 

“We are beaten, bruised, threatened and 
silenced with no hope in sight. Then when 
released back into society we’re expected 
to function at a ‘normal’ level as everyone 
else without fully realizing ourselves how 
much trauma we’ve undergone.” 
ANDRES SOSA 

[Referring to being strip-searched when 
sent to a Restrictive Housing Unit] “That 
act is done when they want to take away 
your dignity, humiliate you, make you feel 
less than a human being. I was left with no 
clothes only ... suicide watch gown and no 
footwear at all for [a] few days.” 
ROBERTO ALVARADO 

“Some may even say, ‘Well, that’s prison, 
While I agree that prison should not be a 
comfortable experience, it should also not 
be a harmful one. We are sent to prison as 
punishment, not to be punished.” 


Turn to Inmates, Page 2 


Stephen 
Christopher 
Anthony 
and Jessica 
E. Sherman 
are inthe 
national 
tour of 
“Dear Evan 
Hansen,’ 
which will 
be at The 
Bushnell 
from 
Tuesday 
through 
Sunday. 
MATTHEW 
MURPHY/ 
THE 
BUSHNELL 
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Grant 


from Page 1 


medical office,’ the FCC said in astatement. 

Telehealth has become far more common 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, allowing 
patients to see physicians without risk of coro- 
navirus exposure. Proponents say virtual visits 
can play a large role in medicine even after the 
pandemic, making care more accessible for 


Goodspeed 


from Page 1 
As a gay man, it’s important for me to say, 
‘Hey, that’s not OK.” 

The Goodspeed Festival of New Musicals 
offers readings of new musicals but also offers 
discussions and seminars on theater trends 
and behind-the-scenes operations. Among 
the other events on Saturday was a panel 
discussion, “The New Majority: Women in 
CT Theater,” featuring the women in top lead- 
ership roles at Hartford Stage, Yale Repertory 
Theatre, the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center, 
the Long Wharf Theatre and the Goodspeed. 

The festival is attended by theater indus- 
try professionals as well as the general public. 

“There are two prongs to our mission,” Byrd 
says. “We stage classic American musicals, and 
we foster new work.” 

Aspects of the new works side are notably 
diverse, for example at the Johnny Mercer 
Grove, an annual winter retreat where dozens 
of writers and composers work on new shows 
in residences on the Goodspeed grounds. But 
at Saturday’s talk, Goodspeed Artistic Direc- 
tor Donna Lynn Hilton acknowledged that 
even when the theater did major produc- 
tions with all-Black casts, the creative teams 
for those shows were white. Hilton, who has 
worked at the Goodspeed for decades in vari- 
ous positions, said that in her time there that 
there had been just one BIPOC director and 


Inmates 


from Page 1 


NOAH HENDRON 

“T’ve seen and experienced firsthand the 
dehumanizing effects of sensory deprivation 
and long-term confinement, and they’re ugly. 
Human beings are social animals — when you 
deprive them of social interaction, there are 
irreparable consequences. Men can’t have 
healthy relationships or hold jobs, which 
harms their families and lands them back in 
prison. Women can’t mother their children, 
who grow up with problems of their own. The 
consequences are more than punishing the 
wrongdoers — they’re punishing everyone.” 
ROBERT HOMAR 

“Sometimes this place makes you forget 
who you are. Maybe that’s why I have lost my 
way and find myself back behind these walls. 
... Lunderstand that this is not supposed to 
be anything like freedom. But just the simple 
things that should be given to us inmates are 
not being held by staff or overseers to them.” 
VANSHAWNE WHEELER 

“Being a twenty-three-year-old young male 
incarcerated at time where mental health 
treatment is not offered to individuals in a 
timely manner or as needed when rehabili- 
tation is supposed to be the goal before reen- 
tering the community, not only is this the total 
opposite, but it’s worse because DOC is now 
allowing emotionally, mentally, and socially 


Show 


from Page 1 


In the two years since it was initially 
meant to hit Hartford on its first national 
tour, the “Dear Evan Hansen” movie was 
released, which somewhat reset expecta- 
tions for those who hadn’t known much 
about the show. The movie, now avail- 
able to rent or buy on numerous streaming 
services, received a measly 29% rating from 
critics on the Rotten Tomatoes review site 
and was criticized for casting Ben Platt, who 
originated the role onstage, as high school 
student Evan Hansen even though by the 
time of filming Platt was in his late 20s. 

While disappointing, this was not as disas- 
trous of a stage-to-screen adaptation as, say, 
“Cats.” The show’s audience score on Rotten 
Tomatoes is a strong 88%, and the film is likely 
to gain a fresh following when it reaches more 


' +S ii 


Lucky and Niles 


other mothers have formed an adorable sibling 
bond and would love to go home together as your 
one and only pets. Big brother Lucky is an 8-year-old, 
laidback, independent sweetheart who loves a good nap 
and enjoys pets from his friends. Little brother Niles 
is around 2 years old, and though can be quite timid, 
has been gaining confidence each day thanks to Lucky. 
Lucky is FIV+, but cats with FIV can live healthy, normal 
lives. Niles has an eye condition that requires daily eye 
drops, but has been trained to take them like a champ. 
You don’t want to miss out on these lovely sweeties. If 
interested, contact Our Companions at 860-242-9999 or 


S ay hello to Lucky and Niles. These brothers from 


email Helpline@OurCompanions.org. 





people who can’t easily take time off work or 
travel long distances for appointments. 

Though some advocates worry what tele- 
health means for patients without access to 
technology or the skills to effectively use it, 
Masselli and others argue that telehealth can 
be valuable as a supplement to traditional 
medicine, including for those in lower-in- 
come brackets. 

“T think of our population, and they’re cost 
conscious,” Masselli said. “They work hourly 


“In the landscape of theater; 
there are a lot of conversations 
happening: This work is rooted 
in a place of self-awareness. 
We are all the sum of our 
experiences.” 


— Seena Hodges, The Woke Coach founder 
and CEO 


one BIPOC choreographer. 

“We were making room for diverse stories, 
but those stories were being created by white 
people,’ she said. As for the theater’s patrons, 
“that segment of the Goodspeed audience that 
isnot comfortable yet needs to know that they 
are implicit in this failure.” 

Byrd says the creative team for “Cabaret,” 
which opens the 2022 Goodspeed season in 
May, will be diverse. 

Some of the work the theater is doing to 
diversify is even further behind-the-scenes. 
For the past 18 months, Goodspeed has 
enlisted the New York-based organization 
The Woke Coach, whose mission (as stated 
on its website) is to “help clients be better indi- 
viduals (who lead better lives and run better 
businesses and organizations) with a deeper 
understanding of how the legacy ofracism and 
injustice affect us all.” 


unstable individuals back into the community 
with lack of resources and tools to properly be 
a productive individual in the community,” 
VICTOR JORDAN 

“After being apprised of the studies and 
research by the scientific community regard- 
ing this subject matter, I have come to the 
conclusion and belief that I became a worse 
criminal and person because of the treatment 
[I was] subjected to. If you are treated like an 
animal, you tend to behave as such.” 
GERALD TERRY 

“Being locked up so much makes you feel 
like an animal; when you lock an animal up 
for long periods of time then let him out, they 
go crazy.” 
VERNON VASSELL 

“They give you food early. Breakfast at 4:30 
a.m., lunch at 10:00 a.m. and dinner at 4 p.m. 
So you are left to starve for 12.5 hours from 
dinner until breakfast because commissary 
is not permitted during punitive segregation. 
The food portions in solitary confinement are 
smaller than the general population. They use 
food as a weapon to punish us in isolation.” 
RICHARD NAU 

“T didn’t have a window so I could look 
outside to see if it was day or night time.” 
KEZLYN MENDEZ 

“Individuals such as myself with mental 
health issue/illness are abused even worse 
cause we’re beaten like it still slavery times and 
hidden with no contact to family, friends, love 
ones, even lawyers cause there isn’t any over- 


If you go 


“Dear Evan Hansen” runs Tuesday through 
April 3 at The Bushnell, 166 Capitol Ave., 
Hartford. Performances are Tuesday through 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m., Friday at 8 p.m., 
Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m., and Sunday at1 and 
6:30 p.m. $45-$200. For more information, 
go to bushnell.org. 


streaming services later this year. In any case 
— and again “Cats” is a good example — stage 
musicals often persevere despite disappoint- 
ing versions in other media. 

“Dear Evan Hansen” was created as a 
stage show and is that rare Broadway musi- 
cal that is not based on a novel or movie. In 
fact, the usual trajectory was reversed when 
a popular young adult novel was adapted (by 
Val Emmich) from the musical in 2018. 

As for the tour, it has a different cast than 
it would have in 2020. Especially missed in 


wages, so if you have them take two buses to 
get to us, it’s really half a day of lost work.” 

Gov. Ned Lamont signed an executive 
order in spring 2020 enabling wider tele- 
health services, and last May the state legis- 
lature overwhelmingly approved a bill 
allowing an expanded use of telehealth and 
prohibiting insurers from offering lower 
reimbursement rates for virtual visits. 

In addition to CHC, other Connecticut 
providers, including the state’s largest hospi- 


The Goodspeed is part of The Woke Coach’s 
“From Ally to Accomplice,’ which helps busi- 
nesses with “cultural competency, leadership 
development, and creating inclusive work- 
places.’ The program meets with “cohort” 
groups drawn from various management posi- 
tions at the company. One cohort has already 
completed the program, another has started, 
and Goodspeed is likely to continue working 
The Woke Coach beyond that. 

Byrd says the Goodspeed first connected 
with The Woke Coach a couple of years ago. 

“The impetus was the racial reckoning 
that really came to a head with the murder 
of George Floyd. The Goodspeed decided to 
spend some time and be introspective. We 
weren’t producing, due to the pandemic. 
It was some good in-the-mirror time that 
morphed into actions. A lot of it has not been 
very public.” 

“We will keep at this work for a long time. 
I don’t know if it ever ends,’ Byrd says. The 
theater is confident that it can grow and diver- 
sify its audience and that it is heading in the 
right direction. When the Goodspeed staged 
concerts and musicals outdoors in a tent last 
summer due to the pandemic, it found that 
45% of the attendees had not been to a Good- 
speed show before. Such data suggests the 
theater has potential audiences it has not 
tapped previously. 

“This is going to be anew Goodspeed,” Byrd 
says, “a better one.” 


sight or accountability to ensure that these 
type of acts of abuse don’t ever happen.” 
MARASH GOJCAJ 

“T agree with everything including the need 
to increase transparency. This would, in my 
opinion, help end the public misconception 
of ‘everyone in prison are monsters. People 
in prison are just that, people.” 
LUCIS RICHARDSON 

“T been incarcerated since the age of 16 and 
my experience within these walls was some- 
what ofa between good and bad one depend- 
ing on the administration that’s in operation 
within the correctional facilities. Not all of 
the correctional employees are bad seeds, 
but some do have agendas which deprive and 
oppress those that are mentally feeble by the 
misuse and abuse of their authority, and they 
do so because they do not fear any retribution, 
especially at the facility which I’ve been held 
for three months now, Cheshire Correctional.” 
JASON GOODE 

“Since the DOC’s beloved torture chamber 
of Northern was stitched shut with padlock 
and chain, its spirit merely reincarnated at my 
current place of imprisonment.” 
KYLE PASCHAL-BARROS 

“Tt has reached the point I’ve been deemed 
in need of inpatient hospitalization with close 
treatment because I’ve been conditioned 
enough to be gravely disabled and a threat to 
myself and others. CT DOC to date has failed 
to properly provide this. Every day I wake up 
in fear that I’ll detach from myself and hurt 


Connecticut will be Christiane Noll, who 
wowed local audiences in “Next to Normal” 
at TheaterWorks Hartford in 2017 and witha 
concert special titled “Coming Alive Again,” 
co-produced last year by TheaterWorks and 
Goodspeed Musicals. Noll was with the tour 
two years ago but is now playing the role of 
Cynthia, the mother of the Connor charac- 
ter, in the Broadway production. 

The current touring cast that will be at 
The Bushnell includes Stephen Christopher 
Anthony as Evan Hansen, Claire Rankin as 
Cynthia, Stephanie La Rochelle as Zoe, Jessica 
E. Sherman as Evan’s mother Heidi, Nikhil 
Saboo as Connor, John Hemphill as Connor’s 
father Larry, Alessandro Cosantini as the 
sarcastic teen Jared (known for his insensitiv- 
ity to Evan and others) and Ciara Alyse Harris 
as Alana. Anthony has starred in the tour since 
before its COVID-19 hiatus, after understudy- 
ing the Evan Hansen role on Broadway. La 
Rochelle, Rankin and Cosantini were all in the 


PETS UP FOR ADOPTION 





ilo is ahandsome 6-year-old who loves his 
Mie rubbed and lots of petting. He thrives on 

attention and is affectionate back. Milo will 
do well in a home witha screened porch (or “catio”) 
where he can be safely enclosed but with fresh air. He 
would do well in a home with another friendly cat. 
While Milo is FIV+, he is healthy and simply requires 
annual vet visits. However, he doesn’t like being picked 
up and put in a carrier. Options may be to have a vet-doc 
visit the home or gently coerce him into the carrier in 
stress-free ways. Milo has a lot of personality that would 
bring joy to a special home. Please consider adopting 
Milo. No dogs. Go to CatTalesCT.org/cats/Milo-2 or 


Waltz 


W 


call 860-344-9043 or email info@CatTalesCT.org. 


For more information or to submit a pet for adoption, please email pets@courant.com. 


tal systems, have also expressed a commit- 
ment to expanded telehealth. At one point 
last year, Hartford HealthCare was conduct- 
ing 25,000 virtual visits a month, particu- 
larly for mental health, addiction and other 
behavioral health issues. Officials at most 
major hospitals have pledged those services 
will continue long past the pandemic. 


Alex Putterman can be reached 
at aputterman@courant.com. 


The Woke Coach founder and CEO Seena 
Hodges was a panelist in the March 19 
racial-equity discussion, as was The Woke 
Coach’s lead facilitator Ansa Akyea. Ina phone 
interview Wednesday afternoon, Hodges says 
when she takes on new clients, she always 
asks, “Is your CEO on board? When people 
are having conversations about organizational 
change, it has to come from the top.” 

While the topic of the seminar was racial 
equity, Hodges appreciated that issues of 
homophobia, sexism and accessibility also 
came up. The Woke Coach — with works 
with other industries besides the theater, from 
global retailers to small nonprofits — takes a 
“race and ...” perspective, she says. 

“Tn the landscape of theater, there are a 
lot of conversations happening. This work is 
rooted in a place of self-awareness. We are all 
the sum of our experiences. The Goodspeed 
hasn’t had diverse artists, and may not under- 
stand all the issues. What we do is highly indi- 
vidualized, so that the clients can rediscover 
and realign expectations. 

“When people talk about DEI [Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion], they often stop at the D. 
We need workplaces where people feel they 
can show up as themselves. ‘Change’ may be 
a hard word for people, but it’s really about 
adapting to the world youre in.” 


Christopher Arnott can be reached 
at carnott@courant.com. 


someone.” 
TROY WESTBERRY SR. 

“The rule-breaking and lack of accountabil- 
ity that takes place behind these walls is an 
abuse of power.” 

MITCHELL JOYNER 

“Some days the affect of the isolation 
becomes so overbearingly stressful that I’ve 
broken down and cried out to DOC staff, yet 
often met with apathy.” 

JOHN-RUSSELL BOSSE 

[Recalling an incident in which he was 
being sprayed with mace and placed in 
restraints, in which one white correction off- 
cer spoke out about how other correction staff 
were treating him] “It’s strange that, with all 
the pain and blindness, the torture is not as 
vivid as that one anonymous voice. ... ‘C’mon 
guys, don’t you think he’s had enough?’ This 
protest was the one break in arenewed round 
of torture, but I’ll always remember that single 
thorn of dissent in that plodding and domi- 
neering boot. Allowing an oversight commis- 
sion for confidential informants would give 
formal voice and refuge to those heroes, and 
that minority compelled to choose humanity 
over the boot.” 

SHAQILLE BROWN 

“We were not sentenced to torture and 

physical and mental abuse. Please help us.” 


Kelan Lyons is a reporter for The Connecti- 
cut Mirror (ctmirror.org). Copyright 2022 © 
The Connecticut Mirror. 


Canadian company of the show. 

The director of the Broadway and touring 
productions is Michael Greif, whose other 
Broadway credits include “Rent” and “Next 
to Normal.” 

“Dear Evan Hansen” was created by 
Steven Levenson (book) and the team of 
Benj Pasek and Justin Paul (music and 
lyrics). Pasek and Paul were previously 
known for their musical adaptations of 
“James and the Giant Peach” and “A Christ- 
mas Story,” both of which have been seen in 
Connecticut many times, and as songwriters 
for the films “The Greatest Showman” and 
“La La Land.’ Paul was raised in Connecticut 
(attending the Music Theatre of Connecti- 
cut School of Performing Arts, Coleytown 
Middle School, and Staples High School in 
Fairfield County) and still lives in Westport. 


Christopher Arnott can be reached at car- 
nott@courant.com. 





Itz is an attractive 4-year-old spayed female 
whois very friendly. She was found along 
with her kittens in a park. Her kittens all have 
found homes, and Mom is hoping for the same. She 

is healthy and has had all her shots. If interested, call 
AFOC 860-693-0303. 


Please include a photo, a description of the pet including age and personality, and contact information including an email address and a phone number. 
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NOW PLAYIN 


‘THE ADAM PROJECT’: 
What if you had a chance, 
as an adult, to revisit 
nagging issues with your 
parents? To reconcile with 
your younger self? Could 

it fix the past, or possibly 
even the future? This is the 
question undertaken rather 
literally in Shawn Levy’s 
clever time travel flick 
“The Adam Project.” Levy 
and star Ryan Reynolds 
recently collaborated on 
“Free Guy,’ and “The Adam 
Project,’ written by Jona- 
than Tropper, T.S. Nowlin, 
Jennifer Flackett and Mark 
Levin, makes similar use 

of Reynolds’ strength as a 
motor-mouthed leading 
man, a movie star who can 
simultaneously pull off 
comedy and action hero 
antics. “The Adam Project” 
is doubly quippy with the 
presence of Walker Scobell, 
who plays Young Adam to 
Reynold’s Big Adam, and 
matches him beat for beat 
when they meet in their 
respective timelines. As the 
film explains, “time travel 
exists, you just don’t know 
it yet,’ asking the audience 
to suspend their disbelief 
and just go on this journey, 
a high-concept sci-fi action 
adventure that’s more 
about the symbolic repair 
of father-son relationships 
than it’s actually about time 
travel. 1:46 2 stars. Stream- 
ing on Netflix. — Katie 
Walsh, Tribune News 
Service 


‘THE BATMAN’: Just when 
you’ve had it with Gotham 
City, caped crusaders and 
the whole franchise, along 
comes a good Batman 
movie — easily the best 
since “The Dark Knight” 
14 years and an entire film 
industry ago. “The Batman” 
features a solemnly effec- 
tive new Bruce Wayne/ 
Batman courtesy of Robert 
Pattinson. He has asuperb 
counterpoint/frenemy/ 
soul mate in Zoe Kravitz’s 
Selina Kyle/Catwoman. 


CELEBRITIES 


Selina works as a nightclub 
hostess (vaguely defined on 
purpose) in a mob hang- 
out frequented by John 
Turturro’s Falcone, who 

is outfitted by sunglasses 
handed down, appar- 
ently, from Sam Giancana. 
“Oz” Cobblepot, aka The 
Penguin, reports to Falcone 
but isn’t happy about the 
arrangement. He’s played 
by an unrecognizable Colin 
Farrell. Meanwhile, Andy 
Serkis as Wayne’s guard- 
ian Alfred Pennyworth is 
lovely, a naturally civilized 
antidote to all the hellish- 
ness swirling around him. 
Allit takes for Gotham, 

aka America, to give into 
pure chaos, is simple: 

“fear, and a little focused 
violence,” according to 
Paul Dano’s Riddler. “The 
Batman,” rated PG-13 but 
barely, plays all the sides 

of Gotham’s mean streets 
more compellingly, and 
without mainlining the 
viciousness “Joker” style. 

I don’t know if we needed 
“The Batman,” but Matt 
Reeves, the director and 
co-writer, and company 
certainly elevated it. 2:56. 

3 stars. — Michael Phillips, 
Chicago Tribune 


‘CYRANO’: The new 
“Cyrano” movie is an 
eyeful; but for the ear, 
more like half-full. But you 
always take your chances 
with a musical adapta- 
tion of the 1897 Edmond 
Rostand play about the poet 
warrior of the title who 
embarks on an anguished 
ghostwriting project to 
help out his fellow soldier, 
Christian, at the behest of 
Roxanne, who has fallen 

in love with Christian at 
first sight. Peter Dinklage 
originated his Cyrano at the 
Goodspeed Opera House 
in Connecticut in 2018, 
then went off-Broadway in 
2019. Erica Schmidt, who 
is married to Dinklage, 
directed and wrote the 
book for that show. Direc- 


LiVING 





Reviews of movies showing 
in theaters or streaming online 


tor Joe Wright enlisted her 
to do the screenplay for the 
new film, and here we have 
it: aswank but errant enter- 
prise, with many confi- 
dent elements very nearly 
making up for a movie that 
doesn’t really benefit from 
song or dance. 2:04. 2 % 
stars. — Michael Phillips 


‘DEEP WATER’: Whither 
the erotic thriller? The 
genre, so popular in the 
late ’80s and early 90s, isa 
dying breed in the current 
Hollywood landscape, 

so any time one makes it 
to the screen, it’s a cause 
for celebration, or at least 
notice. Especially one 
directed by Adrian Lyne, 
the king of the erotic thrill- 
ers, having directed “Fatal 
Attraction,” “9 % Weeks,” 
“Indecent Proposal” and 
“Unfaithful.” His latest 
film, “Deep Water,’ is a 
husband “allowing” his 
wife to conduct extramar- 
ital affairs in order to keep 
her within the family fold. 
But Vic Van Allen (Ben 
Affleck) doesn’t seem to 
allow, so much as he barely 
tolerates, visibly grimac- 
ing when Melinda (Ana de 
Armas) parades her lovers 
under his nose. Outside of 
the complex central rela- 
tionship to which Lyne 
dedicates his attention, the 
supporting characters are 


disposable. “Deep Water” is 
ridiculous and trashy, but in 


that “Saturday night, bottle 
of wine, bowl of popcorn 
on the couch” kind of way. 


1:55. 2 % stars. Streaming on 


Hulu. — Katie Walsh 


‘EVERYTHING EVERY- 
WHERE ALL AT ONCE’: 
Describing the premise 
of “Everything Every- 
where All at Once” is a 
unique challenge. The 
luminous and legendary 
Michelle Yeoh stars, play- 
ing against type as Evelyn, 
the harried proprietress 
of a laundromat, juggling 
her father’s arrival from 


Astley’s debut album to be reissued 


From news services 


Most pop stars take 
some time before they hit 








China, her daughter’s 
desire to have her girlfriend 
accepted by the family and 
her husband’s threats of 
divorce, plus the challenges 
of keeping a small busi- 
ness running, including a 
looming tax audit. Evelyn 
doesn’t have time or atten- 
tion to dole out to anyone, 
and her family is strug- 
gling. It’s at said tax audit 
that something strange 
happens. 2:12. 2 stars. 

— Katie Walsh 


‘THE LOSTCITY’: The 
enduring power of Sandra 
Bullock as arom-com 

star is one of the greatest 
wonders of the world. In 
her latest action-comedy 
“The Lost City,” where she 
plays romance novelist, 
Loretta Sage, opposite 
Channing Tatum, she’s 

just as fresh, funny and 
beguiling as she was 28 
years ago, in her breakout 
role in “Speed.” The 
characters in “The Lost 
City” (also starring Brad 
Pitt and Daniel Radcliffe) 
are searching for treasure 
in aremote jungle, but the 
real marvel is in front of 
them all along, in the form 
of our beloved Sandra B. 
“The Lost City” isn’t just a 
diverting romp, it’s areturn 
to rom-com form for one of 
our best and brightest stars 
of the genre. Bullock’s still 
got it, and she won’t soon 
let you forget it. 2:12. 3 stars. 
— Katie Walsh 


‘THE OUTFIT’: Leonard 
(Mark Rylance), the propri- 
etor of the finest bespoke 
suiting shop in 1956 
Chicago, wants to make 
one thing very clear: He’s 
not a tailor, he’s a cutter. 
“Anyone with a needle 

and thread can call them- 
selves a tailor,” he sniffs. 
No, Leonard trained for 
years on legendary Savile 
Row in London learning 
the art of cutting suits from 
fine cloth, and he wields 
his trusty old shears with 
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Stephanie Hsu, from left, Michelle Yeoh and Ke Huy Quan in 
“Everything Everywhere All at Once.” ALLYSON RIGGS/A24 


the precision and confi- 
dence that comes from 
decades dedicated to his 
craft. “The Outfit,” writ- 
ten by Johnathan McClain 
and Graham Moore, is the 
directorial debut of Moore, 
who won the adapted 
screenplay Oscar for “The 
Imitation Game.” It takes 
place entirely within the 
confines of Leonard’s shop, 
a cozy respite from the 
freezing, seemingly bullet- 
riddled Chicago streets. 
But the gang warfare 
creeps beyond the thresh- 
old of L. Burling Bespoke, 
and the result is a twisty, 
blood-soaked chamber 
piece, aretro gangster noir 
as meticulously crafted 

as a fine custom suit. 1:45. 
3 stars. — Katie Walsh 


‘TURNING RED’: “Turn- 
ing Red” is the first Pixar 
feature on whicha female 
filmmaker — co-writer 
and director Domee Shi — 
ran the show and receives 
sole directorial credit. 

In deft strokes “Turning 
Red” introduces the highly 
verbal, high-achieving, 
authority-pleasing Mei 


and her three best friends, 
voiced by Ava Morse, 
Hyein Park and Maitreyi 
Ramakrishnan. They’re a 
wonderful group of vary- 
ing personalities. The girls 
yearn to catch an upcom- 
ing concert featuring their 
favorite crushworthy boy 
band, 4-Town. Doing so 
requires significant decep- 
tion, along with dubious 
fundraising methods. The 
larger plot development 
here relates to the ancient 
Chinese family curse 
causing the present-tense 
problems for Mei. Sandra 
Oh voices the role of Mei’s 
mother, who knows more 
than she initially tells. 
“Turning Red” is pure Pixar 
in its imaginative clash 

of genres and impulses. 
Yet it’s something new, 
too, its own cultural- and 
gender-specific creation. 
1:40. 3 % stars. Stream- 
ing on Disney+. — Michael 
Phillips 


RATINGS: The movies 
listed are rated according 
to the following key: 4 stars, 
excellent; 3 stars, 00d; 2 
stars, fair; 1 star, poor. 
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the big time, putting out 
afew albums before one 
sticks. With Rick Astley, it 
took just his first song. 

“With me, it’s like, song 
one — Boom! No.1 all over 
the world,’ he says. “I was 
just trying to write some- 
thing that you could sing 
along to in the chorus.” 

That song was “Never 
Gonna Give You Up” — on 
his 1987 multiplatinum 
debut album “Whenever 
You Need Somebody” 

— that went from radio 
earworm to internet prank 
sensation. 

It has been 35 years since 
Astley’s debut, and BMG 
is marking the anniver- 
sary in May with atwo-CD 
set and digital release that 
boasts the remastered orig- 
inal album plus B-sides, 
remixes and Astley’s own 
re-imagined versions 
of the album’s original 
singles. 

“Never Gonna Give You 
Up” spent two weeks at 
No. 1 on the U.S. Billboard 
Hot 100, and “Together 
Forever” spent a week atop 
the same chart. 

Shortly after the anni- 
versary release of his debut 
album, Astley will join 
New Kids on the Block, 
Salt-N-Pepa and En Vogue 
for the “Mixtape 2022” 
U.S. arena tour. He cred- 
its “Whenever You Need 
Somebody” for all of it, for 
basically making his career. 

“The overwhelming 
thing is just gratitude. If 
I’m honest, it’s simply 
that. I’ve had a really nice, 
comfortable existence 
because I got to make a pop 
record in 1987.” 


Dropkick Murphys feud 
with neo-Nazis: The Drop- 
kick Murphys are hitting 
back against a neo-Nazi 
group that used one of 
the rock band’s songs in 
a video posted on social 
media. 

The rowdy rockers from 
Boston condemned the 
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Rick Astley’s 1987 album, “Whenever You Need Somebody,’ 
will be reissued in May. RICHARD DREW/AP 2016 


use of the song “The Boys 
are Back” in a tweet, while 
the band’s attorneys sent a 
cease-and-desist letter to 
the group as well as to the 
platform that shared the 
video. 

The band wrote, “Stop 
using our song for your 
little dress up party video. 
We will SMASH you,” in 
response to a tweet from 
aman who confronted 
members of the group, 
known as NSC 131 or the 
Nationalist Social Club, at 
South Boston’s St. Patrick’s 
Day parade this month. 

The video posted on the 
video-sharing platform 
Odysee documents the 
group’s appearance at the 
parade as the song plays. 
Odysee in an email Friday 
said it complies with copy- 
right law, and the video 
was reviewed and subse- 
quently taken down. 


Memphis music hall class 
named: Singers Mavis 
Staples and Ronnie Milsap 
and keyboardist Booker 


T. Jones lead a versatile 
group of musicians named 
to this year’s class of the 
Memphis Music Hall of 
Fame. The hall, which 
includes members of the 
music world with ties to 
Memphis, announced its 
newest members during a 
recent ceremony. 

Elvis Presley’s former 
wife, Priscilla Presley, also 
was named to the hall for 
her work at Graceland. So 
were artist and composer 
Fred Ford, drummer J.M. 
Van Eaton, producer and 
engineer Jim Gaines, and 
rockabilly musician Billy 
Lee Riley. 


March 28 birthdays: Musi- 
cian Charlie McCoy is 81. 
Singer Reba McEntire is 
67. Actor Alexandra Bill- 
ings is 60. Rapper Salt is 56. 
Actor Tracey Needham is 
55. Singer Rodney Atkins 

is 53. Director Brett Ratner 
is 53.Actor Vince Vaughn is 
52. Guitarist Dave Keuning 
is 46. Actor Julia Stiles is 
41. Singer Lady Gaga is 36. 


Brother-in-law reacts angrily to sudden death 


Dear Amy: My wife’s sister, 
“Sarah,” lost her husband 
suddenly and unexpect- 
edly a couple of weeks ago 
when he passed away after 
just a couple of days of not 
feeling well. 

He was only 47, anda 
clear cause of death has 
not been determined. 

Last week, while helping 
to prepare for the funeral, 
we learned that Sarah 
and her now-deceased 
husband had not been 
vaccinated against COVID- 
19. This was news to us; 
they assured us they had 
been vaccinated before we 
agreed to visit them over 
the holidays. 

Vaccination has been a 
major point of contention 
in our relationship with 
Sarah over the years. Over 
the past two years, she 
had repeatedly spread 
misinformation about 
COVID-19 and the vaccine, 
and her young children 
have not received even the 
most routine childhood 
inoculations. 

I’m absolutely furious. 
I’m furious that vaccine 
hesitancy could have 
played a role in killing her 
husband and altered their 
children’s lives forever, and 
furious that her lies about 
her vaccination status put 
our family at risk, includ- 
ing my own parents and 
grandparents. 

How do we address this 
situation with her and 
express the gravity of our 
anger and hurt while she 
mourns the devastating 
loss of her husband? 

— Furious Brother-in-law 


Dear Furious: Right after 
a sudden death is not 
the time to express your 
anger or fury regarding 
the deceased’s behavior or 
choices. 

You don’t do it when 


someone dies by suicide, 
you don’t do it when some- 
one isn’t wearing a helmet 
ona motorcycle, you don’t 
do it when someone over- 
doses. You just don’t. You 
express your shock and 
sorrow, and that’s it. 

In this case, the cause 
of death has not been 
announced, and you are 
making assumptions that 
you really shouldn’t make. 

According to you, your 
sister-in-law has been a 
longtime anti-vaxxer and 
has continued to spread 
falsehoods regarding the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

It seems logical that you 
would have been skepti- 
cal regarding her claims 
to having been vaccinated, 
and yet you took her word 
for it. 

For now, you should 
process this death with as 
much compassion as you 
can muster for “Sarah,” and 
especially her children. 


Dear Amy: I have been a 
teacher in my current posi- 
tion for five years. 

I teach at a “rough” 
school in a “rough” district. 
I love my students and 

my job. I mostly keep to 
myself to avoid the nega- 
tivity that lingers in the 
staff lounge. 

In my time at the school, 
I have only two people 
whom I consider to be 
friends. These are people 
I trust to discuss matters 
both personal and profes- 
sional. 

Recently, I had a meet- 
ing with a supervisor in 
which she and I hada 
friendly interaction where 
she discussed many of her 
concerns with our staff. 

I shared this information 
with my two friends. 

They then repeated the 
information which I had 
shared with them. 


Although none of what 
I said to them was untrue, 
I feel both betrayed and 
embarrassed. 

I worry this will nega- 
tively impact my relation- 
ship with my supervisor. 
How can I make amends 
for my oversharing? 

— Nervous Teacher 


Dear Nervous: I assume 
your supervisor did not 
preface her remarks with: 
“Please keep this to your- 
self.” If she had, you would 
owe her an apology. 

I’m also going to assume 
working on the staff ofa 
school might be like work- 
ing for anewspaper: fueled 
by gossip and intrigue. 

Any supervisor should 
assume that information 
impacting the staff which 
has been passed along, 
would continue to be 
passed along. 

Your friends should not 
have repeated what you 
told them. But you should 
have assumed that they 
might. You can tell them 
now, “I wish you hadn’t 
repeated that. It was not 
meant for others. I find this 
embarrassing.” 


Dear Amy: Referring toa 
recent letter you ran from 
“High on Life,’ I see that 
you are an elderly person 
who believes that “pot is 
bad.” You need to get it 
together. 

— Currently High 


Dear High: I don’t actually 
believe that “pot is bad,” 
any more than I believe 
that alcohol is bad. 
Abusing either creates 
problems for people. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


TV REVIEW 


‘Pachinko’ is so good it makes 
competition look unworthy 


By Robert Lloyd 


Los Angeles Times 


When at its best, which 
is the case through nearly 
all its eight-episode first 
season, “Pachinko” is a 
lesson in how to do melo- 
drama right. In its acting, 
production, respect for 
character over machi- 
nation and for stillness 
over action, in its interest 
in domestic details and 
the limitless depths of 
the human face, it trans- 
forms the most well-worn 
narrative gambits into 
something that feels real 
and alive and lived. That 
is asort of trick, of course 
— this isa TV series, after 
all, expensively mounted, 
with good-looking people 
in dramatic situations. 

Yet it makes the competi- 
tion look obvious, over- 
wrought, unworthy. 

Adapted by Soo Hugh 
(“The Terror”), with 
significant additions and 
rearrangements, from 
the 2017 novel by Min Jin 
Lee, and directed vari- 
ously by Kogonada (“After 
Yang”’) and Justin Chon 
(“Blue Bayou”), it tells the 
story of four generations 
in a Korean family, first 
in Korea under Japanese 
colonial rule and then in 
Japan. The series is trilin- 
gual, with Korean and 
Japanese represented in 
different colored subti- 
tles, English being the 
third language; who can or 
cannot understand whom 
adds a layer to the charac- 
ters and to the storytelling. 

Set among the popu- 
lation the Japanese call 
“Zainichi” — Koreans 
who came to Japan during 
colonial rule and their 
descendants, who were 
subject to legal restrictions 
and general discrimina- 
tion — it’s astory of racism, 
sexism, classism, submis- 
sion, resistance, assimi- 
lation and the quest for 
self-knowledge in a society 





Minha Kim, left, and Lee Minho in “Pachinko.” APPLE TV + 


that tells you who you are, 
where you belong and 
what you can do. 

Among a large cast of 
characters, the central 
figure, both in terms of 
storytelling and force 
of on-screen personal- 
ity, is Sunja, compatibly 
(and soulfully) played as a 
little girl by Yuna, a young 
woman by Minha Kim 
and a grandmother by 
Yuh-Jung Youn, who won 
an Oscar for “Minari.” 

The series, which begins 
in 1915 and moves back and 
forth in time, takes Sunja 
from her family’s home in 
rural Korea to Japan, by 
way of an unplanned preg- 
nancy with one man and 
a convenient but fruitful 
marriage with another. 

Solomon (Jin Ha), 
Sunja’s grandson, whose 
father, Mozasu (Soji Arai), 
runs the pachinko parlors 
(think slot machines) that 
have brought the family 
wealth, is what might be 
called the secondary main 
character, and for most of 
the season, the storytelling 
shifts between the two of 
them. Solomon, who has 
gone to school in Amer- 
ica, works for a New York 
bank; he returns to Osaka, 
where he will reconnect 
with his family. He’ll also 
begin receiving mysteri- 
ous phone calls from Hana 
(Mari Yamamoto), the 
missing wild-child daugh- 
ter of his father’s Japanese 
girlfriend, Etsuko (Kano 
Minami), with whom he 


has history. We know that 
Solomon will suffer some 
sort of crisis, because his 
is obviously a soul out of 
joint, and this is a story 
about the importance of 
kin and country, witha 
distinct anti-materialist 
slant. 

Matters of family versus 
blood course through 
the series. The Japanese 
association of ethnicity 
and nationality is the root 
of what bedevils Sunja’s 
family in both Korea and 
Japan, but one’s own 
ancestors and relations 
may stain one with shame, 
from within and without. 
And strong ties exist here 
between characters not 
biologically related, some 
Japanese, but as good as 
family. 

“Pachinko” feels timely, 
and not merely for riding 
the unbreaking, globe- 
inundating Korean Wave. 
Rising violence against 
Asian Americans and 
Asians in America, as well 
as the pernicious question 
of who belongs and who 
doesn’t, make it locally 
relevant as well. And find- 
ing success in the business 
that gives the series its 
name and central meta- 
phor — a game of luck and 
a little skill — and histori- 
cally one of the few busi- 
nesses open to Koreans 
in Japan, is echoed in this 
country’s own immigrant 
stories. 


Where to watch: Apple TV+ 





HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 19): 
Your friendships are worth 
their weight in gold, Aries. 
This is a great moment 

to deepen your existing 
bonds and make sure that 
people know how much 
you appreciate them. You 
could also make an import- 
ant new friend today, so 
put a premium on circulat- 
ing and socializing! 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
You’re going to be at your 
best today, and people will 
have a hard time miss- 

ing it. This could see your 
hard work begin to pay off. 
It’s also a wonderful time 
to begin a new project or 
unveil one you’ve been 
working on, as your audi- 
ence should be especially 
supportive. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
There’s something lovely 
waiting for you out in the 
great wide yonder! Seek 
out important and exciting 
opportunities that can help 
change the way you view 
the world. Do something to 
broaden your horizons, — 
anything that exposes you 
to something new. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Today could take hold 

of you and demand your 
attention - although it 
fortunately should be 

for the better. This deals 
with everything from sex 
to shared finances, and 
you can bet that whatever 
occurs won't be a light- 
hearted matter. That said, 
you benefit in the end. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On March 28, 1898, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in United 
States v. Wong Kim Ark, 
ruled 6-2 that Wong, who 
was born in the United 
States to Chinese immi- 
grants, was an American 
citizen. 
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Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):A 
particular person might 
play a major role in your 
life today, nudging your 
focus to turn toward an 
important plus-one of 
some kind. There will 
likely be an interesting 
mix of pleasure and work 
involved throughout the 
day. This is also a good 
time to solidify a rela- 
tionship, be it romantic, 
platonic, or professional. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You’re primed to get your 
life in order without much 
fuss today, Virgo, encour- 
aging you to enjoy the 
process of getting your act 
together. Any new proj- 
ects or plans implemented 
now have a good likelihood 
of lasting, but be realistic 
with yourself about how 
serious you are. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Your Muse may lead you 
down some intriguing 
paths at this time, giving 
you a lovely boost of 
energy. Do something to 
let your artistic side out to 
play, whatever you create 
will be pleasing. Whatever 
this project is could benefit 
you for years to come. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Family matters might not 
always be simple, but that 
doesn’t mean they have to 
be difficult. You’re primed 
to enjoy life under your 
roof more than normalcre- 
ating a blend of positivity 
and discipline. This is an 
ideal moment to tackle any 


potential issues in your 
household. 


In1941, Virginia Woolf, 59, 
drowned herself near her 
home in England. 


In1969, Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, died in Washing- 
ton, D.C., at age 78. 


In1977, “Rocky” won best 
picture at the 49th Acad- 
emy Awards. 


1979, America’s worst 
commercial nuclear acci- 
dent occurred with a 
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Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): An advantageous 
exchange could take place 
in your life at any moment, 
setting the stage for an 
interesting opportunity or 
delightful tidbit of infor- 
mation to blow your way. 
Be sure to answer any calls 
and respond to all texts, 
you won’t want to miss out! 
This is also a great time to 
sign any contracts, as the 
terms will be in your favor. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Financial matters 
might require some extra 
work today, but it seems 
as though you’ll have no 
problem. Whether you’re 
earning or spending, you 
have the ability to make 
informed decisions. You 
could also score a major 
investment piece for a 
bargain price. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Progress and pleasure go 
hand-in-hand today, espe- 
cially if involves personal 
development, helping you 
with self-improvement. 
Make major headway 
without breaking a sweat. 
Do your best to meet chal- 
lenges — you can pass 
them with flying colors. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
It may be time to let go of 
some majorly outdated 
patterns in your life, 
presenting you with the 
perfect opportunity to do 
some emotional detox- 
ing. Put in the necessary 
work so you can grow in 
the future without being 
held back. Don’t miss this 
chance to clear your plate! 


partial meltdown at the 
Three Mile Island plant in 
Pennsylvania. 


In 1987, Maria von Trapp, 
whose life story inspired 
the musical “The Sound of 
Music,’ died at age 82. 


In 2000, in a unanimous 
ruling, the Supreme Court, 
in Florida v. J.L., curtailed 
police power in relying on 
anonymous tips to stop 
and search people. 
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Give the Gift of the Day 
They Were Born 


Front page prints from the Hartford Courant 
celebrating the birthday of someone special. 
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SCAN ME WITH YOUR 
STORE PHONE CAMERA TO SHOP! 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 


mm I SAID, IF CTVALLY. THIS [5 MY GEE, I APOLOGIZE... DION'T 
AT YOU FIND ANYTHING act ee A ON.. EVEN THINK ABOUT TRESPASSING. NAME... I WILL NO LONGER 
Yi JUST REMEMBER EN WE'RE HUNTING FOR TRUFFLES... | BE HACKING THE SIM— 


Se} THAT YOU'RE DIGGING ULATION TO CONTROL 
; REALITY. 
















McMeel 


HOW MUCH USUALLY 
OF OUR ABOUT 
SO-CALLED 754, BUT 
REALITY IS HIGHER 
COMPOSED DURING 

OF YOUR = THE PAN— 


THE PRACTICAL 
JOKES T WAS PLAYING 
ON HUMANITY WERE 
BARELY NOTICED IN 
ALL OF THE BASELINE 
STUPIDITY. 










@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 










HOAXES? DEMIC. 
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IT6 ALSO ABOUT THE 
WEL, I NEW POST-HARDWARE 
THOUGHT PARADIGM, WHICH, OF 

























50. COURGE, INFORVEDIMY 
\ CHOICE OF MATERIAL. SURE. ANO 
‘ HOW DO YOU KNOW IT’S YOU'RE KEN 
BASEBALL? IT COLO BE JENNINGS, NOT 
SCOOTER 








FRENCH LITERATURE. 
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YI 


BORDEN. 
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Y FINE. BUT IT’S 
NOT TRIVIA. 


© 2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC All Rights Reserved 


I JOST WANTED TO SEE 


THE LOOK ON YOUR 


FACE WHEN I SAID THAT 
BYE UNTIL 
TOMORROW! 
1) \ x 
KX) Ds 
@ F} We ‘\ ‘\ 
“EN AY ty) 


Rex Morgan, M.D. By Terry Beatty 
I WONDER WHAT 2.19] Wa/LE SARAH WONDERS, GOTTA PACK UP ALL THESE 
HAPPENED TO RENE..? £18| LET'S SEE, SHALL WEP CANVASES AND GET OUT OF 
HERE BEFORE RAYMOND 
, : HEARS THE NEWS! 


SIGH..WHAT DO YOU 
SEE, HELEN? 


© 2022 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved. 





Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 
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T'M GOING FISHING 
THIS WEEKEND. 
WANT TO COME? gy 


1 CANT EVEN CAST 
ASPERSIONS. 


NO, I'M TERRIBLE 
AT FISHING. 
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THE CIA “DEB 


DAD! HA! DID \ OF COURSE CHARLOTTE IS FINE. WE GAVE HER SOME 
EMERGENCY! YOU PAY I PAID SNACKS AND A SWITCH. 
ba pit THE BILL? THE BILL. 


WHY ARE YOU HOLDING US?! \ 
WHERE IS MY DAUGHTER?! 


DID YOU PAY 
THE INTERNET 
BILL? 


www.facebook.com/dustincomic 


KX Ai 
a) 

ZAl\\ WAS 
¥ \] 

GEN AAACTE 

OH, 90 AS LONG AS I ASSUME SHE'S 
PLAYING “MARIO KART” THEN ALL OF 

THIS IS PERFECTLY REASONABLE?! 
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Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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312% 
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Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis 





T THINK TECHNICALLY I 
THEOLOGY QUIZ HAVE TO PASS HIM. 


DEFINE 
HEAVEN 


CARRY YOURSELF WITH THE CONFIDENCE 
OF A LITTLE GIRL WEARING A 


By bey er 
a 
_—_ y 


All the dogs Ive ever 
owned rush out all at 
once and start licking 
my face as I laugh 
uncontrollably. 








st. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 
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MOM HAD THE HIGHEST 
SCORE AGAIN! HOW IS 
THAT POSSIBLE! 2 


BEWEVE If OR NOT, OUR 
PARENTS WERE ONCE THE 
COOWEST OF THE COOb 
WHEN IT CAME TO 

VIDEO GAMES. (To 
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funkywinkerbean.com/books 


Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 


IF CHINA DOESN'T BuT STUFF WOULD GET] LESS STUFF I JuST NEED To 
REDUCE CARBON MORE EXPENSIVE AND] WOULD BE DUG BUY ANEW PHONE 
POLLUTION, WE WE'D BuY LESS THEY UP, MANUFACTURED | BEFORE T AGREE 
SHOULD Tax WOULD Tax AND BUY AND SHIPPED WITH You... 
CHINESE LESS OF OUR AROUND THE 
IMPORTS. STUFF Too. WORLD... 
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HENRY MADE A 
NEW FRIEND 


NEED ANY HELP WITH 
Your Homewoik, 


@©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 
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5/NoW 1, BUCKY THEN YOU, SIR, DID 1 SAY 














KATT, HAVE ARE A RUDE ? o 
5 | REVOLUTIONIZED BELIEVE LUDPITE... A ARF- WOOF’? 





ELECTRICITY. YOU WILL. 


“ WOOF - WOOF “ 


chew up 
language. 
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A WHOOPEE 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 























| DON'T WANNA KNoW LOOK YOURE. NOT GAY, OK? THIS Guy Youve. MET-: 
WHAT YOU'RE TELLING | © | MEAN,YOU DANCE lWwITH IT'S NOTHING SPECIAL, E ELSe 
Me,MAN!] S GIRLS AT ee see ee \S CONFUSED II 


| HAD TO SAY ia \ ‘ 
IT,MiKke! ) 1 Sa 
t "% 


n Johnston Productions Inc. / Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication 











STILL SOCIAL 
DISTANCING, I SEE. 


JohnHartStudios.com 


A FEW THINGS 

FOR SARGE |S WAY 4 (=> 
MORE THAN L 3 
CAN CARRY 


I’M GOING CAN YOU 
OVER TOTHE GET ME A 


Syndicate. 


micana, Inc. Distributed by King Features 
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COLLEGE SEEMS HARD THEY ACCEPTED 

TO GET INTO, SO I'M UNCLE BEETLE, SO 
THINKING OF ENLISTING THEY MUST NOT 
IN THE ARMY. > \.BE TOO PICKY. 


MWOD ZZ02a 


HiandLois.com 


‘eyeompuAS seumjesy Bury Aq paelnquysia ‘oul ‘Bue 


ee en ee | 














0) 


er ili 


" HAGAR I6 TAKING MY FATHER'S 
PORTRAIT! SAY SQMETHING / 


LEAVE THE FRAME,” 
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Non Sequitur By Wiley Miller 


Me 
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»eANO IF NOU 
DONATE IN THE 
NEXT TEN MINUTES, 

WE'LL SEND You 

TUS ADORABLE 
“! RETAINED 

A LAWNER” 
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LAWNERS 
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THATS WHERE NOU 
WENT WRONG, BARRY 


1 ASKED MA FOR A | BUT SHE SAID IT'S Too 
SLICE OF LEFTOVER CLOSE TO DINNERTIME 
BLUEBERRY PIE IN AND ITLL SPOIL MY 
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es fs ; 
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Pickles By Brian Crane 
TAKE THE HUMBLE EARL, ) NEED 
POSSUM, FOR EXAMPLE] || YOU TO TAKE ME 
WHEN HE FEELS SHOPPING. HE FEELS 
THREATENED, HE THREATENED, 


PRETENDS THAT 
HE'S DEAD. 





© 2006 Brian Crane, dist. by the Washington Post Writers Group 


zits By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman 


; ANOTHER GUSTY YEAH. THE FRESHMEN 
§ SPRING DAK. ARE REALLY SWIRLING! 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


By Lynn Lempel 


mEEMCeCe VCO 
Nd rd NA ed 
“tt te 


7 “We're 32 Lab procedure 
broadcasting” required of many 
sign athletes 


8 Many figures 34 High regard 
in the Marvel 36 Agitated state 


Universe 37 Keyboarder’s 

9 Language suffix soot 
with Japan 39 __ the lily: 

10 Ursine overembellish 
hibernators that 40 Goodyear 
might actually product 
be brown 42 Trilled like a bird 

11] Swiss cityonthe 46 Virgil epic 
Rhine 47 |bsen’s “__ 

12 Subject for Gabler” 
Vogue 48 Salty expanse 

14 Cairo’s river 49 Stared in 

18 Tells a story wonder 

22 Annoytodeath 50 Young horse 

25 Greek “i” 53 Norwegian 

27 Agent pursuing capital 
a dealer 55 Assert as true 

28 Toymaker with 56 Seagull kin 
worldwide 57 “What’s 
theme parks more...” 

29 Arabian 59 It canbe cloudy 
sultanate or sunny 


Across 58 Latin god 
1 Composer of the 60 House with 
“Brandenburg” short staircases, 
concertos and a hint to 
5 Slack-jawed each row of 
9 Flows back, as circles 
the tide 62 Moist and 
13 Sci-fi visitor chilly 
15 Prefix for 63 Lascivious look 
second or bot 64 Fancy cake 
16 Paneling strip layers 
17 WWII Russian 65 Samberg of 
battleground “Brooklyn 
19 “Piece of cake!” Nine-Nine” 
20 Big to-do 66 Gambler’s 
21 Rooftop satellite chances 
fixture 67 First Bond 
23 Animation frame film 
24 More weird 
26 Joint covered by Down 
a bobby sock 1 Boisterous 
28 Head of amanor party 
31 __ Howard, 2 Choir voice 
director of the 3 Turin “ta-ta” 
film “Frost/ 4. Lent ahand 
Nixon” 5 “Life of Pi” 
32 Dull-looking director Lee 
33 Ostrich’s kin 6 Floralexhibits | 30 Hangs out (with) 61 Form 1040 org. 
34 Responds 
to hunger 1 2 3 5 7 10 411 712 
iio 6h eee 
35 Least 13 14 15 16 
common | | | | | fmm | | | Mm | | | 
38 Rap genre 17 ws Y WYN ~~ 
40 Pisasregion| | | | | | CX XK MRD | | 
41 Doneinthe {20 21 22 23 
ractoy.as || oT | | | Me | | 
training 4 
42 Hairpieces 
43 Sleepy Van [28 29 30 31 
winke [| | | 
44 Brewpub 33 34 
libations ey ye all 
45 Gallery 
hangings 
46 Concerning [fz 
a wateeae” TT [| 
49 Mount 74 
ee hia 
country 
51 Earth- (Vv 
friendly 
orefix 
52. Biblical 
kingdom 
near the 
Dead Sea 
54 Beethoven's 
“Moon- 
light,” e.g. 


| OOOO) 
Nat Nd Nd 
Eee 


35 


45 


INY \NY NY 
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BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


East dealer. 
Both sides vulnerable. 
NORTH 
4A054 
¥1087 
#J102 
h&AJ4 
WEST EAST 
J10832 a 


&109 
The bidding: 
East South West North 
1y¥ 2¢ 24 Dble 
3 & 34 Pass 34 
Pass 3 NT 
Opening lead — six of clubs. 


Famous Hand 


Sometimes, a carefully considered play 
can backfire and lead to a disastrous 
result. That is precisely what happened on 
this deal from the 1989 Venice Cup final 
between two women’s teams from the 
Netherlands and the United States. The 
Americans won the 128-deal match by a 
relatively narrow margin after an exciting 
contest in which the outcome remained in 
doubt right up to the final few deals. 

The bidding shown occurred early in the 
match at the table where Beth Palmer and 
Lynn Deas were North-South for the U.S. 
Deas reached three notrump after a lively 
auction, and the Dutch West led the six of 
clubs. 

Declarer played low from dummy, and 
East won the trick with the queen. East 
then shifted to the jack of hearts! This 
unusual play was designed to guard against 
a holding of Q-x-x in the South hand. If 
declarer had that holding, the lead of the 
jack would trap the queen, whereas a low 












TODAY'S SUDOKU 





Saturday's 


heart return would establish the queen as a 
stopper after South followed low. However, 
East’s return — well thought out as it was 
— served only to confuse her partner after 
declarer won the trick with the king. 

When West subsequently gained the 
lead with the queen of diamonds, she 
returned a heart! This established South’s 
second heart honor as her ninth trick. In all, 
declarer scored two hearts, two spades, 
four diamonds and the ace of clubs. Had 
West returned a club instead, establishing 
East’s clubs before the ace of hearts was 
dislodged, South would have fallen a trick 
short. 

At the other table, the U.S. East-West 
pair wound up in two spades, down two. 
The combination of +600 at one table and 
-200 at the other gave the Americans a 
9-|MP pickup on the deal. 

Tomorrow: Bridge is a partnership 
game. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Alpacas 7 NN 
= | could get’ 
2 -\ usedtothis & 
‘a. retirement 
My thing. 2. 3 


THE COUPLE THAT BOUGHT 
A MOUNTAINTOP CABIN AND A 
CONDO IN A HIGH-RISE WERE --- 


Skéeun 
NA ae, Now arrange the circled letters 


©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 


Ans. 7-W YW WYN 7 SN 
here: @eeeese es ry / 
(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LANKY SIGHT CLAMOR PRANCE 


Answer: The monkeys attending the social gathering in 
the jungle were — PARTY ANIMALS 


7 
CIP 
- e 
O rq 
mT & 
td Pa) 
ee 
PN call 
Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3box [D]R|SfMfolc]tjo]P]1 MM cla[m] 1 | 
nbadhodes)cotars | [yfojufO[t[o}WHLALTMBATWTALL 
Bech ah to solve Sudoku SO ema 
ay "IJIA T|H S WIAIG 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk OINTEITIOIN| clolvlelRIMleE 

ANSWERTO = [BIE[D MBL /E|W/D BI U/G/O|U|T 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE E/D|WIA|R{D] 1 MAINIT] 1 


IIN|S|PJE}C|T|O/R/G/A|DIGLE] T 





NJO|T| | BAI TIS| 1 GIN|S) 





| o> | 0 
=k 


S|PIAICIE|R S| P| 1 IN| 
FEJA/SIE|U|P 













Cpe IDE A PopULAR COFFEE suOP-- 


Excuse ME, OU,NO-wE \ UNDER- |3 


BuT ts ZIPPY 
ANNOYING 
You witl 
Wis OFF TH CUFF 
REMARKS? 





A|D|DMG|M/A| | | L BHI E|R] A! 
L{O|S|SMME|LIS/AIL|VIA}DIO}R| 





O11) Oo} Go 
O/T] &) oo] oa) “I 


1) oO] R/O) ol~ |) a 


LIUIBIE RM L] I IPIRIE|A|DIE|R| S| 

















&) | coy— |) Ooph) a 





—|/h] SN 
co 


















Easoy us 
SATIRICAL 
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|) ta} 
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LIAL Y|SJO]N BB RIALE| 


“Sie Keer tht — 


OR ARE You JUST 
VEALOUS BECAUSE 
DIZZ(ER Now mire OPE | Lig 
THUAN a NEA MORE P, o 
pizzy ~) Cee TW oSE\ UNDERSTAND ME per. 
GILLesPlE! \"Onsuspectine ) TER THAN YOU VO% 
W) BYSTAND y ae Capron ge. eA 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 





Scan QR code i lay online. 


















SUDOKU WORD SEARCH 
Level: 1 (RB Wordsearch: Us states 328 
| | [2] Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
eo) yp 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
ci sc TDKENTUCK YFLORIDAVH 
341 OUEODUCISIONILLIYAE 
| FKCLWENANAtIS I1_UOLWU V 
FOL !l_AL FNOTGN IHS AWQS 
8 AEDATWIRUOS SIMI YWA I 
3 TNNAHCAAYWEZ2N I OVX VT 
OAAPROERK F AQBMVENG Z 
Ay SOMGHOMNESGIITTQETZ 
EAAAILX L_ANEANNQUOWNA 
NTNLEBHI OROGRZtIRJIMON 
NK | AAACOQCKCPBGGOENMO 
© 2017 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved. FI14/17 | PHY I_ S LI WCOMCi!lEts!|RXRZ 
BOGGLE MFGPYDKAMAKABNNZI1E| 
oi ee eee ae WordWheel USQEAITNAVLYSNNEPCVR 
Moe a: ee NEWYORKIDAHOAAOVOJA 
paigoen WIlSsSs CONS I _ NVHT KS TIAVA 
151+ = Champ 
101-150 = Expert CALIFORNIAXAHVNNHODM 
21” $0 = Rookie KNEWJERSEYLQTYNAOOA 
= = Amateur 
0-10 = Try again EN IlL_AMARY LAN DAULY K MW 
Boggle SreinBusters Bors ALABAMA IDAHO MINNESOTA OREGON 
ee ecaine yiakk (id eee ALASKA ILLINOIS MISSOURI PENNSYLVANIA 
TO MONEY in the grid of letters. ARIZONA INDIANA MONTANA TEXAS . 
CALIFORNIA IOWA NEBRASKA UTAH 5 
COLORADO KANSAS NEVADA VERMONT ; 
CONNECTICUT KENTUCKY NEW JERSEY VIRGINIA 5 
ee ee cash DELAWARE LOUISIANA NEW MEXICO WASHINGTON z 
nse e missing letter to complete an ei etter a 
word reading een or ae FLORIDA MAINE NEW YORK WISCONSIN a 
he Content Agency, All ine 2 =e ee ee . AOHNGHOD GEORGIA MARYLAND OHIO WYOMING 8 
www,bogglebrainbusters.com aV7T10d LNIW Ald NVOT NIOD HSVI ©2021 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. Vi7 HAWAII MICHIGAN OKLAHOMA és 
TV CROSSWORD oSsiales JUMBLE 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
ae 
ae 6B 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


JO MMUSLIS 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


de — SS 
I'm 
taste-testing 


What a are we = paving 











©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 


NEW AT THE BREAD 
COMPANY, HE WAS 
OFTEN CAUGHT -—- 








Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


pant answor noe: (YY XXX X0 
JIN WAN WAIN. LAIN. LAIN. LAIN 


Jumbles: DIVOT UNCAP FACTOR GENTLE 
Answer: New atthe bread company, he was often 


caught — LOAFING 





Zee 
oi 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


5/21/17 








S|O]UIR{ C/E, 
TIEINIE|T/S| 
FJO}R|B] 1 (D|D/E|N 








ACROSS 35 Mama sheep ARROW WORDS 
1 Sherman Hemsley sitcom 36 “Dharma & __” 
5 Waitress on “Alice” 37 Matt __ of “Man with a Plan” 


8 __ Tyler Moore 
9“ Judy” 

12 Andrews or London 

13 Weatherman Al and his family 

14 As wise ___ owl 

15 “Chicago __” 

16 And so forth: abbr. 

18 Alejandro 

19 “The __ Place” 

20 Max __ Jr. of “The Beverly 
Hillbillies” 

21 Slightly open 

23 Country music singer Cline 

24 “On Golden __”; Henry Fonda 
film 

25 Spanish artist Salvador __ 

26 “The __”; Oscar-winning movie 
starring Paul Newman and 
Robert Redford 

28 Actor Ken 

29 Heavy weights 

30 Adhesive 

32 JFK’s predecessor 


|A|M|E|N Mim F | L | O} 
MIALR|Y i J |U|D/G/E 
Jlulc{ i fem Rio] KlelAls 
AIS|AINMEBF| I [RIE MBE|T|C 
IRIE|Y MG/O|O[D MM B/A/E|R 
[Al J/A|R BM P| AIT |S] y) 
[PIO|N|D MMM DIAL LI 1 | 
S{Tl1[N|G RB O[ LLIN 
TIO|N|SHG|L|UlE MDI DIE 
le|wie MG RIeE|G mE clololk 
[E|D/D] I /E|SMMM/O|O} RIE) 
RIAL IN| Y MO MIR] 1 
MIA|s HM B/O]s|s| 
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__ of “The Flying Nun” 


38 Albert and Fisher 
40 Actor Shemar 
41 Like umbrella weather 


42 Actor __ Katz 
43 Bell and Barker 
44 “Who’s the ___?” 
DOWN 
1 Entertain 
2 Melanie Chandra’s role on “Code 
Black” 
3 One of John-Boy’s sisters 
4 “Bill ___ the Science Guy” 
5 Long narrow Norwegian inlet 
6 Skywalker; character in “Star 


Wars’ films 

7 “__ to Billie Joe” 

10 “The __”; Joel McHale sitcom 

11 Actor Rob __ 

12 Mayo container 

13 Animated film about a macaw 

15 Glenn or Harrison 

17 “Boys Don’t __”; Hilary Swank 
movie 

19 Hoodlum’s group 

20 “Road to __”; Hope/Crosby film 

22 Stewart and Cryer 

23 “__ Rider’; movie for Clint 
Eastwood 

25 Carrie’s hubby on “The King of 
Queens” 





26 Sault __. Marie 

27 “__ Heist”; Eddie Murphy film 
30 “_ Anatomy” 

31 “_ Miserables” 

33 “The __ Day Show” 

34 __ out a living; get by 


36 Actress Lollobrigida 
37 Singer Perry 

39 Poorly lit 

40 Unruly crowd 

















Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 


the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 
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Courtroom 
event 


0 
= 
sa) 
= 
pe) 
° 
=, 
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G-man 


ai = hold 


Bear or 
Berra 


Winter 
sport 


Fire starter 


Tiny toiler 


i tied a 


dovon? 


Denmark's 
Islands 


Michelin 
product 


Kind of 
testing 


n” 
— 
® 
x 
ae) 


Bowl over 
Informant i 
_ ~{ ff fof 


©2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 


aid yale 


Behave 


Unfair 
At no time 


SREB eRE 


First-rate 
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Talk wildly 


Words of 
consent 
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vehicle 


Teacher's 
org 


©. 
= 
= 
® 


8/9/20 














JOAN JOYCE 


Hartford Courant 


SPORTS 


COURANT.COM /SPORTS 


Hartford Courant | Section 3 | Monday, March 28,2022 1 














Connecticut legend dies at 81 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


Joan Joyce, one of the greatest 
and most versatile athletes ever 
to come from Connecticut, who 
struck out Ted Williams and Hank 
Aaron on the softball diamond 
and set records on the golf course, 
died Saturday. Joyce, who was still 
coaching softball at Florida Atlan- 


tic University, was was 81. The 
school did not release a cause of 
death. 

“T’ve been in airports, hotels all 
over the world,” Joyce told The 
Courant in 1999, “It doesn’t matter 
where, but people will come up to 
me and say, ‘You struck out Ted 
Williams. I was there? ” 

Joyce actually did it twice, 
in 1961, the year after Williams 


UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


— 


—. 


= 


retired as a major league player, 
and again in 1966, both events in 
Waterbury to benefit The Jimmy 
Fund. 

Exhibitions, though, were not 
Joyce’s favorite events. She was a 
legendary competitor in softball, 
with the Stratford-based Raybes- 
tos Brakettes and Orange Lionettes 
between 1954 and 1975, gaining 
world wide fame for her pitching. 





A study by USC using film and 
batter reactions once estimated 
Joyce threw 110 mph, though 
she believed her fastball was in 
the 70s, but with a wicked array 
of offshoots, including a riser. 
She threw 150 no-hitters and 50 
perfect games, and was eight times 
MVP of the national tournament. 


Turn to Joyce, Page 4 
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Close friends who joined forces at UConn this season, Paige Bueckers, left, and Azzi Fudd were sidelined much of the season with injuries and only recently 
began to start games together. One step from the Final Four, a breakthrough game from the dynamic duo could be just what the Huskies need to get past 
NC State. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Now is the time 
for Bueckers, Fudd. 
to steal the show 


NC State ready 
for UConn 

in Bridgeport 
Regional final 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


BRIDGEPORT — The last time the 


BRIDGEPORT — It seems 
like years ago, as after all, 
this UConn women’s basket- 
ball season has often felt 
like several distinct seasons 
packed into one. But back 
in the fall, you may remem- 
ber, the combination of 


the most anticipated new show in women’s 


basketball. 


Injuries got in the way before the overture 


was played and the fun could begin. Fudd 


was slowed and finally shut down with a foot 
injury from Nov. 22 to Jan. 25. Bueckers, with 
he knee injury and surgery, was out from Dec. 
5 to Feb. 25. The last month has been a process 
of getting both up to game speed, and figuring 


out how to jell. 

Fudd and Bueckers didn’t start a game 
together until the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament. Now the Bueckers and Fudd 
Show is on for real, the next performance 


against NC State on Monday in the Bridgeport 


Regional final at 7 p.m. 


“Azzi, it’s really easy to play with her,” Buec- 
kers said. “She’s a really good player, so getting 


back in the flow of that, it’s easy. But I would 





Dom Amore 


Paige Bueckers and Azzi Fudd was all the talk, 


ofa challenge for all of us 
with all the different start- 
ing lineups and injuries. 
But we’ve gotten past that 
point, and it’s fun to play 


with everyone, and it’s easy 
to play with someone like Paige who is a great 


facilitator and gets you easy looks.” 

This is the dynamic UConn was planning. 
It’s far more than the history and chemis- 
try between them, though that’s the fun part 
to talk about. It’s the sophomore Bueckers, 
the national player of the year as a freshman, 
breaking down a defense with her one-of-a- 
kind moves, setting up freshman Fudd, the 
top recruit in the 2021 class, to unleash her 


one-of-a-kind shot. Defenses, like Indiana’s on 


Saturday, are then supposed to choose their 
poison pill. 

“Those two have to work incredibly hard 
to get open,” coach Geno Auriemma said. 
“T don’t think the other team is sitting there 
saying, ‘I wonder who is going to shoot the 
ball for them” They know exactly where 


Turn to Amore, Page 4 


say it’s a whole-team thing.” 
Said Fudd: “It’s been kind 


UConn women’s basketball team played 
NC State in the NCAA Tournament, 
pretty much everybody (even, coach Geno 
Auriemma admitted, his own family) was 
cheering for NC State and coach Kay Yow, 
who was undergoing treatment for breast 
cancer, which eventually took her life. 

That was 2007 in Fresno, Calif., the last 
time the two teams faced each other. 

It’s not going to be like that Monday 
night at the NCAA Bridgeport Regional 
final. Instead, the hometown crowd will be 
cheering for No. 2 seed UConn to advance 
to its 14th straight Final Four against the 
top-seeded Wolfpack at Total Mortgage 
Arena. 

UConn has institutional experience on 
its side. Monday night will be the program’s 
27th Elite Eight game, while the Wolfpack 
made it past the regional semifinal for the 
first time in four years Saturday and haven’t 
been to the Final Four since 1998, when 
they beat the Huskies in Dayton, Ohio, in 
the regional final. 

But this NC State team is experienced, 
with three five-year senior starters and 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 





Joan Joyce, a Waterbury native 
who gained international fame as 
a softball pitcher and golfer, died 
Saturday at age 81. JOHN WOIKE/ 
HARTFORD COURANT 


— er 
Carolina 
crushes 
St. Peter’s, 


will now 
face Duke 


By Eddie Pells 


Associated Press 


PHILADELPHIA — Amer- 
ica’s favorite underdog, St. 
Peter’s, shouldn’t feel all 
that bad. North Carolina has 
crushed lots of dreams over the 
decades. 

The Tar Heels ended all hope 
of a March Madness miracle in 
the early going Sunday, getting 
20 points and 22 rebounds 
from Armando Bacot in a wire- 
to-wire 69-49 runaway over 
15th-seeded St. Peter’s. 

No. 8 seed Carolina (28-9) 
made its record 21st Final Four, 
and this one will be a scene 
like no other. Next Saturday in 
New Orleans, it’s North Caro- 
lina vs. archrival Duke and its 
soon-to-be-retiring coach, 
Mike Krzyzewski. Three short 
weeks ago, the Tar Heels frac- 
tured a different sort of fairy 
tale — Coach K’s final home 
game — in a 94-81 beatdown 
of the Blue Devils at Cameron 
Indoor Stadium. 

“We want Duke! We want 
Duke! We want Duke!” the Tar 
Heels fans shouted as the team 
cut down the nets in Philly, the 
same city where Carolina won 
the East region back in 2016. 

“T don’t think anything can 
be as crazy as the leadup to that 
game over in Cameron,’ coach 
Hubert Davis said. “We just 
keep our eyes straight ahead 
and we ignore all the noise.” 

While Coach K’s winding 
road to retirement has been a 
beauty to watch this March, 
nothing has captured more 
imaginations during this NCAA 
Tournament than the run put 
on by St. Peter’s. 

The entire basketball budget 
for this scrappy group from 
Jersey City, New Jersey, is $1.6 
million — or around $400,000 
less than what Davis makes in 
a year. The first-year coach was 
sobbing as his players envel- 
oped him after the buzzer. 

“Tt was something that I just 
desperately wanted for them,” 
Davis said. “This is probably 
the most nervous I was before 
a game, because I just really 
wanted them to go to the Final 
Four.” 

Two nights earlier, the 
Peacocks (21-12) looked like 
Final Four material. They beat 
Purdue to become the first 
15 seed to advance to an Elite 
Eight. 

Their hopes ended quickly 
in this one. They are hardly the 
first team to see grand plans 
undone by one of the country’s 
top-line power programs. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


The Connecticut Driver’s Manual recommends 


keeping the windshield clean so it is less reflective in the 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


event bright sun is encountered. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

UConn WBB: NCAA Elite Eight 
vs. NC State, Monday, 7 p.m.; 
NCAA Final Four (if necessary) 
vs. Texas/Stanford, Friday, time 
TBD; NCAA Championship (if 
necessary) vs. TBD, April 3, 8 
p.m. 


Celtics: at Raptors, Monday, 
7:30 p.m.; Heat, Wednesday, 

7:30 p.m.; Pacers, Friday, 7:30 
p.m. 


Knicks: Bulls, Monday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Hornets, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Cavaliers, Saturday, 1 p.m. 


Nets: Pistons, Tuesday, 7:30 
p.m.; Bucks, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; 
at Hawks, Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 


Bruins: Maple Leafs, Tuesday, 
7p.m.; Devils, Thursday, 7 p.m.; 
Blue Jackets, Saturday, 7 p.m. 


Rangers: at Penguins, 

Tuesday, 7 p.m.; at Red Wings, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; Islanders, 
Friday, 7 p.m. 


Wolf Pack: Utica, Monday, 

7 p.m.; at W-B/Scranton, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; Belleville, 
Friday, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

BASEBALL 

1p.m.: Yankees at Tigers. (Live) 
MLB 

4p.m.: Rangers at Mariners. 
(Live) MLB 

9 p.m.: Cubs at Reds. (Live) 
MLB 

BASKETBALL 

7 p.m.: Women’s NCAA Regional 
Final: UConn vs. NC State. (Live) 
ESPN 

7:30 p.m.: Celtics at Raptors. 
(Live) NBCSB 

7:30 p.m.: Bulls at Knicks. (Live) 
MSG 

7:30 p.m.: Powerade Jamfest. 
(Live) ESPN2 

8 p.m.: Warriors at Grizzlies. 
(Live) NBA 

9 p.m.: Women’s NCAA Regional 
Final: Michigan vs. Louisville. 
(Live) ESPN 

HOCKEY 

7p.m.: Hurricanes at Capitals. 
(Live) NHL 

9 p.m.: Premier Hockey 
Federation Final. (Live) ESPN2 
SOFTBALL 

7p.m.: LSU at Arkansas. (Live) 
SEC 

TENNIS 

T1a.m.: Miami Open, ATP 3rd 
Round, WTA Round of 16. (Live) 
TENNIS 


REGIONAL DIGEST 


Staff reports 


The No. 25 UConn baseball 
team (17-5) captured a series 
win against Rhode Island with 
a 4-1 victory in the series finale 
Sunday afternoon in Storrs. 
Matt Donlan provided a spark 
with his bat and defense, 
throwing out three runners on 
the bases and hitting an RBI 
double. 

With the Huskies lead- 
ing 3-1 in the sixth inning, the 
Rams placed runners at first 
and second with no outs. The 
UConn catcher then fired 
behind the runner at second 
on a missed bunt attempt and 
gunned down the runner to 
change the complexion of the 
inning. Reliever Ian Cooke used 
the momentum to get out of the 
inning unscathed. 

Erik Stock helped the UConn 
offense with a three-hit game 
that included a solo homer in 
the third inning, his fourth- 
straight game with a homer. 
Enzo Stefanaoni earned the 
victory on the mound, allow- 
ing five hits, one run, zero 
walks and striking out four in 
five innings. 

Wolf Pack salvage 
shootout win: The Hartford 
Wolf Pack built a three-goal 
lead on the Hershey Bears at 
the XL Center in Hartford late 
Saturday night, but the Bears 
stormed back to force over- 
time. In the shootout, the Wolf 
Pack got three big saves from 
Keith Kinkaid and a goal from 
Ty Ronning to take a 4-3 deci- 
sion in a crucial Atlantic Divi- 
sion game. 

The Wolf Pack opened 
the scoring 12:54 into the 
first period. On a power play, 
Anthony Greco fired a shot that 
Nick Merkley redirected past 
Pheonix Copley. Less than two 
minutes later, Cristiano DiGia- 
cinto backhanded one home 
for his fifth goal of the season. 
Hartford got another power- 
play goal early in the second 
as Greco scored his 15th of the 
season. 

But Hershey outshot Hart- 
ford 21-4 in the second period, 
scoring twice on the power 
play to make it 3-2. In the third 
period, Mike Vecchione scored 
his 13th of the season at 8:57 to 
tie the score. 

The Pack will conclude their 
four-game homestand Monday 
when they host the Utica 
Comets at 7 p.m. 


METS 7, CARDINALS 3 


Scherzer, deGrom combine for all 9 innings 


By Bill Whitehead 


Associated Press 


PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Jacob 
deGrom and Max Scherzer teamed 
up to give the New York Mets a 
complete performance Sunday. 

After deGrom started and 
pitched three innings, Scherzer 
relieved and threw the final six 
innings in a 7-3 win over the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 

DeGrom had only had one 
regret: he couldn’t stick around 
to see his new teammate work. 
Instead, deGrom had to go through 
his post-start routine. 

“It’s definitely cool?’ deGrom 
said of pitching back-to-back with 
Scherzer. “But I’d rather be able to 
watch him pitch. I got done and did 
all my stuff and didn’t really get to 
see him pitch. He was doing the 
same thing — getting ready — while 
I was throwing.” 

“T think it’s more cool to sit there 
and actually watch how he attacks 
hitters,” deGrom said. 

In his second spring start, 
deGrom surrendered four hits, 
allowing an RBI single to Harri- 
son Bader. He struck out five and 
didn’t issue a walk. 

The two-time Cy Young Award 
winner has given up one run and 
struck out 10 in five innings in 
exhibition play. 

Also making his second spring 
appearance, Scherzer gave up two 
runs and three hits, including a 
solo homer by Anderson Tejeda. 
He struck out seven and walked 
one over 89 pitches. 

In his most recent relief stint 
— one inning for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers last October — the right- 
hander earned a save by closing out 
the San Francisco Giants in Game 5 
of the NL Division Series. 

A three-time Cy Young winner, 
the 37-year-old signed with the 
Mets in the offseason. 

After the eighth inning, Scherzer 
had an animated conversation with 
pitching coach Jeremy Hefner in 
the dugout. 

“I don’t know, that’s normal,” 


YANKEES 7, PIRATES 4 


Cole throws 


Associated Press 


TAMPA, Fla. — Yankees ace 
Gerrit Cole felt his first spring 
training start was better than his 
pitching line. 

Cole allowed four runs and 
four hits with five strikeouts and a 
walk over two-plus innings in New 
York’s 7-4 exhibition win over the 
Pittsburgh Pirates on Sunday. 

The right-hander gave up 
homers to Diego Castillo and Cole 
Tucker. 

“T thought that stuff was pretty 
good,’ Cole said. “When we made 
good pitches, we got good results. 
So, I think the amount of first-pitch 
strikes was too low, and there was 
a handful counts that I fell behind 
in. I was just wide a few times. 
So those kind of culminated into 
being behind a little bit more than 
I want it to be today.” 

Cole, coming off a pair of simu- 
lated games, threw 29 of 50 pitches 
for strikes. The expected Opening 
Day starter April 7 against Boston 
will pitch one more time at spring 
training. 

“IT liked what I saw,” Yankees 
manager Aaron Boone said. “I was 
really pleased with his stuff, the 
quality of his fastball. Didn’t have 


RED SOX 
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The Mets’ Max Scherzer throws a pitch in the fifth inning of Sunday’s victory over the Cardinals. He pitched the final 
six innings, giving up two runs and three hits, striking out seven and walking one. ERIC ESPADA/GETTY 


Scherzer said. “Honestly, I can’t 
remember” 

Francisco Lindor homered from 
both sides of the plate, and Tomas 
Nido also connected for the Mets. 

“Tt’s agood offense,” Lindor said. 
“We’re going do some damage if 
we stay healthy and we stay within 
ourselves.” 

Limited in camp due to a left 
oblique strain, newcomer Star- 
ling Marte made his spring debut 
in right field and went 1 for 2. He 
doubled and sprinted home on 


gy 


P . e ps 
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Mark Canha’s single. He also made 
an aggressive, running catch ona 
looper. 

“Thankfully, I felt really good,” 
Marte said through an interpreter. 
“Nothing really bothered me at the 
plate, and I felt really good in the 
field.” 

First-year Mets manager Buck 
Showalter said he wanted the 2016 
All-Star to get “in an environment” 
and play a few innings in the field. 

He said the two-time Gold 
Glove winner would be in a more 


Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole watches batting practice before 
Saturday’s spring training game. On Sunday, Cole allowed four runs and 
four hits with five strikeouts and a walk over two-plus innings in New York’s 
7-4 exhibition win over the Pirates. LYNNE SLADKY/AP 


the strike throwing down exactly 
or the command dialed-in exactly 
how he’s going to. I thought deliv- 
ery-wise he was real smooth. Got 
his work load up, but I thought it 
was a good day of work for him.” 
Cole went 16-8 with a 3.23 ERA 
in 30 starts last season, but was 
losing pitcher after allowing three 
runs over two innings in a 6-2 loss 


to the Red Sox in the AL wild-card 
game. He was slowed late in the 
year by aleft hamstring injury. 

He came out early in 2021 as 
the best pitcher in the league and 
then became the poster boy for 
pitchers using illegal sticky stuff 
on the balls in June when MLB 
decided to enforce its own rules 
more stringently. He adjusted and 


extended situation Tuesday night 
when the team travels to Jupiter to 
play the Miami Marlins. 

Marte has never played right 
field in his career, but Showalter 
said it’s a possibility. 

Notes: On his 29th birthday, OF 
Brandon Nimmo was held out of 
the lineup with a minor thumb 
injury. “He could’ve played during 
the season. He’s not really happy 
with me today, especially with it 
being his birthday,” Showalter 


quipped. 


plenty of pitches i in brief spring debut 


regained control of his season, 
only to catch COVID-19 after the 
All-Star break. He got back on 
track and then whether it was the 
tight hamstring or the workload 
(181 % innings pitched after just 91 
in 2020), Cole went into that wild- 
card game with a 6.35 ERA over his 
last four starts. 


Shelby Miller signs minor league 
deal: The Yankees signed right- 
hander Shelby Miller to a minor 
league contract and invited him to 
major league spring training. 

Miller, 31, is 38-57 with a 4.19 
ERA in 163 games, including 132 
starts over parts of nine seasons 
with the St. Louis Cardinals (2012- 
14), Atlanta Braves (2015), Arizona 
Diamondbacks (2016-18), Texas 
Rangers (2019), Chicago Cubs 
(2021) and Pittsburgh Pirates 
(2021). 

Miller split last season between 
the Cubs and Pirates, going 0-1 
with a 9.24 ERA in 13 relief outings. 
He was taken by the Cardinals 19th 
overall in 2009 draft. 

An All-Star with Atlanta in 
2015, he was traded by the Braves 
after that season to Arizona for a 
package that included shortstop 
Dansby Swanson. 


Bradley looking to bounce back after rough 2021 


By Steve Hewitt 
Boston Herald 


FORT MYERS, Fla. — Jackie 
Bradley Jr. is back in familiar 
territory, and that might mean big 
things for the Red Sox outfielder 
in 2022. 

Ayear after leaving for Milwau- 
kee in free agency, Bradley is back 
in Boston, where he became a 
franchise favorite for his first 
eight major league seasons. He’s 
also reunited with a familiar face 
who hopes to get his swing on 
track again. 

Pete Fatse was in his first season 
as an assistant hitting coach in 
2020, when Bradley Jr. had one of 
his best offensive stretches during 
a shortened 60-game season. Now 
in his first year as the head hitting 
coach, Fatse is charged with a difh- 
cult task: helping Bradley rebound 
from one of the worst offensive 
seasons in major league history. 

So far, it’s almost as if Bradley 
had never left. He looks comfort- 
able and in his element at Red Sox 
camp, and that could go along way 
toward success this season. 

“He’s an easy conversation,” 
Fatse said. “He’s easy dialogue. 


It’s just been great to be with him 
every day and pick up where we 
left off.” 

In 2020, Bradley was one of the 
Red Sox’ better offensive produc- 
ers as he slashed .283/.364/.450 
with an .814 OPS in 55 games. But 
in his first season with the Brew- 
ers, he took a major step back. He 
hit .163 — by far his worst career 
batting average — in 134 games. 
That led to his departure, as the 
Red Sox brought him back in the 
pre-lockout trade that sent Hunter 
Renfroe to Milwaukee. 

No one knows Bradley better 
than the Red Sox, and they reac- 
quired him with the hope that 2021 
would be a one-season outlier. 

“We’re certainly optimistic,” 
Red Sox chief baseball officer 
Chaim Bloom said in December, 
right after the trade. “This is home 
for Jackie, and recognizing that it 
was a tough year for him, I think 
we all know the ability he has is 
better than what he showed this 
year. I think coming back here, 
we'll be able to get him back to a 
lot of what he used to do. 

“Defense has always been his 
calling card, but we know he’s a 
better hitter than what he showed 





Jackie Bradley Jr., pictured in 2020, is back with the Red Sox and looking to 
rediscover his touch at the plate. FILE 


this past year and we’re optimistic 
we’re going to be able to get him 
back to something resembling 
who he was here for so long.” 

Resembling may be the key 
word there. With a loaded offen- 
sive lineup made stronger by the 
signing of Trevor Story, Brad- 
ley doesn’t need to be incredible 
offensively. 

Enter Fatse, and the work 


they’ve been putting in together 
this spring. Though that 2020 
season was a small sample size, 
there are lessons to be taken from 
it that they’re trying to reapply. 
“We've had a lot of good discus- 
sions about his timing,” Fatse said. 
‘Just getting started earlier, kind 
of reverting back to when he had 
success earlier in his career here. ... 
I think he’s done a really nice job,” 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB 
Philadelphia 46 27 .630 - 
Boston 46 28 .622 YW 
Toronto 42 32 .568 4% 
Brooklyn 39 35 527 7% 
New York 33 42 .440 14 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB 
y-Miami 47 28 .627 — 
Charlotte 38 36 514 8% 
Atlanta 37 37 500 9% 
Washington 31 42 .425 15 
Orlando 20 55 .267 27 
CENTRAL W L PCT GB 
Milwaukee 46 28 .622 — 
Chicago 43 31 .581 3 
Cleveland 41 33 .554 5 
Indiana 25 50 .333 21% 
Detroit 20 55 .267 26% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB 
x-Memphis 52 23 .693 _ 
Dallas 45 29 .608 6% 
New Orleans 31 43 .419 20% 
San Antonio 30 44 .405 21% 
Houston 20 55 .267 32 
NORTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Utah 45 29 .608 — 
Denver 44 31 .587 1% 
Minnesota 43 32 .573 2% 
Portland 27 47 .365 18 
Oklahoma City 21 53. .284 24 
PACIFIC W L PCT GB 
z-Phoenix 60 14 .811 — 
Golden State 48 26 .649 12 
L.A. Clippers 36 39 .480 24% 
L.A. Lakers 31 42 .425 28% 
Sacramento 27 48 .360 33% 


x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division; z-conference 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

New York 104, Detroit 102 
Golden State at Washington, late 
Minnesota at Boston, late 
Philadelphia at Phoenix, late 

L.A. Lakers at New Orleans, late 
Charlotte at Brooklyn, late 

Utah at Dallas, late 


MONDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at Indiana, 7p.m. 

Denver at Charlotte, 7p.m. 
Orlando at Cleveland, 7p.m. 
Boston at Toronto, 7:30p.m. 
Chicago at New York, 7:30p.m. 
Sacramento at Miami, 7:30p.m. 
Golden State at Memphis, 8p.m. 
San Antonio at Houston, 8p.m. 
Oklahoma City at Portland, 10p.m. 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS 

San Antonio 107, New Orleans 103 
Sacramento 114, Orlando 110, OT 
Brooklyn 110, Miami 95 

Memphis 127, Milwaukee 102 
Toronto 131, Indiana 91 

Chicago 98, Cleveland 94 

Denver 113, Oklahoma City 107 
Houston 115, Portland 98 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S NIT 

TUESDAY’S SEMIFINALS 

at Madison Square Garden, New York 
Xavier vs. Saint Bonaventure, 7p.m. 
Washington St. vs. Texas A&M, 9:30p.m. 


THE BASKETBALL CLASSIC 
MONDAY’S SEMIFINALS 

Coastal Carolina at S. Alabama, 8p.m. 
Southern Utah at Fresno State, 10p.m. 


SATURDAY’S QUARTERFINAL 
Southern Utah 77, Portland 66 


WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT 
GREENSBORO REGIONAL 

Greensboro Coliseum, Greensboro, N.C. 
Sunday, Regional Championship 

South Carolina vs. Creighton, late 


WICHITA REGIONAL 

At Intrust Bank Arena, Wichita, Kan. 
Monday, Regional Championship 
Louisville vs. Michigan, 9p.m. 
Saturday’s Regional Semifinals 
Louisville 76, Tennessee 64 
Michigan 52, South Dakota 49 


SPOKANE REGIONAL 

At Spokane Veterans Memorial Arena 
Sunday, Regional Championship 
Texas vs. Stanford, late 


BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL 

Total Mortgage, Bridgeport, Conn. 
Monday, Regional Championship 
NC State vs. UConn, 7p.m. 
Saturday’s Regional Semifinals 
NC State 66, Notre Dame 63 
UConn 75, Indiana 58 


WOMEN’S NIT 

Francis S. Levien Gymnasium, New York 
SUNDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 

UCLA 74, Oregon State 66 

S. Dakota St. vs. Alabama, late 


MONDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 
Columbia vs. Seton Hall, 8p.m. 
Toledo vs. Middle Tennessee, 7p.m. 


TENNIS 


MIAMI OPEN 

At Hard Rock Stadium, Miami Gardens, 
Fla.; hardcourt outdoors 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 

#6 Casper Ruud d. 


#30 Alexander Bublik, 6-3, 6-2. 
#10 Cameron Norrie d. Hugo Gaston, 


6-3, 7-5. 


#28 Frances Tiafoe d. 
Juan Manuel Cerundolo, 6-3, 6-2. 
Nick Kyrgios d. #31 Fabio Fognini, 


6-2, 6-4. 


Jannik Sinner d. Pablo Carreno Busta, 


+f, 1-5, 7-5. 


Francisco Cerundolo d. 
Gael Monfils, 6-2, 6-3. 
Thanasi Kokkinakis vs. 


Denis Kudla, late 


Mackenzie McDonald vs. 
Alexander Zverev, late 


WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
#5 Paula Badosa d. Yulia Putintseva, 


6-3, 6-2. 


Linda Fruhvirtova d. 


#12 Victoria Azarenka, 6-2, 3-0, ret. 
#15 Coco Gauff d. Zhang Shuai, 


7-6(1), 7-5. 


#16 Jessica Pegula d. 
#17 Elena Rybakina, 6-3, 6-4. 
#21Veronika Kudermetova d. 
Shelby Rogers, 6-1, 7-5. 


Anhelina Kalinina d. 


Beatriz Haddad Maia, 2-6, 6-4, 6-2. 
Petra Kvitova d. Lauren Davis, 7-5, 6-1 
Iga Swiatek d. Madison Bengle, 6-0, 6-3. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL MONDAY 


FAVORITE 


LINE 
South Alabama 2% 


UNDERDOG 
Coastal Carolina 


Fresno State Southern Utah 
TUESDAY 

St. Bonaventure Xavier 
Texas A&M 1% Washington St. 
SATURDAY 

Kansas Villanova 
NBA MONDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
Denver 3% (231) atCharlotte 
at Cleveland 10 (213%) Orlando 
at Indiana off (off) Atlanta 
at Miami off (off) Sacramento 
at New York "off (off) Chicago 
Boston 1% (218) atToronto 


atMemphis 8% 
SanAntonio 6% 
Okla. City 3% 


(225) Golden State 
(2372) at Houston 
(221%) at Portland 


HL ONDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
Carolina -128 at Washington +116 
at St. Louis -130 Vancouver +120 
at Chicago off Buffalo off 
Edmonton off Arizona off 
at Los Angeles -225 Seattle +215 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 64 44 14 6 94 262 186 
Tampa Bay 65 41 18 6 88 215 182 
Boston 65 41 19 5 87 200 174 
Toronto 64 40 19 5 85 234 195 
Detroit 66 26 32 8 60 189 253 
Buffalo 66 23 3310 56 178 232 
Ottawa 65 23 36 6 52 170 213 
Montreal 65 18 3710 46 167 244 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 65 43 15 7 93 216 156 
Pittsburgh 67 40 1710 90 225 179 
N.Y.Rangers 66 42 19 5 89 203 172 
Washington 67 37 2010 84 224 191 
Columbus 66 32 29 5 69 216 246 
N.Y. Islanders 64 28 27 9 65 174 178 
Philadelphia 65 21 3311 53 167 228 
New Jersey 65 23 37 5 51 200 237 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Colorado 65 46 14 5 97 251 181 
Minnesota 63 39 20 4 82 234 200 
St. Louis 64 35 20 9 79 226 187 
Nashville 65 37 24 4 78 212 190 
Dallas 64 36 25 3 75 189 192 
Winnipeg 66 31 2510 72 207 206 
Chicago 66 24 3210 58 179 229 
Arizona 64 20 40 4 44 166 232 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Calgary 65 40 17 8 88 231 160 
LosAngeles 67 36 22 9 81 195 188 
Edmonton 66 36 25 5 77 227 215 
Vegas 68 36 28 4 76 216 206 
Vancouver 67 32 26 9 73 192 191 
San Jose 65 29 28 8 66 173 204 
Anaheim 67 27 2911 65 189 218 
Seattle 65 20 39 6 46 170 232 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

Tampa Bay 4, N.Y. Islanders 1 

N.Y. Rangers 5, Buffalo 4, OT 
Pittsburgh 11, Detroit 2 

Colorado at Minnesota, late 
Philadelphia at Nashville, late 
Arizona at Winnipeg, late 

Florida at Toronto, late 

Montreal at New Jersey, late 


MONDAY’S GAMES 

Carolina at Washington, 7p.m. 
Vancouver at St. Louis, 7:30p.m. 
Buffalo at Chicago, 8:30p.m. 
Arizona at Edmonton, 9:30p.m. 
Seattle at Los Angeles, 10:30p.m. 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Carolina at Tampa Bay, 7p.m. 
Montreal at Florida, 7p.m. 

N.Y. Islanders at Columbus, 7p.m. 
N.Y. Rangers at Pittsburgh, 7p.m. 
Toronto at Boston, 7p.m. 

Ottawa at Nashville, 8p.m. 
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Colorado at Calgary, 9p.m. 

Dallas at Anaheim, 10p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Winnipeg at Buffalo, 7p.m. 

N.Y. Rangers at Detroit, 7:30p.m. 
Los Angeles at Edmonton, 9:30p.m. 
San Jose at Arizona, 10p.m. 

St. Louis at Vancouver, 10p.m. 
Vegas at Seattle, 10p.m. 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
Boston 6, N.Y. Islanders 3 
Tampa Bay 2, Detroit 1, OT 
Vegas 5, Chicago 4, OT 
Montreal 4, Toronto 2 
Washington 4, New Jersey 3 
Vancouver 4, Dallas 1 
Florida 4, Ottawa 3, SO 
Carolina 7, St. Louis 2 
Minnesota 3, Columbus 2, OT 
Calgary 9, Edmonton 5 

San Jose 4, Anaheim 1 

Los Angeles 4, Seattle 2 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
EASTERN we 


Philadelphia 
Columbus 
Chicago 
Orlando City 
N.Y. Red Bulls 
Atlanta 

D.C. United 


3 1 10 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Charlotte FC 2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
Ww 
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Cincinnati 

New York City FC 
New England 
Toronto FC 

CF Montréal 
Inter Miami CF 
WESTERN 


Los Angeles FC 3 
Real Salt Lake 3 
Minnesota United 2 
Austin FC 2 
FC Dallas 2 
Colorado Z 
LA Galaxy 2 
Portland 1 
2 
1 
il 
1 
0 
0 
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Kansas City 

Houston 

Seattle 

Nashville 

San Jose 

Vancouver 

Three points for win, o 
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e point for tie. 
SUNDAY’S RESULT 

Orlando City 1, Portland 1 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

FC Dallas at Chicago, 3:30p.m. 

CF Montréal at Cincinnati, 4p.m. 

New York City FC at Toronto FC, 4p.m. 
Nashville at Columbus, 6p.m. 

Atlanta at D.C. United, 7:30p.m. 

New York at New England, 7:30p.m. 
Los Angeles FC at Orlando City, 7:30 p.m. 
Charlotte FC at Philadelphia, 7:30p.m. 
Austin FC at San Jose, 7:30p.m. 
Houston at Miami, 8p.m. 

Seattle at Minnesota, 8p.m. 

Sporting KC at Vancouver, 8p.m. 

Real Salt Lake at Colorado, 9p.m. 
SUNDAY, APRIL 3 

LA Galaxy at Portland, 4:30p.m. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 26 RESULTS 
Charlotte FC 2, Cincinnati 0 

Sporting KC 1, Real Salt Lake 0 


NWSL CHALLENGE CUP 
WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Gotham FC at Orlando, 7 p.m. 

North Carolina at Washington, 7:30 p.m. 
Racing Louisville at Chicago, 7:30 p.m. 
Kansas City at Houston, 8:30 p.m. 
Angel City at Portland, 10 p.m. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 26 RESULTS 
OL Reign 3, Angel City FC 1 
North Carolina 1, Orlando 0 
Portland 1, San Diego 0 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 29 22 4 3 68 18 70 
Liverpool 29 21 6 275 20 69 
Chelsea 28 17 8 357 19 59 
Arsenal 28 17 3 8 44 31 54 
Tottenham 29 16 3 10 47 36 51 
Man United 29 14 8 7 48 40 50 
West Ham 30 14 6 10 49 39 48 
Wolverhampton 30 14 4 12 31 26 46 
Aston Villa 29 11 3 15 41 40 36 
Leicester 2710 611 42 46 36 


Southampton 29 811 10 36 45 3 


Crystal Palace 29 713 9 39 38 3 
Brighton 29 712 10 26 36 3 
Newcastle 29 710 12 32 49 3 
Brentford 30 8 6 16 33 47 3 
Leeds 30 7 8 15 34 67 2 
Everton 27 741629 47 2 
Watford 29 6 419 29 55 2 
Burnley 27 312 12 22 38 2 
Norwich 29 452018 63 1 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 


Liverpool vs. Watford, 7:30a.m. 
Brighton vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 

Burnley vs. Man City, 10a.m. 

Chelsea vs. Brentford, 10a.m. 

Leeds vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Aston Villa, 10a.m. 
Man United vs. Leicester, 12:30p.m. 


U.S. MEN’S SCHEDULE 
q-Sunday: U.S.5, Panama 1 
q-World Cup qualifying 


WGC DELL TECHNOLOGIES 
MATCH PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Finals at Austin (Texas) Country Club, 
7108 yards, Par 71 

SUNDAY’S SEMIFINALS 

GOLFER (SD) COUNTRY SC 
Scottie Scheffler (5) U.S. 

Dustin Johnson (8) U.S. 3&1 
Kevin Kisner (29) U.S. d. 
Corey Conners (36) Canada 2up 


SUNDAY”S CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 
S. Scheffler (5) d. K. Kisner (29) 4&3 


SUNDAY’S THIRD-PLACE FINAL 
C. Connors (36) d. Du. Johnson (8) 3&1 


DELL MATCH PLAY FINALS 
2021: #32 Billy Horschel (U.S.) d. 

#30 Scottie Scheffler (U.S.) 2&1 
2019: #48 Kevin Kisner (U.S.) d. 

#23 Matt Kuchar (U.S.), 3&2 
2018: #35 Bubba Watson (U.S.) d. 

#32 Kevin Kisner (U.S.), 7&6 
2017: #1 Dustin Johnson (U.S.) 

d. #21 Jon Rahm (Spain), 1up 
2016: #2 Jason Day (Australia) d. 

#16 Louis Oosthuizen (S. Africa), 5&4 
2015: #1 Rory Mcllroy (Northern Ireland) 

d. #50 Gary Woodland (U.S.), 4&2 
2014: #8 Jason Day (Australia) d. 

#27 Victor Dubuisson (France), 23 holes 
2013: #21 Matt Kuchar (U.S.) d. 

#23 Hunter Mahan (U.S.), 2&1 
2012: #21 Hunter Mahan (U.S.) d. 

#2 Rory Mclilroy (Northern Ireland), 2&1 
2011: #9 Luke Donald (England) d. 

#2 Martin Kaymer (Germany, 3&2 
2010: #9 lan Poulter (England) d. 


#6 Paul Casey (England), 4&2 
2009: #8 Geoff Ogilvy (Australia) d. 

#23 Paul Casey (England), 4&3. 
2008: #1 Tiger Woods (U.S.) d. 

#22Stewart Cink (U.S.), 8&7 


2007: #9 Henrik Stenson (Sweden) d. 





PGA TOUR CORALES PUNTACANA 


CHAMPIONSHI 


Ath of 4 rounds, Corales Golf Club,Ponta 


Cana, Dominican Republic 


7,670 yards; Par: 72 
Final Round 


Individual FedExCup pts in Parentheses 


#11 Geoff Ogilvy (Australia), 2&1 
2006: #52 Geoff Ogilvy (Australia) 
d. #23 Davis Love Ill, (U.S.), 3&2 
2005: #14 David Toms (U.S.) d. 
#16 Chris DiMarco (U.S.), 6&5 
2004: #1 Tiger Woods (U.S.) d. 
#3 Davis Love III (U.S.) 3&2 
2003: #1 Tiger Woods (U.S.) d. 
#6 David Toms (U.S.), 2&1 
2002: #62 Kevin Sutherland (U.S.) d. 
#45 Scott McCarron (U.S.), lup 
2001: #55 Steve Stricker (U.S.) d. 
#21 Pierre Fulke (Sweden), 2&1 


2000: #19 Darren Clarke (Northern Ireland) 


d. #1 Tiger Woods (U.S.), 483 
1999: #24 Jeff Maggert (U.S.) d. 

#50 Andrew Magee (U.S.), 38holes 
SPRING TRAINING 
AMERICAN LEAGUE W L PCT. 
Texas 6 2 ~~«.750 
Boston 7 4 .636 
Kansas City 5 3. =.625 
Seattle 4 3 571 
Los Angeles 5 4 556 
Baltimore 5 4 556 
Cleveland 5 4.556 
Toronto 5 4 556 
Chicago 6 5 545 
Detroit 4 4.500 
Houston 4 4.500 
Minnesota 4 7 364 
New York 3 6 .333 
Oakland 2 6 ~=.250 
Tampa Bay 2 6 .250 
NATIONAL LEAGUE W L PCT. 
Atlanta 5 2 114 
Cincinnati 5 3 625 
Miami 5 3 +4625 
New York 5 3 =.625 
Philadelphia 5 3 625 
St. Louis 5 3 625 
Chicago 5 4 556 
Colorado 5 5.500 
Pittsburgh 4 4 500 
Milwaukee 3 4 429 
San Diego 3 4 429 
Arizona 4 6 .400 
San Francisco 3 6  ~=.333 
Los Angeles 2 4 333 
Washington 1 { «125 


Standings do not reflect ties 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 


Baltimore 5, Detroit 4 


Houston 4, Miami 3 


Minnesota 6, Boston 3 


N.Y. Yankees 7, Pittsburgh 4 


Tampa Bay 4, Atlanta 1 


Philadelphia 10, Toronto 5 


N.Y. Mets 7, St. Louis 3 


Chicago Cubs 13, Kansas City 12 
Colorado (ss) 4, Cincinnati 4 


Chicago White Sox 9, L.A. Dodgers 0 
Seattle 7, Oakland 1 


Texas 13, Arizona (ss) 0 

San Diego 5, Cleveland 1 

San Francisco 6, L.A. Angels 1 
Arizona (ss) 5, Colorado (ss) 2 


MONDAY’S GAMES 


Toronto vs. Atlanta, 1:05p.m. 
N.Y. Yankees vs. Detroit, 1:05p.m. 


Baltimore vs. Philadelphia, 1:05p.m. 


Houston vs. St. Louis, 1:05p.m. 
Miami vs. Washington, 1:05p.m. 
San Diego vs. Chi. White Sox, 4:05p.m. 
Cleveland vs. Kansas City, 4:05p.m. 
L.A. Dodgers vs. Arizona, 4:10p.m. 
Oakland vs. L.A. Angels, 4:10p.m. 
San Francisco vs. Milwaukee, 4:10p.m. 
Texas vs. Seattle, 4:10p.m. 
Chicago Cubs vs. Cincinnati, 9:05p.m. 


AUTO RACING 


NASCAR CUP ECHOPARK 
AUTOMOTIVE GRAND PRIX 


Sunday at Circuits of the Americas, 


Austin, Texas. Lap length: 3.41 miles 


271 (-17) $666,000 
Chad Ramey (300) 70-65-69-67 
272 (-16) $329,300 
Alex Smalley (135) 69-65-73-65 
Ben Martin (135) 66-66-70-70 
273 (-15) $166,500 
Jhonattan Vegas (73) 70-70-65-68 
Cameron Percy (73) 71-68-67-67 
274 (-14) $134,125 
Rasmus Hojgaard (0) 73-67-67-67 
275 (-13) $112,388 
Adam Schenk (48) 67-68-74-66 
Brian Stuard (48) 70-68-69-68 
David Lipsky (48) 73-65-68-69 
Martin Trainer (48) 69-70-67-69 
276 (-12) $89,725 
Bryson Nimmer (0) 70-72-69-65 
Andrew Novak (36) 70-69-69-68 
277 (-11) $74,925 
Kramer Hickok (32) 73-68-70-66 
Hayden Buckley (32) 68-74-68-67 
278 (-10) $56,425 
Kevin Chappell (29) 73-67-72-66 
Rick Lamb (0) 72-70-68-68 
Ryan Armour (29) 69-71-69-69 
Wesley Bryan (29) 70-72-67-69 
Justin Lower (29) 74-65-68-71 
Nate Lashley (29) 69-68-69-72 
Thomas Detry (0) 69-69-68-72 
279 (-9) $38,665 
Chase Seiffert (24) 70-70-75-64 
Sahith Theegala (24) 71-68-71-69 
Wyndham Clark (24) 70-68-70-71 
280 (-8) $30,402 
Greyson Sigg (21) 69-69-73-69 
Nick Taylor (21) 72-68-69-71 
Vaughn Taylor (21) 68-71-69-72 
281 (-7) $23,749 
Brandon Wu (16) 69-72-72-68 
Tyler Duncan (16) 71-71-69-70 
Greg Chalmers (16) 73-69-69-70 
Jason Dufner (16) 70-73-67-71 
Rafael Campos (0) 72-68-69-72 
Scott Brown (16) 71-71-67-72 
Ben Kohles (16) 72-67-69-73 
Vince Whaley (16) 70-68-70-73 
282 (-6) $16,488 
Peter Uihlein (10) 75-68-72-67 
Danny Willett (10) 71-69-75-67 
Hudson Swafford (10) 74-67-72-69 
Robert Garrigus (10) 70-72-71-69 
Seung-Yul Noh (10) 71-71-71-69 
Michael Gligic (10) 72-70-70-70 
Hank Lebioda (10) 71-71-70-70 
Jonathan Byrd (10) 70-72-68-72 
283 (-5) $11,371 
Kiradech Aphibarnrat (6) 68-73-73-69 
Curtis Thompson (6) 72-69-72-70 
Bill Haas (6) 72-67-73-71 
David Lingmerth (6) 69-70-72-72 
Brandon Hagy (6) 70-70-71-72 
Matthias Schwab (6) 73-69-69-72 
284 (-4) $9,195 
D.J. Trahan (5) 70-73-71-70 
Trey Mullinax (5) 73-70-70-71 
Sean O’Hair (5) 71-71-70-72 
Graeme McDowell (5) 68-68-73-75 
285 (-3) $8,732 
Patrick Flavin (0) 72-71-71-71 
Bo Hoag (4) 74-69-68-74 
286 (-2) $8,621 
Dylan Wu (4) 73-69-71-73 
287 (-1) $8,547 
Scott Gutschewski (3) 73-70-76-68 
288 (E) $8,362 
Jim Knous (3) 73-70-75-70 
Brice Garnett (3) 74-67-76-71 
Austin Cook (3) 73-70-74-71 
Camilo Villegas (3) 74-69-71-74 
289 (+1) $8,103 
D.A. Points (3) 72-71-75-71 
John Huh (3) 73-70-75-71 
Seth Reeves (3) 70-70-77-72 
293 (+5) $7,955 
Kevin Stadler (2) 72-70-77-74 


LPGA JTBC CLASSIC 


Ath of 4 rounds, Aviara Golf Club,Carls- 
bad, Calif., Yardage: 6,609; Par: 72 


282 (-16) $225,000 
Atthaya Thitikul 69-70-69-64 

272 (-16) $135,995 
Nanna Koerstz Madsen 66-67-69-70 
273 (-15) $98,654 

Na Rin An 69-67-69-68 
274 (-14) $62,667 

Pajaree Anannarukarn 68-69-69-68 
Maude-Aimee Leblanc 68-68-70-68 
Jin Young Ko 65-71-70-68 
276 (-12) $42,068 

Charley Hull 69-70-68-69 
277 (-11) $34,995 

Inbee Park 71-68-70-68 
Lilia Vu 71-71-65-70 
278 (-10) $29,038 

Amy Yang 72-69-69-68 
Stephanie Meadow 69-72-67-70 
279 (-9) $23,751 

Chella Choi 72-70-70-67 
Ryann O’Toole 68-75-67-69 
Lydia Ko 68-67-74-70 
In Gee Chun 69-72-67-71 
280 (-8) $17,933 

Lizette Salas 72-72-71-65 
Allison Emrey 72-71-69-68 
Xiyu Janet Lin 70-71-71-68 
Alana Uriell 69-73-68-70 
Moriya Jutanugarn 69-72-68-71 
Nasa Hataoka 70-69-68-73 
Janie Jackson 70-68-69-73 
281 (-7) $13,212 

Annie Park 72-70-71-68 
Mina Harigae 73-70-69-69 
Alison Lee 69-72-71-69 
Cheyenne Knight 67-73-72-69 
Paula Reto 72-71-68-70 
Austin Ernst 72-71-68-70 
Hyo Joo Kim 73-67-71-70 
Minjee Lee 69-71-70-71 
Brittany Altomare 71-68-69-73 


QATAR MASTERS 
Ath of 4 rounds, Doha Golf Club,Doha, 
Qatar, 7,466 yards; Par 72 


FP SP DRIVER M LAP PT 
1 16 Ross Chastain C 69 43 
2 5 Alex Bowman C 69 43 
3. 7 Christopher Bell T 69 34 
4 12 Chase Elliott C 69 37 
5 4 Tyler Reddick C 69 32 
6 1 Ryan Blaney F 69 47 
7 17 Martin Truex Jr T 69 30 
8 10 Austin Cindric F 69 32 
9 30 Erik Jones C 69 28 
10 21 Austin Dillon C 69 32 
11 18 Kevin Harvick F 69 26 
12 24 William Byron C 69 25 
13 27 Michael McDowell F 69 24 
14 26 Brad Keselowski F 69 23 
15 9 Justin Haley C 69 27 
16 29 Todd Gilliland F 69 21 
17 19 Harrison Burton F 69 26 
18 8 Denny Hamlin T 69 29 
19 25 Aric Almirola F 69 24 
20 33 Ty Dillon C 69 17 
21 22 Chris Buescher F 69 16 
22 34 Josh Bilicki C 69 0 
23 3 Cole Custer F 69 14 
24 2 Daniel Suarez C 69 23 
25 31 KazGrala C 69 0 
26 37 Boris Said F 69 11 
27 35 Cody Ware F 69 10 
28 15 Kyle Busch T 69 18 
29 13 Kyle Larson C 69 14 
30 14 Chase Briscoe F 69 10 
31 6 Joey Logano F 69 21 
32 11 Kurt Busch T 69 5 
33 20 AJ Allmendinger C 68 0 
34 36 Loris Hezemans F 62-r 0 
35 38 Joey Hand F 60-a 2 
36 32 Corey Lajoie C 57-e 1 
37 28 Ricky Stenhouse Jr C 52-g 1 
38 23 Bubba Wallace T 44-s 2 
39 39 Andy Lally F 19-s 0 


s-Suspension; e-engine; r-rear gar; 
g-garage; C-Chevrolet; F-Ford; T-Toyota 
Winner’s average speed: 70.253 mph. 
Time: 3 hours, 20 minutes, 57 seconds. 
Margin of Victory: 1.331 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 9 for 13 laps. 

Lead Changes: 13 among 9 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: R.Blaney 0; D.Suarez 1-15; 
R.Blaney 16; A.Cindric 17-27; D.Hamlin 28-30; 
J.Logano 31-32; R.Chastain 33-41; A.All- 
mendinger 42; R.Chastain 43-44; C.Briscoe 
45-46; R.Chastain 47-64; A.Allmendinger 65; 
T.Reddick 66-67; R.Chastain 68-69 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): R.Chastain, 4 times for 31 
laps; D.Suarez, 1 time for 15 laps; A.Cin- 
dric, 1 time for 11 laps; D.Hamlin, 1 time 
for 3 laps; T.Reddick, 1 time for 2 laps; 
C.Briscoe, 1 time for 2 laps; J.Logano, 1 
time for 2 laps; A.Allmendinger, 2 times 
for 2 laps; R.Blaney, 1 time for 1 lap. 
Top 16 in Points: 1. C.Elliott, 171; 2. J.Lo- 
gano, 164; 3. C.Briscoe, 156; 4. W.Byron, 
150; 5. R.Blaney, 148; 6. Ku.Busch, 148; 
7. A.Almirola, 144; 8. M.Truex, 142; 9. 
A.Bowman, 140; 10. R.Chastain, 137; 

11. Ky.Busch, 136; 12. K.Larson, 135; 13. 
D.Suarez, 127; 14. K.Harvick, 127; 15. 
T.Reddick, 126; 16. A.Cindric, 121. 


Final Round 


281 (-7) (460), $308,344 
Ewen Ferguson 67-71-73-70 
282 (-6) (305), $199,517 
Chase Hanna 70-66-75-71 
283 (-5) (154), $102,479 
Marcus Kinhult 74-65-73-71 
Adrian Meronk 66-70-72-75 
284 (-4) (75), $50,061 
Marcus Armitage 71-73-71-69 
Gavin Green 77-67-69-71 
Justin Harding 76-68-70-70 
Matthew Jordan 69-69-70-76 
Pablo Larrazabal 64-71-75-74 
Adrian Otaegui 70-70-70-74 
Kalle Samooja 74-69-66-75 
285 (-3) (39), $25,837 
Laurie Canter 68-73-73-71 
Marcus Helligkilde 66-75-75-69 
Craig Howie 70-74-70-71 
Wilco Nienaber 68-68-74-75 
Thorbjorn Olesen 71-69-76-69 
Wade Ormsby 68-72-73-72 
Justin Walters 74-68-71-72 
Paul Waring 69-71-73-72 
Oliver Wilson 71-70-71-73 
286 (-2) (30), $19,680 
Nino Bertasio 69-75-71-71 
Wil Besseling 71-71-70-74 
Aaron Cockerill 72-72-69-73 
Romain Langasque 66-71-75-74 
Thriston Lawrence 70-69-76-71 


Nicolai Von Dellingshausen 76-68-68-74 


287 (-1) (24), $15,871 
Louis De Jager 73-70-73-71 
Hennie Du Plessis 72-70-73-72 
Jacques Kruyswijk 71-71-75-70 
287 (-1) (24), $15,871 
Ross McGowan 69-71-73-74 
Lukas Nemecz 71-67-74-75 
Matthieu Pavon 72-71-71-73 
Robert Rock 67-76-71-73 
Jason Scrivener 72-72-69-74 
288 (even) (20), $12,551 
Julien Brun 70-69-78-71 
George Coetzee 71-72-72-73 
Zander Lombard 68-72-72-76 
Andrea Pavan 69-73-71-75 
Bernd Ritthammer 71-70-72-75 
289 (+1) (16), $9,976 
Dean Burmester 70-72-76-71 
Jonathan Caldwell 71-70-71-77 
David Drysdale 72-68-78-71 
Nacho Elvira 73-71-73-72 
Maximilian Kieffer 71-71-72-75 
Edoardo Molinari 69-70-72-78 
Joel Sjoholm 70-73-73-73 
Brandon Stone 75-68-70-76 
Sami Valimaki 71-72-72-74 


,a® 
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Scottie Scheffler plays his shot in his semifinal match 
against Dustin Johnson at the Dell Technologies Match 
Play on Sunday in Austin, Texas. CHUCK BURTON/GETTY 


GOLF MATCH PLAY 


Scheffler now 
in the top spot 


By Doug Ferguson 


Associated Press 


AUSTIN, Texas — 
Winning by now should be 
old hat for Scottie Schef- 
fler. Sunday in the Dell 
Technologies Match Play 
was special for so many 
reasons, and the new No. 
1 player in the world 
couldn’t hide it. 

Moments after Scheffler 
closed out Kevin Kisner on 
the 15th hole to win for the 
third time in five starts, 
the 25-year-old Texan was 
overcome by tears and 
hugs, from his wife to his 
parents and sisters and 
pretty much everyone who 
could get a piece of him at 
Austin Country Club. 

From a top junior in 
Dallas to four years as a 
Texas Longhorn to his 
time outside the ropes at 
the Match Play watching 
the world’s best, all Schef- 
fler wanted to do was play 
alongside them. 

And now he’s the one 
everyone is chasing as No. 
1in the world. 

“T never really got that 
far in my dreams,” Schef- 
fler said at the trophy 
presentation, choking up 
and wiping away more 
tears. “I just love to play 
golf. I love competing. I’m 
happy to be out here, you 
know?” 

The hottest player in 
golf now has the ranking 
to prove it. 

One year after losing 
in the championship 
match, Scheffler never 
trailed against Kevin 
Kisner, building a 3-up 
lead through six holes and 
giving him no chance to 
catch up. Scheffler closed 
him out with a par on the 
15th for a 4-and-3 victory. 

Scheffler led the whole 
way in his 3-and-1 semifi- 
nal win over Dustin John- 
son, either — he went the 
final 57 holes in Country 
Club without trailing — 
and he was so solid in the 
championship match that 


IN BRIEF 


Kisner didn’t win a hole. 

“T don’t know if anybody 
is playing better than he is,” 
said Kisner, who joined 
Tiger Woods and Geoff 
Ogilvy as the only players 
to reach the championship 
match at least three times. 
Kisner won the Match Play 
three years ago. 

So much was going 
Scheffler’s way that on 
the par-5 12th, Scheffler 
got too cute with an eagle 
chip that caught a slope 
and rolled into a bunker. 
Kisner had 6 feet for birdie, 
looking to cut the deficit to 
1 down with seven to play. 

And then Scheffler 
holed the bunker shot for 
a birdie. 

Kisner had to make the 
putt to keep from losing 
more ground. By then it 
was getting late, and Schef- 
fler went 4 up with four to 
play when Kisner bogeyed 
the 14th. 

Scheffler is so good 
at blocking out so much 
around him that he wasn’t 
even aware of the No. 1 
scenario until Saturday. 
Jon Rahm, who had been 
atop the ranking since 
the British Open, lost 
in 19 holes in the fourth 
round. That meant Schef- 
fler would go to No. 1 by 
winning. 

That he did, looking 
every bit like the cool 
customer who won the 
Phoenix Open in a playoff 
six weeks ago, followed by 
a rally to win the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational at Bay 
Hill. 

He is the sixth-youngest 
player to reach No. 1 since 
the world ranking began 
in 1986. 

“Pretty cool to do that in 
front of my family. They’ve 
supported me so much 
along the way,” he said. “I 
really don’t know what to 
say about that. I don’t feel 
like that. I don’t feel like 
No. 1 in the world. I feel 
like the same guy I was 
four months ago, and I 
hope that doesn’t change.” 


Pulisic hat trick has 
US close to WC berth 


News services 


Christian Pulisic scored 
his first international hat 
trick, leading the United 
States to the brink of 
returning to the World 
Cup with a 5-1 rout of 
Panama on Sunday night. 

Pulisic converted two 
penalty kicks during a 
four-goal burst in the first 
half that also saw Paul 
Arriola and Jesus Ferreira 
score, then boosted the 
lead to 5-O on memora- 
ble goal with two brilliant 
touches that evaded a pair 
of defenders. 

With fans still fret- 
ting after the Ameri- 
cans’ failure to reach the 
2018 World Cup, the U.S. 
assumed a commanding 
position to qualify for the 
November tournament in 
Qatar. 

Only a loss of six or 
more goals Wednesday 
night in the qualifying 
finale at Costa Rica would 
cause the Americans not 
to finish among the top 
three nations in North and 
Central America and the 
Caribbean and claim an 
automatic berth. 

MCyle Larin, Tajon 
Buchanan and Junior 
Hoilett scored and Canada 


secured its first World Cup 
berth in 36 years with a 4-0 
victory over Jamaica on 
Sunday. Canada has been 
to the World Cup just once 
before, in 1986. 


Men’s college basket- 
ball: Villanova guard and 
second-leading scorer 
Justin Moore will undergo 
surgery this week for a torn 
Achilles tendon, a brutal 
blow for the Wildcats 
ahead of their Final Four 
game with Kansas. 


NBA: Devin Booker scored 
35 points, Chris Paul had 
19 points and 14 assists 
and the NBA-leading Suns 
won their eighth straight 
game, beating the 76ers 
114-104 on Sunday. The 
Suns are 61-14 , a victory 
shy of trying the franchise 
season victory record. 


Women’s college basket- 
ball: Arizona State has 
hired Natasha Adair as 
its next women’s basket- 
ball coach. The school 
announced Sunday the 
former Delaware coach 
will replace Charli Turner 
Thorne, who retired 
earlier this month after 
25 years leading the Sun 
Devils. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Monday: vs. NC State, Bridgeport Regional final, 


7p.m., ESPN 








UConn 


from Page 1 


6-foot-5 senior center Elissa 
Cunane, who leads the team in 
scoring and rebounding. 

“They’re solid. They’re expe- 
rienced. They know how to win,” 
Auriemma said Sunday. “They 
play great together. They don’t 
seem fazed by anything. They 
had 9 million reasons to lose that 
game [Saturday], and they ended 
up winning. It just goes to show 
you their resolve and their ability 
to just play and play the whole 40 
minutes.” 

NC State (32-3) beat Notre 
Dame 66-63 in the last 14 seconds 
of the regional semifinal game 
Saturday when Raina Perez 
stole the ball and hit a layup for 
the go-ahead basket, then made 
one of two free throws in the last 
second. 

UConn (28-5) counters 
with three seniors — Christyn 
Williams, Olivia Nelson-Ododa 
and Evina Westbrook — who’ve 
advanced to the Final Four two of 
their last three seasons (the tour- 
nament was canceled in 2020 due 
to the pandemic) and a group of 
younger players who went to the 
Final Four last year in San Anto- 
nio. 

“I think right now they’re 
definitely one of the best teams 
in the country,” NC State coach 
Wes Moore said. “They’ve got 
everybody back. They’re healthy. 
They’re playing extremely well. 
Geno seems to always get them 
to peak at the right time, and they 
seem to be doing that.” 

Saturday, the Huskies played 
a complete game in a 75-58 win 
over Indiana in the regional semi- 
finals. They got balanced scoring, 
with Paige Bueckers and Williams 
leading four starters in double 
figures with 15 points each. They 
held Indiana’s top scorer Grace 
Berger to two first-half points 
and 13 points for the game, three 
under her average. 

And they outrebounded Indi- 
ana 39-27 and dominated the 
offensive boards, 15-2. 

“As you go along in the tourna- 
ment, really the thing that sepa- 
rates you from the teams that 
win and the teams that lose are 
your ability to get more shots,” 
Auriemma said. “Shots are going 
to be hard to make [Monday]. 
The more you get, the better 
chance you have. The less they 
get, the better chance you have. 
So rebounding takes care of both 
of those things.” 

Cunane, who averages 7.6 
rebounds, had 10 against Notre 
Dame, her 12th double-digit 
rebounding game of the season. 
NC State edged the Irish in 
rebounding 32-31 and had 13 
offensive rebounds to Notre 
Dame’s five. 

“T think we’re just really 
focused on rebounding,’ Cunane 
said. “[Saturday] in particular, I 


Joyce 


from Page 1 


Her career record was 750-42, her 
ERA 0.09. 

“As a player and young coach, I 
was often educated about the other 
legends that helped pave the way 
for current and and future play- 
ers and coaches,” UConn softball 
coach Laura Valentino said. “Joan 
was and is one of those legends. 
Her legacy will forever live on 
in the world of softball, and she 
will forever be remembered as an 
amazing leader in our sport.” 

Joyce played on the LPGA Tour 
from 1977-94, finishing as high as 
sixth with rounds as low as 66. In 
1982, she set athe record for lowest 
number of putts (17) in a single 
LPGA round, which stands to this 
day. 

Joyce also excelled at basketball, 
scoring 67 points in an AAU game, 
volleyball and bowling. 

Meanwhile, she was a 
co-founder, along with Billie Jean 
King, of the Women’s Profes- 
sional Softball League, and coach 
and part owner of the Connecti- 
cut Falcons, who won the champi- 
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UConn’s Christyn Williams drives to the hoop against Indiana’s Ali Patberg in Saturday’s Bridgeport Regional 
semifinals. Williams scored 15 points as the Huskies advanced to the Elite Eight. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE 
COURANT 


was just focused on not letting 
the other team get O-boards, and 
that’s going to be huge [Monday] 
as well, looking at the numbers 
that UConn put up [Saturday]. 
I think just focusing on boxing 
them out and not letting them get 
O-boards and then hopefully, ’m 
going to get it myself” 

Nelson-Ododa had an NCAA 
Tournament-high 14 rebounds 
against Indiana, with Aaliyah 
Edwards adding 10. 

When the tournament bracket 
was announced, there was an 
outcry from the Wolfpack fans 
about placing North Carolina 
State as the top seed in Bridge- 
port. Before the Notre Dame 
game, the players and Moore said 
they were just focused on the 
Irish, but Sunday, they addressed 
the issue. 

“Yeah, I think [Monday] is going 
to be a home game for them,” 
Cunane said. “There’s no ques- 
tion about that. We’ve gone to 
South Carolina and beat them at 
their home. We’ve gone to Louis- 
ville and beat them at their home, 
Indiana this year. We’re capable 
of beating a great team on their 
home court, so we know we’re 
capable of doing it [Monday].” 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 


The basics 


NCAA Bridgeport Region 
Final 

Site: Total Mortgage Arena, 
Bridgeport. 

Time: 7 p.m. 

Series: UConn, 6-2 

Last meeting: UConn 78-71, 
March 24, 2007 


onship in all four years the league 
existed. 

After all her accolades — Joyce 
was the first female to win the 
Connecticut Sportswriters Alli- 
ance Gold Key and No. 4 on The 
Courant’s list of top Connecticut 
athletes of the 20th century — she 
remained in the game, coaching 
softball and golf at Florida Atlan- 
tic. Joyce won 11 conference tour- 
naments, and her 1,000 game on 
March 18. 

“Joan was a true sports legend, 
and we are grateful for the 28 
years she spent here, modeling the 
best in personal and professional 
behavior for our student-athletes,” 
FAU president John Kelly told the 
AP. JJoan’s legacy will live on at the 
university and across the country 
through the generations of young 
women she inspired to play, and 
excel at, softball and golf.” 

Joyce was born in Waterbury 
on Aug. 18, 1940. Her father, Joe, 
who played for a local team, intro- 
duced her to softball She would 
practice throwing at a wall of the 
family house on Tudor St., until her 
mother put astop to it. Then Joyce 
built a backstop, stringing chicken 
wire between two trees, 


Did you know? 


Between 1975 and 2015, child restraints saved the 
lives of an estimated 10,940 children ages 4 and younger. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


TV: ESPN (Ryan Ruocco, 
Rebecca Lobo, Andraya Carter, 
Holly Rowe) 

Radio: UConn IMG Sports 
Network on 97.9 ESPN (Bob 
Joyce, Debbie Fiske) 


No. 1 NC State (32-3) 
probable starters, 


sixth player 

Raina Perez, G, 5-4, GS; Kai 
Crutchfield, G, 5-8, GS; Jakia 
Brown-Turner, F, 6-0, Jr.; Kayla 
James, F, 6-1, GS; Elissa Cunane, 
C, 6-5, Sr.; Diamond Johnson, G, 
5-5, So. 


No. 2 UConn (28-5) 
probable starters, 


sixth player 

Olivia Nelson-Ododa, F, 6-5, 
Sr.; Christyn Williams, G, 5-11, Sr.; 
Nika Miihl, G, 5-10, So.; Azzi Fudd, 
G, 5-11, Fr.; Paige Bueckers, G, 5-11, 
So.; Aaliyah Edwards, F, 6-3, So. 


The matchup 


UConn’s offense: The Huskies 
got 15 offensive rebounds and 
turned them into 19 more shots 
than Indiana and 14 second- 
chance points. ‘We’re a good 
offensive team,” Auriemma said, 
“and when we get more than one 
shot, it plays to our strengths.” 
Edwards and Nelson-Ododa are 
providing a strong, consistent 
presence there, if they can avoid 
foul trouble. 

UConn’s defense: Indiana, 
shooting 47.9% for 58 points, 
was the most effective offensive 
team against UConn in a while. 


The first exhibition between 
Joyce and Williams drew an over- 
flow crowd, witnesses later esti- 
mated more than 16,000, twice 
the seating capacity, overwhelmed 
Municipal Stadium on Aug. 5, 1961. 

She met Ted Williams at a 
camp in Massachusetts where she 
demonstrated her pitching reper- 
toire in hopes of convincing him to 
come to Waterbury for the charity 
exhibition. The conversation went 
something like this: 

“That curveball, how do you 
throw that?” Williams asked her. 

“You hold it on the seam with 
the middle fingers like this and 
give it a quick wrist snap,” Joyce 
responded. 

Williams said, “Oh, girls aren’t 
supposed to know that.” 

Joyce responded: “Well, this girl 
does.” 

Williams arrived in civilian 
clothes, took a ball, then swing and 
missed three of Joyce’s “risers.” 
Then he walked to the mound, 
hugged the 21-year-old pitcher, and 
departed in a convertible. They 
remained friends. 

“The story is all true,” Williams 
said in an interview late in his life. 
“Joan Joyce was a tremendous 


UConn has players it can go to off 
the bench if the game becomes a 
defensive struggle. 

NC State offense: Cunane, 
averaging 13.6 points and 7.6 
rebounds, is going to be a tough 
matchup for UConn. Crutchfield 
is known as “Clutchfield” for her 
ability to make big shots. The 
Wolfpack shoot 46.6% from the 
field, 36.8% on 3s and 75.1% from 
the line. 

NC State’s defense: Perez’s 
steal and score in the final 
seconds against Notre Dame may 
be the most memorable play of 
this tournament. The Wolfpack 
also made a statement by hold- 
ing ND to 63 points, after the 
Fighting Irish had scored 108 
last game. They hold opponents 
to 28.3% on 3s and outrebound 
opponents on the defensive 
boards, 1,041-798. 

UConn keys: In what 
Auriemma and many coaches 
believe is the toughest hurdle in 
March, the Elite Eight, UConn’s 
experienced players will have to 
be steadying forces. 

Players to watch: The 
matchup of Cunane and Nelson- 
Ododa in the post could be deci- 
sive. 

About NC State’s coach: Wes 
Moore, 64, has been coaching 
since 1984. During his time at 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, he spent 
a few days in Storrs observing 
UConn practices. His record as 
a head coach at Maryville, Fran- 
cis Marion, Chattanooga and NC 
State is 774-236. 

About NC State’s mascot: Mr. 
and Mrs. Wuff. 

Famous alumni: Bill Cowher, 
Vinny DelNegro, Debbie Anton- 
elli, Joan Benoit. 


pitcher, as talented as anyone who 
ever played.” 

Joyce was 38 when she struck 
out Aaron, who was 44, at Hall 
High School in West Hartford in 
June 1978. 

“She was something else,” Aaron 
said that day. “That ball comes up 
at you and rises up around your 
head by the time you swing at it.” 

Joyce is a member of the 
National Softball Hall of Game, 
the International Softball Federa- 
tion Hall of Fame, the Palm Beach 
County Sports Hall of Fame in 
Florida, the Connecticut Women’s 
Hall of Fame, the Connecticut 
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame, 
the Fairfield County Sports Hall 
of Fame, the Greater Waterbury 
Hall of Fame and the International 
Women’s Sports Hall of Fame. 

“T can’t stand being ashowman,” 
Joyce once said. “I could never 
stand in front of a crowd and put 
ona show. I’macompetitor When 
someone stands up at the plate 
with a bat in his hands, I want to 
zip the ball right by ‘em. I don’t like 
fooling around when I’m pitching” 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com. 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


Amore 
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we are going. That’s why it’s 
so important for Christyn 
Williams to be so aggressive 
and so physical in attacking 
the basket because there is so 
much attention being driven 
toward Azzi and Paige.” 

In the Sweet 16 victory over 
Indiana, Bueckers, in her 
eighth game back from the 
surgery, looked more confi- 
dent and began to search for 
her shot and assert her talent, 
playing 33 minutes and taking 
17 shots, making seven for 15 
points. Fudd came out firing, 
making three 3-pointers early 
before cooling off, but still 
scored 11. Fudd was a plus-12 
in her 35 minutes, Bueckers 
a plus-16 and Williams, with 
15 points, a plus-18. It clicked, 
especially during the 16-0 run 
to open the second half, but 
it left one to wonder if there 
is another level still to be 
reached. 

This next game calls for it. 
The last doorway to the Final 
Four is the toughest to pass, 
Auriemma, like many coaches, 
believes. Maybe it’s because 
we all tend to count Final 
Four appearances as a bench- 
mark on aresume. That’s not 
necessarily true for UConn, 
which has made the last 13 
Final Fours and has found the 
national semifinal the stub- 
born stumbling block, but still 
it feels like this Elite Eight 
is the make-or-break game 
for this season. UConn is the 
No. 2 seed, but has a home- 
state advantage against No. 1 
NC State, a team that starts a 
junior, a senior and three grad 
students. 

“To get out of this week- 
end, I think you do need one 
player, preferable two, that are 
going to play great and get you 
to next weekend,” Auriemma 
said. “Your program can 
only get you so far, and this 
is he end of the road unless 
somebody steps up and plays 
spectacularly well. Who that 
is, I don’t know because we 
haven’t had our team together 
except for the last three of four 
weeks. Could be anybody at 
this point.” 

Anybody? A breakthrough 
from the dynamic duo is just 
the thing UConn needs right 
now. Their overlapping inju- 
ries, in some ways, helped 
prepare them to collaborate 
for this moment. 

“When I was out this year,” 
Fudd said, “I felt bad because 
our team was going through 
so much, and really like figur- 
ing out who they are and our 
team’s identity, and I felt like 
I couldn’t help at all. So I tried 
watching a lot of film and 
basketball, and that was some- 
thing Paige helped me with, 
because I didn’t really watch 
much basketball outside of my 
own games.” 

Said Bueckers: “It’s really 
easy to sort of isolate yourself 
and get down in times where 
basketball is taken away 
from you, when you love it so 
much. Being able to surround 
yourself with your team- 
mates, and especially Azzi 
being someone who went 
through the same thing I did 
with her knee surgery [in high 
school]. Just having some- 
one like that to talk to and 
lean on, keeping you positive 
and keeping you motivated is 
really important.” 

So on Monday night, 
another curtain goes up and 
the lights will be brighter. 
What better time and place for 
two young, charismatic stars 
who had dreamed of play- 
ing together to cut loose, take 
the moment and make it their 
own? 

“She did bug me a lot [about 
coming to UConn|],” Fudd said. 
“Getting to finally do this and 
now being in the Elite Eight 
together is a lot of fun.” 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com. 
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Miller scores in OT to lift Rangers past Sabres 


By Allan Kreda 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — K’Andre Miller 
scored 2:02 into overtime as the 
New York Rangers beat the Buffalo 
Sabres 5-4 on Sunday at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Frank Vatrano had two goals, 
Alexis Lafreniére had a goal and 
an assist and Artemi Panarin also 
scored to help the Rangers win 
for the fifth time in their last six 


at home. New York is 9-2-1 in its 
last 12 at Madison Square Garden. 
Andrew Copp had two assists and 
Alexandar Georgiev had 13 saves 
to improve to 10-9-2 on the season. 

Rasmus Asplund, Will Butcher, 
Kyle Okposo and Jeff Skinner 
scored for Buffalo, which is 3-0-2 
in its last five. Craig Anderson 
finished with 26 saves. 

In the extra period, Copp stole 
the puck at center ice, brought it 
up and passed to Lafreniére on the 


right side. Lafreniére passed it back 
across to a Miller, who beat Ander- 
son inside the left post for his sixth 
of the season. Copp, acquired from 
Winnipeg last Monday, has five 
points in three games with the 
Rangers. 

New York has won its last five 
against Buffalo and is 9-0-1 in the 
last 10 meetings. In 20 matchups 
dating to Feb. 2, 2017, the Rangers 
are 16-3-1 against the Sabres. The 
Rangers also completed a three- 


game sweep of the season series 
against the Sabres and denied 
Buffalo its first three-game road 
winning streak since November 
2018. 

The Sabres reached overtime 
for the fifth straight game, accom- 
plishing the feat for the first time 
since November 2010. 

Panarin put the Rangers ahead 
4-3 early in the third, getting the 
rebound ofa shot by Jacob Trouba 
that was stopped by Anderson and 


scoring his 17th at 3:52. Panarin 
leads the Rangers with 75 points 
and has the most points this season 
at home with 36 — six goals and 30 
assists. 

Skinner tied it on the power-play 
with 6:53 remaining with his 27th 
of the season. 

After Vatrano scored twice 
within 18 seconds early in the first 
to give New York a 2-0 lead, the 
Sabres forged ahead 3-2 on goals 
by Asplund, Butcher and Okposo. 


CELTICS 134, TIMBERWOLVES 112 
Celtics race past T’Wolves 
for sixth win in a row 


KNICKS 104, PISTONS 102 


Burks, Barrett lead Knicks past Pistons 


By Dave Hogg 


By Jimmy Golen 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Jayson Tatum scored 
34 points and Jaylen Brown had 31 
points and 10 rebounds on Sunday 
night to help the Boston Celtics 
coast to their sixth straight win, 
134-112 over the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves. 

The Celtics won for the 24th time 
in their last 28 games and, combined 
with the 76ers loss to Phoenix a few 
minutes later, took over the top spot 
in the Eastern Conference stand- 
ings for the first time this season. 

This win came at the expense 
of the team that until recently had 
been the one of the hottest in the 
NBA: Minnesota is 12-5 since the 
All-Star break, winning 10 of 11 
before back-to-back losses to Phoe- 
nix and Dallas last week. 

Anthony Edwards scored 24 and 
Karl-Anthony Towns added 19 as 
the Timberwolves opened a four- 
game trip with a loss — their third 
in four games. 

The Celtics scored 13 of the first 
15 points in the second quarter to 
open a double-digit lead they never 
relinquished. It was 72-49 at half- 
time. 

By that point, the only question 
was whether Tatum would move 
into the NBA lead in scoring. He did, 
finishing the day with 1,923 points 
to pass Atlanta’s Trae Young (1,915) 
for the top spot. 


The Celtics star already has one 
of the top 15 scoring seasons in Celt- 
ics history and has seven games 
left to become the seventh player 
in franchise history to top 2,000 
points in a season. He would join 
John Havlicek, Paul Pierce, Larry 
Bird, Isaiah Thomas, Kevin McHale 
and Sam Jones. 

The Celtics were without 
forward Al Horford, who missed 
the game for undisclosed personal 
reasons. 

Minnesota missed Malik Beasley, 
who left Friday night’s game witha 
sprained ankle. 

The NBA fined Timberwolves 
forward Taurean Prince $15,000 
on Sunday for making an obscene 
gesture on the court in their 116-95 
win over Dallas. 

At end of the third quarter of 
Friday night’s game, Prince and 
Dallas’ Luka Doncic both got tech- 
nical fouls for exchanging words. 

Boston center Robert Williams 
III had 13 points and 10 rebounds 
before limping off the court at the 
end of the third quarter, with the 
Celtics up 26. He did not return. 
The team said he had a left knee 
sprain. 

Brown and Tatum both tested 
their sore knees before the game 
and were cleared to play. 

Towns was removed for a substi- 
tute late in the third quarter. He 
walked off the court and straight to 
the locker room. 


Associated Press 


DETROIT — Alec Burks hit 
a 3-pointer for New York’s final 
points and finished off Detroit with 
a last-second steal in the Knicks’ 
104-102 victory over the Pistons on 
Sunday. 

R.J. Barrett led New York with 
21 points, Julius Randle had 20 and 
Burks and Immanuel Quickley had 
18 each. 

Trailing by two, the Pistons 
called a timeout to set up a final 
play with 6.6 seconds left. Killian 
Hayes inbounded the ball to Cade 
Cunningham, but Burks stripped 
the ball as he tried to drive. 

“That’s Cade’s future. He’s going 
to be facing a lot of those situations 
as he moves forward in the league,” 
Pistons coach Dwane Casey said. 
“T think he hesitated just a bit, and 
that’s when Burks got lucky and 
stripped him. 

Barrett wasn’t surprised at Burks 
making two big plays down the 
stretch. 

“For whatever reasons, he just 
loves playing in Detroit,” Barrett 
said. “I think the last time we were 
here, he scored 34 points.” 

Marvin Bagley III led Detroit with 
27 points, and Cunningham added 18. 

“l’m getting a great opportunity 
here, and I’m trying to make the best 
of it,’ Bagley said. “It is so much fun 
to be playing with guys who under- 
stand my game and how to put mein 
spots where I can succeed.” 

The Knicks took control early, 
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Knicks guard Alec Burks, left, is hugged by teammate Immanuel Quickley 
after the Knicks defeated the Pistons 104-102 on Sunday in Detroit. Burks 
and Quickley scored 18 points each. CARLOS OSORIO/AP 


going up 45-26 on a reverse alley- 
oop dunk by Obi Topping in the 
second quarter. They led by 21, but 
the Pistons regained the momen- 
tum after halftime. 

“We keep digging ourselves into 
a hole early in games, and then we 
have to scratch and claw all night 
just to give ourselves a chance,” 
Casey said. “I liked the way we 
played in the last three quarters — 
we played decent defense, and we 
hit some shots — but we can’t play 
the first quarter like that.” 

Detroit pulled to 80-79 after hold- 
ing New York to 21 points in the 
third quarter and tied it at 83 with 
9:56 to play. 

“You have to be prepared to win 
games a lot of different ways in this 


league,” Knicks coach Tom Thibo- 
deau said. “We had a big lead early, 
but that dissipated, so we had to win 
it again down the stretch.” 

Quickley answered with a 
3-pointer, and his dunk drew a 
Pistons timeout with New York up 
90-86 with 7:07 to play. Detroit tied 
it again at 90, but Randle’s 3-pointer 
sparked a7-0 run. 

Bagley dunked over Randle and 
made a free throw to pull the Pistons 
to 99-96 with 2:09 left, and Saddiq 
Bey made two free throws to make it 
a one-point game with a minute left. 

Burks’ 3-pointer made it 104-100, 
but Hayes cut the margin in half with 
a layup. Barrett’s fadeaway jumper 
missed, and Bey grabbed the rebound 
to set up the final possession. 
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Duke dispenses with drama, embraces celebration 


Luke Decock 
News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) 


SAN FRANCISCO — There was, near- 
ing the end but not at the end of this final 
season, finally a net for Mike Krzyzewski 
to cut down. He ascended the ladder a 
little more cautiously than he did six years 
ago, one rung at atime, but he swung the 
detached net around in front of him with 
practiced nonchalance. 

Duke had, finally, lived up to the expec- 
tations placed upon it by these circum- 
stances. The farewell tour has new dates, in 
New Orleans. 

“The joy, you can’t explain,’ Krzyzewski 
said, on the floor, while the celebration 
erupted around him. 

The remarkable turnaround since the 
ACC tournament continues to push Duke 
farther down their coach’s final road. The 
Blue Devils are headed back to the Final 
Four for the first time since 2015, and they 
may see avery familiar face when they get 
there. 

But if it is indeed North Carolina that 
awaits, the Tar Heels will find a very Duke 
opponent, one that has developed an iden- 
tity of its own while embracing the traits 
and tactics that made its predecessors so 
successful over Krzyzewski’s four 
decades. 

Saturday’s 78-69 win over overmatched 
Arkansas was a clinical performance, free 
of the drama that had accompanied Duke’s 
previous two wins or, quite frankly, most 
of the second half of the season, when the 
Blue Devils seemed to be awash in self- 
doubt. There was none of that Saturday, 
just a vintage Duke performance, of any 
era, to deliver Krzyzewski to his 13th and 
final Final Four, chasing a sixth NCAA title 
at this last gasp. 

So this traveling basketball circus moves 
on to the biggest tent of all, a national 
semifinal in the Superdome against either 
North Carolina or Saint Peter’s, the signif- 
icance of either opponent almost too 
gargantuan to contemplate in very differ- 
ent ways. 

Almost lost amid all the hoopla, there’s 
a curious coda to this coda, with Krzyze- 
wski now avoiding the longest Final Four 
drought of his career. Not since his first five 
seasons has Duke failed to make the Final 
Four in five straight NCAA Tournaments. 
Who knows what might have happened 
in 2020, but this is the sixth season since 
2015. Amid the cavalcade of acclaim, it 
would have been a quietly ignominious 
way to go out. 

Of course, that narrative would be 
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Duke’s Mark Williams, left, and Paolo Banchero celebrate after defeating Arkansas 78-69 in the 
Elite 8 round of the NCAA Tournament on Saturday at Chase Center in San Francisco. The Blue 
Devils advanced to their 13th Final Four in coach Mike Krzyzewski’s career. EZRA SHAW/GETTY 


completely different if either or both of 
the Elite Eight games in 2018 or 2019, both 
decided by asingle possession, had gone 
the other way. But that’s not how this 
works, and the drought was the drought 
was the drought. 

Krzyzewski talks about making the Final 
Four as “crossing the bridge,’ and until 
Saturday night there was still that nagging 
doubt whether this group could make it 
to the other side, a team that proved itself 
capable of beating the best teams in the 
country before struggling and, finally, 
collapsing at the end in Krzyzewski’s final 
home game at Cameron and the ACC tour- 
nament. 

But there was also a gift buried in that 
mess, one final throwback to the early days 
of Krzyzewski’s career, when his teams 
were tempered into shape over a period of 
years like hardened steel. This group, with 
three one-and-done freshmen, grew as 
much in less than two weeks as Krzyzews- 
ki’s older teams would in the space of two 
seasons or more. 

That growth ushered in a series of 


games that, in their searing intensity and 
his team’s newfound heart, amounted to 
an inadvertent tribute to Krzyzewski. The 
way Duke closed things out against Michi- 
gan State, ina game Tom Izzo thought the 
Spartans had won, hearkened back to the 
players a generation ago that made Duke — 
and Krzyzewski — great. 

Then they made that lineage tangible, 
slapping the floor like days of yore as they 
crushed Texas Tech’s spirit, turning the 
tables on the best defensive team in the 
country by going zone, and then telling 
Krzyzewski when it was time to go back to 
man, the players calling their own shot. 

And against Arkansas, more clas- 
sic Duke. The Blue Devils more or less 
ended the game at halftime with a classic 
Krzyzewski gambit, the use-it-or-lose-it 
timeout with 56.8 to go to set up a two-for- 
one. Mark Williams scored at one end, 
the Blue Devils forced a miss at the other 
and Trevor Keels buried a 3 at the buzzer 
to turn a seven-point lead into 12, just like 
that. 


All that was missing was the possession 


arrow for Krzyzewski’s beloved silent run, 
getting the ball to start the second half. 
Somehow these kids have figured out how 
to play all the hits. It’s a two-way street. 
Krzyzewski has pulled all the strings. His 
players have hit all the right notes. 

Duke’s path to this point has been 
anything but easy, but getting to the Final 
Four creates a completely different series 
of challenges given the two potential oppo- 
nents awaiting in the neighboring quarter 
of the bracket. 

Saint Peter’s, the upstart of upstarts, has 
John Wooden’s alma mater, the home of 
John Wooden’s dynasty and, with a win 
over North Carolina to go with its first- 
round win over Kentucky, two of the bluest 
bloods. If the Peacocks do eliminate the 
Tar Heels, they could potentially face Duke 
and then Kansas or Villanova. That’s... 
everyone. 

So college basketball’s greatest giant 
would put his career on the line against the 
greatest giant-killer in college basketball 
history. And it’s not like Krzyzewski has 
never lost to a No. 15 seed before. 

More likely, a rematch with North 
Carolina awaits, the basketball Arma- 
geddon everyone has feared for decades 
and came narrowly close in 1991, a sort of 
Carolinian Hoops Crisis safely averted by 
a Roy Williams-led blockade. Even under 
normal circumstances, the winner ofa 
Final Four game between the two would 
have ultimate bragging rights forever and 
ever, amen, but the stakes in this particular 
season would be catastrophically high. 

A Duke win would avenge March 5 
when it truly matters and bring Krzyze- 
wski to the brink of a farewell title, the 
worst nightmare of Tar Heels fans entering 
this season. And North Carolina being the 
one to apply the coup de grace to Krzyze- 
wski’s career, after ruining his Durham 
goodbye, would make Tyler Hansbrough’s 
undefeated record in Cameron feel as 
insignificant as a Champions Classic cham- 
pion banner. 

Paolo Banchero, famously, said in 
Brooklyn he wanted North Carolina again. 
Virginia Tech interfered. CBS’ Tracy 
Wolfson hit him with the same question 
Saturday night. 

“Youre not going to get me this time,” 
Banchero said. 

All of that will depend on what happens 
Sunday in Philadelphia. On the other coast, 
across the country, Duke has taken care 
of its business. Krzyzewski’s career lives 
on. The Blue Devils move on, across the 
bridge, no matter what awaits on the other 
side. 
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Verstappen wins Saudi Arabian GP 


Red Bull driver Max Verstappen over- 
took Charles Leclerc’s Ferrari three 
laps from the end of the Saudi Arabian 
Grand Prix for the defending champi- 
on’s first win of the Formula One season 
and 21st of his career on Sunday. The 
race under floodlights was held two 
days after an attack on a nearby oil 
depot by Yemen’s Houthi rebels. Leclerc was aiming for 
back-to-back victories after winning the season-opener 
in Bahrain from pole position last Sunday, but Verstappen 
overtook him on Lap 47 of 50 after some thrilling wheel- 
to-wheel racing between them. “Really happy we finally 
kick-started the season,’ Verstappen said. Leclerc even 
congratulated his old karting rival on the radio and then 
gave him a thumbs-up after. “We’ve been pushing like 
I’ve rarely pushed before, we take risks. Of course there’s 
respect,” Leclerc said. “I really enjoyed that race, it was 
hard racing but fair. Every race should be like this. It was 
fun, I wanted to win today.” Leclerc missed out on a fourth 
career win, as Verstappen edged him by halfasecond, but 
remains top of the standings after two races. 








Memphis, Hardaway face violations 


The University of Memphis and men’s 
basketball coach Penny Hardaway have 
been accused of serious violations of 
NCAA rules, including failing to coop- 
erate with an investigation, two news- 
papers reported. The Daily Memphian 
and The Commercial Appeal reported 
that they obtained copies of a notice of 
allegations from an investigation by the NCAA’s Indepen- 
dent Accountability Resolution Process. The newspapers 
also obtained a response from the university denying the 
allegations. The university said the notice “contains no 
specific facts, and it is the specific facts that are impera- 
tive for the resolution of this matter.” The allegations come 
after Memphis lost to Gonzaga in the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament last week. Alleged infractions include 
four Level I and two Level II violations, according to an 
amended notice of allegations the university received in 
July 2021. Level I and Level II violations are considered 
the most serious NCAA infractions. The alleged violations 
appear to coincide with the time former Tigers player and 
prized recruit James Wiseman spent at Memphis. 





Ross Chastain celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series race at Circuit of the Americas on Sunday in Austin, Texas. 
STEPHEN SPILLMAN/AP 
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Chastain bumps his way 
to lst career Cup victory 


By Jenna Fryer 


Associated Press 


AUSTIN, Texas — Pitbull is some- 
where smashing watermelons and 
drinking champagne. 

Ross Chastain and Trackhouse 
Racing became first-time Cup winners 
Sunday when Chastain bashed and 
banged his way around the final lap of 
overtime at the Circuit of the Americas 
road course. 

He tangled with friend and former 
teammate AJ Allmendinger to secure 
his first victory in 121 Cup starts. 
Chastain won in his sixth race with 
Trackhouse, which is co-owned by 
Pitbull. 

The eighth-generation watermelon 
farmer from Florida celebrated by 
spiking a watermelon from the top of 
his winning Chevrolet. Trackhouse 
founder Justin Marks said “Mr. World- 
wide” told him in a post-race phone 
call that he was doing the same witha 
bottle of bubbles. 

“T said I’ll join him as soon as I can,’ 
Marks said. 

The win is complex for Chastain, 
who justified his aggressive last- 
lap moves against Allmendinger as 
what’s required to win in the Cup 
Series. Chastain gave initial pause at 
what damage he may have done in the 
relationship with his one-time mentor. 


The two were Xfinity Series team- 
mates at Kaulig Racing. 

“AJ is so good, I’ve learned so much 
from him, and it’s like ‘How do you 
beat the guy? He taught me so much!” 
Chastain said. “I feel bad about AJ. I 
mean, he’s gonna be upset with me but 
we raced hard and he owes me one.” 

Allmendinger, winner of the Xfin- 
ity Series race for Kaulig on Saturday, 
was openly annoyed after a manda- 
tory trip to the care center. He crashed 
when Chastain used a divebomb to 
retake the lead for the final time. The 
move sent Allmendinger spinning 
into Alex Bowman and off the course. 
Allmendinger finished 33rd. 

“At the end of the day, we all have 
to look ourselves in the mirror. If you 
are OK with it, you’re OK with it. Each 
person is different,” he said of how 
Chastain raced him. 

“I was doing everything I could do 
to try to sweep the weekend. We were 
that close. We know we had a shot to 
win the race.” 

By the time Chastain made it to the 
post-race news conference, barrel- 
ing through the doors with a water- 
melon in hand and acelebratory howl, 
he didn’t sound very concerned about 
Allmendinger. 

“I did what I did?’ Chastain said. “I 
stand by it.” 

But then he waffled again, acknowl- 
edging he’s been overly aggressive in 
his difficult struggle to land a Cup ride 
with atop team. His family to this day 
runs one of the largest watermelon 


Ross shows who’s boss 


farms in the country and the 29-year- 
old contributes. 

“T’ve cost AJ a win at Daytonain the 
Xfinity Series, and he was obviously a 
quarter-mile away from winning here. 
He has taught me a lot, and I’m sure 
that our friendship will hurt for this,” 
Chastain said. “I feel like I had started 
to win some of his friendship back, and 
just being nice to each other when you 
see each other, it took a while. 

“T hate that because I’ve lived 
through that in my career for 12th 
place in Xfinity. I’ve fought, and I’ve 
roughed people up and gotten into 
people. I’ve wrecked Justin Marks. 
It’s not lost on me that I make some 
of the same mistakes. It’s just staring 
down a Cup Series win. I just couldn’t 
let that go.” 

Marks launched Trackhouse last 
season with one car for Daniel Suarez 
and sold Pitbull a piece of the owner- 
ship. Then the former driver, who 
turned 41 on Friday, stunned the 
motorsports industry with a shock 
June announcement that he’d bought 
Chip Ganassi’s entire NASCAR orga- 
nization. 

Chastain drove for Ganassi at the 
time and wanted the second Track- 
house car. 

“Tt was always Ross,” Marks said. “I 
told him when he got out of the car, it 
was always him.” 

Ganassi congratulated Trackhouse 
and his former driver with his tradi- 
tional “#ilikewinners” social media 
post. 


South Carolina rout Creighton 


Aliyah Boston scored 19 points and led the top-seeded 
South Carolina women to their second straight Final 
Four with an 80-50 victory over Creighton on Sunday 
night in Greensboro, N.C., ending the 10th-seeded Blue- 
jays’ surprise run through the NCAA Tournament. The 
Gamecocks (33-2) advanced to their fourth Final Four 
in the past seven tournaments. Boston lost her streak of 
27 double-doubles in a row, ending with seven rebounds 
in the blowout. But she gained a much bigger prize — a 
shot at redemption in Minneapolis next week. Last year, 
Boston missed a short putback in the closing moments of 
the Gamecocks’ 66-65 loss to eventual NCAA champion 
Stanford in the national semifinals. She collapsed in tears 
on the court and has been almost single-minded in want- 
ing to finish what the team missed out on then. The Game- 
cocks will face either Louisville or Michigan on Friday in 
the Final Four. The top-seeded Cardinals play the No. 3 
seed Wolverines for the Wichita Region title on Monday 
night. South Carolina danced and celebrated the win on 
Sunday as Boston held up two fingers for its back-to-back 
Final Fours. 

—Associated Press 


NFL 


Owners set to talk 
about OT changes 


By Barry Wilner 


Associated Press 


PALM BEACH, Fla. — There’s virtually no chance NFL 
owners will be competing during their meetings this week 
with the stream of big news made by trades and in free 
agency thus far this year. 

Nor are they likely to try. 

The headlines generated by the movement of star play- 
ers show Russell Wilson in Denver now, Matt Ryan in Indi- 
anapolis, Khalil Mack in Los Angeles with the Chargers, 
Davante Adams in Las Vegas and Tyreek Hill in Miami. 
And so many more major moves. 

The 32 team owners will deal with some significant 
issues, as they always do. Two proposals to change over- 
time rules are particularly intriguing. 

The Titans have recommended that both teams possess 
the ball in overtime unless the team receiving the kickoff 
scores a touchdown and a2-point conversion. That would 
end the game. 

The Colts and Eagles have proposed that both teams 
must have an opportunity to possess the ball in overtime. 
The powerful competition committee, chaired by Falcons 
President Rich McKay, has brought both of those sugges- 
tions to ownership for consideration and a vote this week. 

“One thing we’ve tried to do is make sure overtime is 
designed to be traditional football,” McKay says, “and that 
means we’re going to have special teams, we’re going to 
have field position, we’re going to have the ability to play 
defense. All those things are elements. We’ve never tried as 
a committee to get ourselves in any type of gimmick in the 
football game. We try to play traditional football. 

“But the progression of offense and how efficient 
offenses are, specifically in the postseason where in 12 
overtime games, the coin-toss winning teams won 10 times 
and seven of those on the first drive, offenses progress a lot. 
So that’s why there’s a discussion of arules modification.” 

Fans who believe the current setup is unfair — teams 
winning the coin toss can score a touchdown and end the 
game before the opponent gets an opportunity on offense 
— should be encouraged that the NFL is looking into this. 
Except for this: 

“T think with my history on this rule, it tells me that 
24 votes are not easy to get,” McKay says of the required 
three-quarters of positive votes from the owners to cause 
a change. “But I do think that statistics absolutely warrant 
an examination of whether our overtime rules need to be 
further modified.” 

A new stadium for the Bills, to be constructed in the 
parking lot of the current venue in suburban Orchard Park, 
New York, will be examined. New York state is committing 
millions of dollars toward the project, and the owners are 
expected to OK a $200 million loan to the Bills. 

While no alterations to punting rules have been 
proposed, a deep examination of them is being conducted. 
Data show that punt plays have become a heavier source 
of injuries, though the league is not eager to rush into any 
changes just yet. 

“Spent a lot of time on that, both on rules, potential 
changes to the rule, as well as who the athletes are that are 
getting injured and what training we’re doing with special 
teams players, and see if there are tweaks (needed),” says 
Jeff Miller, the league executive vice president. “It’s not 
just a rules issue, it’s certainly a conditioning issue and 
one that we spend a great deal of time with the compe- 
tition committee on with regard to looking for solutions 
and taking research back. That’s where we stand at this 
stage on that, alot more work to be done and probably an 
ongoing conversation over the next year.” 

Commissioner Roger Goodell is certain to face questions 
about a potential suspension for quarterback Deshaun 
Watson, now with the Browns. Watson faced criminal 
charges of sexual misconduct in Texas, but two grand 
juries declined to indict him. Watson still faces 22 civil 
lawsuits from massage therapists who have accused 
Watson of harassing or assaulting them during sessions. 

The lawsuit filed by former Dolphins head coach Brian 
Flores, now an assistant with the Steelers, also is likely to 
be a topic of conversation among the owners. Flores filed 
his lawsuit against the NFL, Dolphins, Giants and Broncos 
following his dismissal by the Dolphins in January, citing 
racist hiring practices. 
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Commissioner Roger Goodell is sure to face questions 
about a potential suspension of Browns quarterback 
Deshaun Watson at the owners meetings. MORRY GASH/AP 
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LOCAL SCOREBOARD MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Saturday’s late college results @ e @ 
=r Kansas races past Miami in 
Uconn at Bryant, 1:45p.m. e 
ves au ci 2n reaches 16th Final Four 
MEN’S HOCKEY Sacred Heart at Stony Brook (2), 2p.m. 
To ea By Jay Cohen ing their superior speed and athleti- Jalen Wilson grabbed 11 boards, 
Associated Press cism, the Hurricanes couldn’t keep makingup for atough shooting day. 
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YALE 13, PRINCETON 6 

ST. JOHN’S 7, QUINNIPIAC 4 
MERRIMACK 3, SACRED HEART 2 
FAIRFIELD 7, MARIST 4 
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WOMEN’S LACROSSE 
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MEN’S TENNIS 
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WOMEN’S TENNIS 


ST. JOHN’S AT UCONN, LATE 
WESLEYAN AT AMHERST, LATE 
Monday’s college schedule 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


NCAA Div. | Tourney—Elite Eight (Bridgeport) 
UConn vs. NC State, 7p.m. 
Tuesday’s college schedule 


BASEBALL 
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SOFTBALL 
St. Joseph at Anna Maria (2), 3p.m. 
MEN’S LACROSSE 
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BASEBALL 


Central at Fairfield, 3p.m. 
Sacred Heart at Yale, 3p.m. 
Salve Regina at Trinity, 4p.m. 
Nichols at Wesleyan, 4p.m. 
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SOFTBALL 


Hartford at Drexel (2), 11a.m. 
Quinnipiac at Central, 2p.m. 
Siena at Sacred Heart (2), 2p.m. 
Eastern at Trinity (2), 3p.m. 
Yale at Fairfield, 3p.m. 
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Coast Guard at Trinity, 6p.m. 
Clark at Eastern, 6p.m. 
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Springfield at Trinity, 3:30p.m. 
Friday’s college schedule 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


NCAA Div. | Tourney—Final Four 
Texas/Stanford vs. UConn/NC State, time TBA 


BASEBALL 


Niagara at Fairfield, 2p.m. 

Stony Brook at Hartford, 3p.m. 

Bryant at Central, 3p.m. 

Bates at Trinity, 3p.m. 

Canisius at Quinnipiac, 3p.m. 

Fairleigh Dickinson at Sacred Heart, 3p.m. 
Wesleyan at Amherst, 4p.m. 

UConn at Kent State, 6p.m. 


SOFTBALL 


UConn at Butler, 3p.m. 
Bates at Trinity, 4p.m. 
Hamilton at Wesleyan, 5p.m. 
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Trinity at Endicott, 4p.m. 
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Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
UConn 0-0 .000 17-5 173 
Georgetown 0-0 .000 15-8 652 
Creighton 0-0 .000 11-7 611 
Xavier 0-0 .000 11-13 .458 
Butler 0-0 .000 10-12 + .455 
St. John’s 0-0 .000 9-15 J15 
Villanova 0-0 .000 3-13-1 .206 
Seton Hall 0-0 .000 2-18 100 
Saturday’s late results 

ST. JOHN’S 7, QUINNIPIAC 3 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 16, BUTLER 4 

Sunday’s results 

UCONN 4, RHODE ISLAND 1 

ST. JOHN’S 7, QUINNIPIAC 4 

XAVIER 8, CINCINNATI 1 

SETON HALL 9, ST. JOSEPH’S (PA.) 4 

WICHITA STATE 6, CREIGHTON 3 
NORTHWESTERN AT BUTLER, LATE 

VILLANOVA AT RICHMOND, LATE 

Tuesday’s schedule 

Boston College at UConn, 3p.m. 

Georgetown at George Washington, 3p.m. 
Monmouth at Seton Hall, 4p.m. 

Xavier at Cincinnati, 7p.m. 

Nebraska at Creighton, 7:30p.m. 

Butler at Bellarmine, time TBA 

Villanova at Delaware State, time TBA 

Big East softball standings 

Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
UConn 8-1 889 18-11 .621 
Butler 6-2 750 18-9 .667 
Villanova 3-2 .600 13-17 =—.433 
Providence 5-4 556 18-9 .667 
Georgetown 2-2 -500 11-13 .458 
Seton Hall 4-5 444 12-13 .480 
Creighton 3-4 429 13-11 .542 
DePaul 1-5 .167 11-17 = .393 
St. John’s 1-8 Lil 5-23 179 


Sunday’s results 

UCONN 10, DEPAUL 2 
VILLANOVA 9, ST. JOHN’S 1 (6) 
PROVIDENCE 10, CREIGHTON 7 
BUTLER 4, SETON HALL 1 
Tuesday’s schedule 

Stony Brook at St. John’s, 3p.m. 
Creighton at Nebraska, 6p.m. 


CHICAGO — Ochai Agbaji was 
all over the court. David McCor- 
mack dominated inside, and Chris- 
tian Braun connected from deep. 

With one dazzling finish, Kansas 
roared into the Final Four. 

Agbaji, McCormack and Braun 
led the top-seeded Jayhawks to 
a brilliant second half in a 76-50 
victory over Miami on Sunday, 
sending one of college basketball’s 
top programs to the national semi- 
finals for the 16th time. 

“That was about as well as we can 
play, the second half?’ coach Bill Self 
said. “These guys earned it.” 

After trailing by six at halftime, 
Kansas outscored Miami 47-15. The 
Jayhawks shot 59.3% (16 for 27) 
after the break, compared to 21.4% 
(6 for 28) for the Hurricanes. They 
also outrebounded Miami 25-11 in 
the final 20 minutes. 

Once the Jayhawks started flash- 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


up. 
“We started to play the score, 
not the game,” Miami forward Sam 
Waardenburg said. 

Agbaji scored 12 of his 18 points 
in the second half. McCormack 
opened the half with his own 5-0 
run and finished with 15 points 
on 6-for-7 shooting. Braun made 
Kansas’ first 3-pointer with 15:27 
left to snap a 40-40 tie. 

“We just needed some energy,” 
said Braun, who finished with 12 
points. “I thought we were flat in 
the first half.” 

Kansas (32-6), the only No. 1 seed 
left in the NCAA Tournament, won 
the Midwest Region for the 13th 
time with its ninth consecutive 
victory overall. Next up is a Final 
Four matchup with Villanova on 
Saturday in New Orleans. 

Remy Martin, the region’s most 
outstanding player, had nine points 
and six rebounds for the Jayhawks. 


It’s the fourth Final Four for Self 
in his 19 seasons at Kansas. He also 
had one of the best teams in the 
country when the tourney was 
canceled in 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The last time 
the Jayhawks made it to the semis, 
they lost 95-79 to coach Jay Wright 
and the Wildcats in 2018. 

“T’ve thought all along that this 
was a possibility,” Self said. “But 
I’ve also thought all along that the 
margin for error wasn’t such where 
we could get loose and have it be a 
probability.” 

Kameron McGusty scored 18 
points and Isaiah Wong had 15 for 
No. 10 seed Miami in the program’s 
first appearance in the Elite Eight. 
The Hurricanes (26-11) were 
bidding to get coach Jim Larrafhaga 
back to the Final Four for the first 
time since he led 11th-seeded 
George Mason ona memorable run 
in 2006. 


North Carolina ends St. Peter’s 
bracket-busting run with rout 


By Dan Gelston 


Associated Press 


PHILADELPHIA — True story, 
Peacocks can fly. Just not all the way 
to the Final Four. 

St. Peter’s joyous, bracket-bust- 
ing, can-they-top-this ride through 
the NCAA Tournament ended with 
a dud in a 69-49 East Region final 
loss to North Carolina on Sunday. 

Peacocks fans — large in numbers 
and loud again in Philly — rallied 
behind America’s new favorite team 
even as the score steamrolled out 
of control. 

“You beat Kentucky! You beat 
Purdue! You can beat these guys, 
too,’ one man yelled. 

Not these Tar Heels. 

The Peacocks, so proud and 
poised as they became the first No. 
15 seed to reach the Elite Eight, were 
discombobulated from the opening 


tip. The Tar Heels opened on a 7-0 
run, and Peacocks coach Shaheen 
Holloway called a quick timeout. 
Daryl Banks III — who two nights 
earlier scored the winning bucket 
against Purdue — failed to finish an 
easy alley-oop. Doug Edert missed a 
long 3 in front of the Carolina bench. 

Who were these guys? 

St. Peter’s missed 16 of its first 20 
shots and 6 of 7 3s and never led. 

The Peacocks, who snapped 
an NCAA-best 10-game winning 
streak, were done in by Carolina’s 
D — and even the rim. Banks was 
stuffed by the front of the rim ona 
monster dunk attempt. Armando 
Bacot came right down for the 
Tar Heels and used a thunderous, 
two-handed jam to show St. Peter’s 
how it’s done. 

By halftime, St. Peter’s needed a 
Hail Mary. North Carolina 38, St. 
Peter’s 19. 


The final minutes of the game 
might have been the final minutes 
of Holloway’s tenure at St. Peter’s. 
Holloway is a leading candidate to 
succeed Kevin Willard as coach 
at Seton Hall, his alma mater. He 
deflected questions all tournament 
about his future and kept the focus 
on the tiny commuter college in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. But even 
the 45-year-old Holloway surely 
must know he has maxed out the 
potential at St. Peter’s. 

But what Holloway and the 
Peacocks accomplished in two 
weekends might be the lasting 
memory of this tournament, no 
matter which blueblood cuts down 
the net next week in New Orleans. 

St. Peter’s knocked off No. 
2 seed Kentucky to start a run 
that launched the rocket toward 
endorsement deals, morning show 
spots and late-night TV wisecracks. 


